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TO  THE  RIGHT 

[HONORABLE  MY 

fmguler good  Lord  and l{in('man 

fharles  Howard, knight  of  the  Gar  ’ 

ter%Barr offend  Councelleryand  of  the  <tAd- 
ftfirals  of  England  the  mofl  renow  - 
med  :  And  to  the  Right  Honorable 
Sr Robert Cccyll  Knipht,Councel- 
lerinherHighnes  priuie 
Councels. 
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0  R  your  Honors 
Honorable  and  friendi 
parts, l  haue  hitherto  one- 
ly  returned promifes ,  and 
now  for  anfwe are  of  both 
your  aduentures ,  I  haue 
fentyou  a  bundle  of  papers 
which  I  haue  deuided  be- 

m 

twenyour  Lo.&>  Sr  Robert  Cecy  1  in  thefeftoo  re- 
ffeSls  chiefly:  Rirfl  for  that  it  is  reafon,  t hat  waflful 
factors ,  when  they  haue  con  fumed fitch  Jlockes  as 
they  had  in  trull  ,  doe  yee  Id jome  culior for  t  he fame 
in  their  account  yfecondly for  that  I  am  affuredy  hat 

whatfoeuer  fhalbe  done, or  written  by  me  fbali  ne e de 
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The  Epistle 

a  double  proteSlion  and  defence.  The  t  nail  that  I  had 
of  both  your  tones, when  f  was  left  of all,  but  of  ma¬ 
lice  and  reuenge,  makes  me fill prefume  that  you  will 
be  p leafed  (  knowing  what  little  poWer  I  had  toper- 
forme  ought ,  and  the  great  aduantage  of  forewar¬ 
ned  enemies  )  to  anfweare  that  out  of  knowledge , 
which  others  fhall  but  obiecl  out  of  malice .  fn  my 
more  happy  times  as  I  did  efpccially  honour  you 
both ,  fo  1 found that your  loues  fought  me  out  in  the 
darkeflfhadow  of  aduerfitie ,  and  that  the  fame  af¬ 
fection  which  accompanied  my  better  fortune  , fared 
not  away from  me  in  my  manie  mifenes  :  all  which 
though  I  cannot  requite, yet  Ifhaleuer  acknowledge', 
and  the  great  debt  wbichlbaueno  power  to  pay,  f 
can  doe  no  more for  a  time  but  confeffe  to  be  due.  ft  is 
true  that  as  my  errors  were  great,  fo  they  haue  yeel- 
ded  njery  grteuous  effeCts ,  and  fought  might  haue 
beene  deferuedin  former  times  to  haue  counterpoyfed 
ante  part  of  offences,  the  fruit  e  thereof  (as  itfee- 
met  h  )  was  long  before  fallen  from  the  tree ,  and  the 
deadftocke  onely  remained.  I  did  therefore  euen  in 
t  he  wint  er  of  my  life,  undertake  thefe  trauels ,  fitter 
for  bodies  leffe  blafiedwith  misfortunes ,  for  men  of 
great  er  abihtie ,  and for  mindes  of  better  mcourage- 
rnent ,  t  hat  t hereby  if  it  were pofftble  f might  recouer 

but  the  moderation  of exceffe ,  and  the  leaf;  tafi  of  the 
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greatef plentie formerly  pcjfejfed.  ff  1  had  knoxcen 
other  way  to  Min^  if  1  had  imagined  how  greater  ad - 
uentures  might  haue  regained ,  if  I  co aide  conceiui 
what farther  meanes  I  might  yet  vfe7  hut  euen  to  ap~ 
peafe fo  powrefull  a  difpleafurefi  would  not  doubt  hut 
for  one  ye  are  more  to  bold fafi  my foule  in  my  tee  thy  ill 
it  were  performed.  Of  that  little  rcmdine  1  haa !,  I  haue 
wa  fled  in  effeSlall  herein ,  ff  haue  Undergone  many 
conflrufhons 3 1  haue  becne  ac  comp  ante  dyith  many 
forrows,with  labor ,  hunger, heat. fcknes,  if  peril!:  It 
appeareth  notwithfianding  that  I  made  no  other hra- 
uado  of  gang  to  the feayhen  was  meant ,  and  that  I 
was  neither  hidden  in  Ccrnewallyr  elfe  where,aswas 
fuppofed.T  hey  hauegrofy  belied  me ,  that  foreiudged 
i bat  I  wouldrather  become  aferuant  to  the  Spanijh 
kingjhen  return ,  ‘if  the  ref.  were  much  mi flake  n,w  bo 
Would  haue  per frxaaed, that  I  was  too  eafeful  andfn - 
fuallto  undertake  a  torney  of  fo  great  trauei  But,  if 
what  1  haue  doneyeceiue  the  gracious  conjlrufhon  of 
a paineful pilgrimage, and pur  chafe  the  leaf l  remifsi- 
onf  [halthinke  all  too  little ,  and  that  there  were 
wanting  to  the  rtflynany  mf cries :  But  if  both  the 
times pafi,  the prefent,  and  i\  hat  may  be  in  the  fu- 
ture j  dee  all  by  cnegraine  of  gall  continue  m  an  e- 
ternall  diflafl ,  Idee  not  then  knowe  whether  / 
fhould bewaile  my  felfe  either  for  my  too  much  trauel 
>  '  (A  i  and 
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and  expence  ,  or  condemne  my  felfe  for  doing  lejje 
then  that, which  can  defer ue  nothing.  From  my  f  ife 
I  haue  deferued  no  thankes  for  I  am  returned  a  beg- 
ger,andwithered  ,  but  that  f  might  haue  bettred 
my  poore  eflate ,  it jhallappeare  by  the  following  dif 
courfe ,  if f  had  not  onely  respeFled  her  Maieflies 
futureHonor,and  riches,  ft  became  not  the former 
fortune  in  which  f  once  liued, togoe  tourneys  of'pico- 
rie ,  and  it  had for  ted  ill  with  the  offices  of  Honor, 
which  by  her  FMaiefties grace,  I  hold  this  day  in  Eng¬ 
land \to  ru  n  from  Cape  to  [fape, & from  place  to place , 
for  the  pillage  of  ordmarte prizes .  FMany  yeares 
fince, 1  had  knowledge  by  relat ion yof  that  mighty, rich, 
and  beawtifull  Empire  of Guiana,  and of  that  great 
and  Golden  City ,  which  the  S panyards  call  El  Do¬ 
rado,  and  the  naturals  Manoa,  which  Qtiewas 
conquered,  reedified,  and inlarged by  ayonger fonne 
of  Guainacapa  Emperor  ofVcx\i,atfuch  time  as 
Francifco  VxlWlO  and  other  s  conqueredthe  faide 
Empire  from  his  two  elder  brethren  Gualcar,  and 
Atabalipa , both  then  contending  fir  the  fame , the 
one  being  fauoured  by  the  Oreionest?/  Cuz,co,?/v 
other  by  the  people  0/Gaximalca.  ffentmyferuant 
la  c  o  b  T'/hidd  0  n  the  ye  are  before  ,to get  knowledge 
of  the  pafages ,  and  I  had fame  light  from  Captaine 
Parker  form  time  my  feruant ,  and  no  we  attending 
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on  your  Lo.  that fuch  a  place  there  was  to  the foutb- 
vcaraof  the  great  hay  of  CharuaSjor  Guanipa: 
hut  I  found  that  it  was  600.  miles farther  off,  tht  n 
they  fuppofcd  ,  and  mame  other  impediments  to 
them  ynkpowen  and  unheard.  After  1  had  difplan- 
ted  Don  Anthonio  de  Berreo  }  who  was  vpon  the 
fame  enter  prize ,  leautng  my  paps  rf/Trincdad  o,at 
the  port  called  Curiapan ,  Iwandred 400.  milesyn- 
to  the  faid countrey  by  land  and riuer :  the  part ic ti¬ 
lers  ft  will  leaue  to  the  following  dfcwrfe  .  The 
countrey  hath  more  quantity  of  Gold  by  manifolde, 
thenthehef  fortes  of  the  Indies, or  Peru  ‘  All  the 
mof  of  the  kings  of  the  borders  are  already  become 
herMaiefties  nj offals feemc  to  defire  nothing  more 
then  her  TMaie flies  prate  SI  ton,  and  the  returne  oft  he 
Engbfb  nation «  It  hath  another  grounde  and  affu- 
rance  of riches  and  glory,  then  t  hey  01  ages  of  the  weft 
Indies,^ an  e after  way  to  inuade  the  be ft parts  ther- 
ofthen  by  the  common  courfe.  T he  king  of  Spaine  is 
net fo  impouenfiedby  taking  3  0^4  port  townes  in 
America  as  we  fuppofeyieyther  are  the  riches  of  Pc- 
ru,orNucua  Efpania fo  left  by  the feaf deposit  can 
beeaftly  veafht  awaypvith  a  great ftooefior  (firing  tide , 
or  left  drie  vpon  the fandes  ona  lolve  ebbe .  T he  port 
townes  are f eve  and poore  in  re  If eSt  of  the  reft  within 
the  land,  and  are  of  little  defence ,  and  are  onely  rich 
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when  the fleets  are  to  receiue  the  treafure for  Spain e: 
And  we  might  thinks  the  Spaniards  <~uerie  jimp  he, 
hatting fo  many  horfes  and flaues,  that  if  they  could 
not  ‘-upon  two  dates  warning ,  cams  all  the  Golds 
they  bane  into  the  land ,  and  far  re  enough  from  the 
reachof  our  footmen ,  efpecialhe  ^Indies  bee  rag 
(as  it  is  for  the  moil  part )  fb  mounteynous ,  fo  full  of 
woods,  riuersyandmarijhes.  In  the  port  townes  of 
tbeprouwee  of  V  enfuello,^  Cumana;,Coro,<z«</ 
S.Iago  (whereof  Coro  and  S.  lago  were  taken  by 
Captains  Prefton.  and  Cumana^W  S.Iofephiis 
by  ’Ps'yive  found  not  the  rvalue  of one  riall  of  plate  m 
either:  but  the  Cities  of  Barquafimeta,  Valentia, 

S.Sebaftian,Cororo,S.Lucia,  AlIeguna,Mare-" 

co.bo, and  T  ruxilio}are  not fbeafelie  innadedmeh 
ther  doth  the  burning  of  thofe  on  the  coaft  impouerifl) 
the  kjng  of  Spay  ne  ante  one  "Ducket,  and  if  we flacks 
theriuer of  Vi&ch e,  S.  Marta,  and  Cartagena, 
Tvbich  are  the  porte s  of  Nueuo  rey  no  and Popay- 
an.  T here  are  befldes  within  the  land  lehich  are  in¬ 
deed  rich  and populous ,  the  townes  and  flfities  of\Az- 
rida,Lagrita,  S.Clw^ofhtroyhe great  Cities  of 
PampeloiiCjS.  Fe  de  Bogota,Tunia<m/Mozo 
where  the  E  fine  raid  sare  founde ,  the  townes  and 
Cities  of  Morcquito  ,  velis,  la  villa deLeua, 
Palma  ,  vnda,  Anguftura  ,  the  greate  Cine 


E)  E  I>  I  CATOR  IE. 

0/timana,  Tocaima,  S.  AguiIa,Pafto,  Iuago? 
tbegreate  citie  of Pop&izn  ttfelfe,hos  Remedios? 
and  the  reU,  \j  we  take  the  ports  and  villages  with¬ 
in  t  he  bay  o/Vraba/»  the  kingdom  or  riuers  of  D  a- 
riena,4WCaribana,  the  cities  and  tovones  of  S. 
Iuan  de  Roydas,  </Caflaris,  </Anciocha ,  Car- 
ramanta,Calij  and Aufenna  haue  gold  enough  to 
pay  the  King  part,  and  are  not  eafily  inuadedby  the 
way  of  the  Occam, or  //'N  ombre  de  Dios  andPa- 
nam  a  betaken  in  the prouince  o/Caftillo  deoro  , 
and  the  utllagesvpon  the  riuers  o/Cenu  tfWCha- 
gre.Pcru  hath  hefides  thofe  andbeftdes  the  magnifi¬ 
cent  cities  of  Quito  and  Lima  fio  many  Wands, 
portes,Cities,and  mines,  as  ifl  fhould  name  the  with 
the  refi ,  it  would  fieme  incredible  to  the  reader,  of  aU 
which  becaufe  I  haue  written  a  particuler  treatife  of 
thewefl  Indies,  I  will  omit  their  repetition  at  this 
timeffeing  that  m  the faide  treatife  I  haue  anatomi - 
z§dthe  refi  ofthefiatownes  aswellof  Nicarag  na, 
Iucata,Nueua  Efpanna ,andthe  llands,as  thofe  of 
the  Inland ,  and  by  what  meanes  they  may  bebefie 
inuaded,  as  farre  as  anymeane  Judgement  can  com¬ 
prehend,  But  l  hope  it  I hall  appear e  that  there  is  a 
way  found  to  anfvoer  e  euery  mans  longing, a  better 
Indies  fir  her  maiefiie  then  the  King  of  Spaine  hath 

any, which  if  it  fhallpleafe  her  hig  hnesto  vndertake, 

f  Ifhall 
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f  (ball  mojl  willingly  end  the  reft  of my  dates  in fol¬ 
lowing  the  fame  :  If  it  be  left  to  the  ppoyle  and  fac- 
kage  of  common  per  fons  5  if  the  loue  andjerutce  of  fo 
many  nations  be  defiled  fo  great  rtches^andfo  mig  b- 
tie  an  Em  pyre  refufed3  1  hope  her  IMaiefly  will  yet 
take  my  humble  defire  and  my  labour  therein  m  gra¬ 
cious  part ,  which  if  it  hadnot  beene  in  reffetl  of  her 
bighnes futurehonor  if  nchesj  could  haue  laid  hands 
and  ranfomed  many  of  the  kings  &  Cafliqui  of  the 
Country 3&  haue  had  a  reafonable  proportion  of  gold 
for  their  redemption  :  IBut  I  haue  chofen  rather  to 
beare  the  burthen  of  pouertyfhen  reprocbfsr  rather 
to  endure  a fecond  rrauel  the  chaunces  t  her  oft  hen 
to  haue  defaced  an  enterprife  of  fo  great  affurance , 
yntill  I  knew  whether  it  p leafed  God  to  put  a  dtf- 
p  oft  ion  in  her  princely  and  royallheart  eyther to  fol¬ 
low  or fore  flow  the fame:  I  tin  ll  therefore  leaue  it  to  his 
ordinance  that  hath  onely power  in  al  things >  and  do 
humbly  pray  that  your  honors  wilexcufe fuck  errors y 
as  without  the  defence  ofart3ouerrunne  in  euerypart 5 
the  following  difcourfe3  m  which  I' haue  neither  ftu- 
died  phrajefforme3  norfajhion3  and  that  you  will  be 
pleafea  to  eficeme  me  asyour  owne(t  hough  ouer  dear¬ 
ly  bought )  and\  fhalleuerrematne  ready  to  doe  you 
all  honour  and  feruice. 
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To  the  T^eader* 

Ecaufc  there  hauc  been  diuers  o* 
pinions  concerned  of  the  goldc 
oare  brought  from  Guiana  y  and 
for  that  an  Alderman  of  Lon« 
don  and  an  officer  of  her  maie- 
fties  minte,hath  giuen  out  that 
the  fame  is  of  no  price  ,  I  hauc 
thought  good  by  the  addition  of 
thefe  lines  to  giue  aunfwere  as 
well  to  the  laid  malicious  foun¬ 
der  ,  as  to  other  obie&ions  •  It 
is  true  that  while  we  abode  at  the  Hand  of  Trincdado  ,  I  was 
informed  by  an  Indian,  that  notfarre  from  the  Port,  where  we 
an  cored  ,  there  were  founde  certaine  minerall  Hones  which 
theyefleemed  tobegold,  and  were  thereunto  perfwaded  the 
rather  for  that  they  had  i’een  both  Englifh,and French  men  ga¬ 
thered  imbarque  fome  quantities  thereof :  vppon  this  likly- 
hoode  I  fent  40  men  and  gaue  order  that  each  one  fhould  bring 
a  Hone  of  that  mync.to  make  triall  of  the  goodnefle  f  which  bc- 
ingperformed  ,  I  aflured  them  £t their  returnc  thatthefamc 
was  Alarcajite ,  andofno  riches  or  value  :  Notwithflanditig 
diners  truHing  more  to  their  ownc  fence,  then  to  my  opinion, 
kept  of  the  faide  Marcajite  ,  and  haue  tried  thereof,  fincc  my 
rcturne,  in  diuers  places,  In  Guiana  it  fclfe  I  neuer  fawe 
cafte  ,  but  all  the  rocks  ,  mountaines  ,  all  Hones  in  the 
plaines  ,  in  woodes,  and  by  the  riuers  fidcs  are  in  effedt 
thorow fhining ,  and  appeare  marueylous  rich,  which  being 
tried  to  be  no  Marcafitt^xt  the  trew  fignes  of  rich  mineralles, 
but  are  no  other  then  Elmadre  dcloro  (as  the  Spanyards  termc 
them  )  which  is  the  mother  of  golde  ,  or  as  it  is  faide  by  others 
the  feum  of  gold :  of diuers  fortes  ofthelc  manie  of  my  com- 
panie  brought  alio  into  England,  cuerie  one  taking  the  fayrefl 
ior  diebeH,  which  is  not  generall.  For  mineownepartte,I  did 
not  countermand  any  mans  defire,or  opinion,  &  I  could  haue  a- 
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forded  them  little  if  I  fhouldc  haue  denied  them  the  pleafing 
of  their  ovvnc  fancies  therein  :  But  I  was  refolued  that  golde 
mull  be  found  either  in  graincs  feparate  from  the  flonefas  it  is  in 
moflofal  the  riuers  in  orelfeinakinde  of  hard  {tone, 

which  we  call  the  white  Sparrc,ofwhich  Ifaw  diuers  hils, and  in 
fundrie  places,  but  had  neither  tyme,  nor  men,  nor  inftruments 
fitteto  labour.  Necrevnto  one  of  the  riuers  Ifounde  of  the 
Jaidc  white  Sparre  or  flint  a  very  great  ledge, or  banke  t  which  1 
endeuored  to  breake  by  al  the  meancs  I  coulde ,  becaufe  there 
appeared  on  the  out  fide  fome  finall  graines  of  gold ,  but  find¬ 
ing  no  meane  to  w'orke  the  fame  vppon  the  vpper  part,  feeking 
the  fides  and  circuite  of  the  fayd  rock ,  Ifounde  a  clift  in  the 
-  fame,  from  whence  with  daggers,  and  with  the  heade^ofan 
ax5we  gotte  out  fomefmall  cpiantitie  thereof^  of  which  kindc 
of  w'hite  ftonc(wherein  golde  is  engendrcd)we  fawe  diuers  hils 
and  rocks  in  euerie  part  of  G#/4#^,wherein  we  trauelled.O  f  this 
there  hath  beene  made  manie  trialls ,  and  in  London ,  it  W'as 
firft  aflaide  by  Mafler  JVeftrvood  a  refiner  dwelling  in  wood- 
flreet  9  andit  helde  after  the  rate  of  1 2000  or  13000  pounds  a 
tunne4  Another  fort  was  afterward  tried  by  Mafler  TZiilmAr  and 
Matter  Dimeke  afTay  mafler, and  it  held  after  the  rate  ofa  3  000 
pounds  a  tunne  .There  was  fomcofie  againe  tried  by  Mafler 
Pd/wrr comptrollerof the  mintc,and  Mafler  Dimohc  in  golde 
fmiths  hall,  and  ithelde  after  26900  pounds  a  tunne.There  was 
alfo  at  the  fame  time,  and  by  the  fame  perfons  a  triall  made  of 
the  duft  of  the  faid  myne  which  held  8.pound  6.  ounces  weight 
of  gold,  in  the  hundred  :  there  was  likewife  at  the  lame  time 
a  triall  made  of  an  Image  of  Copper  made  inGW^wmch 
helde  a  third  part  gold,  befidcs  diuers  trialls  made  in  me  coun- 
trey,  and  by  others  in  London ,  Bat  becaufe  there  came  otnA 
With  the  good,  and  belike  the  faid  Alderman  was  not  prclen- 
ted  with  the  beft,  it  hath  pleafed  him  therefore  to  icandall 
all  the  reft ,  and  to  deface  the  enterprize  as  much  as  m  him l  Ijr- 
eth  .  It  hath  alfo  been  concluded  by  diuers ,  that  if  there  had 
been  aniefuch  care  in  Gw*na,  and  the  fame  difeouer cd,  that 


To  the  Reader. 

Iwouldehaue  brought  home  a  greater  quantitie  thereof:  firft 
I  wasnotboundetofatiffie  anie  man  of the  quantitie ,  but  fuch 
onely  asaduentured,  lfany  floxe  had  been  returned  thereof: 
but  it  is  verie  true  that  had  all  their  mountaynes  bcene  of 
maflie  gold,  it  was  impoffible  for  vs  to  haue  made  anie 
longer  llaye  to  haue  wrought  the  lame  :  and  whofoeuerhath 
feene  with  what  ftrength  of  ftone,  the  bed  goldc  oare  is 
inuironned ,  hee  will  not  thinke  it  eafie  to  be  had  out  in  heaps  t 
and  elpeciallie  by  vs  who  had  neither  men  ,  inflrumentes, 
nor  time  (  as  it  is  faide  before )  to  performe  the  fame  : 
There  were  on  this  difeouerie,  nolefle  then  ioo  perfonnes, 
who  can  all  witnefle,  that  when  we  pall  any  braunchofthc 
riuer  tovewethe  land  within,  and  flaid  from  our  boats  but 
fix  houres,  wee  were  driuen  to  wade  to  the  eyes, at  our  re- 
turne  :  and  ifwe  attempted  the  fame  the  day  following,  it 
was impoffible either  to  forde  it,  or  tofwimit,  bothbyrea- 
fon  of  the  fwiftnefle,  and  alfo  for  that  the  borders  were  fo 
peftrea  with  fall  woods,as neither  bote  nor  man  could  finde 
place  ,  either  to  land,  or  to  imbarque  :  for  in  Iune  ,  Iuly, 
Augull  ,  and  September,  it  is  impoffible  to  nauigate  any 
of  thole  riuers  ,  for  fuch  is  the  furie  of  the  Current  ,  and 
there  are  fo  many  trees  and  woods  ouerflowne,  as  if  anie 
boate  but  touch  vppon  anie  tree  or  flake ,  it  is  impoffible 
tofaue  any  one  perfon  therein  :  and  ere  we  departed  the  land, 
it  ran  with  that  fwiftneffe,  as  we  draue  downe  moll  commonly 
againfl  the  winde, little  lefle  then  one  hundred  miles  a  day  :Be~ 
fidcs  our  veflels  were  no  other  then  wherries ,  one  little  barge, 
a  imall  cockboate ,  and  a  badGaliota ,  which  wee  framed  in 
haft  for  that  purpoie  at  Trincdado  ,  and  thole  little  boates 
had  nyne  or  ten  men  apcecc,with  all  their  victuals,  and  armes. 
It  is,  further  true,  that  we  were  about  400.  miles  from  our 
fhippcs,and  had  bene  a  moneth  from  them, which  alfo  wc  left 
weakely  mande  in  an  open  roade,  and  had  promiled  our  return 
in  1 5  dayes.  Others  haue  deuifed  that  the  fame  oare  was  had 
from  Barbery,  and  that  wc  caricd  it  with  vs  into  Guiana ;  furely 
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the  fingularitie  of  chat  dcuice,  I  do  not  well  comprehend  ,  for 
mine  owne  parte, I  am  not  lo  much  in  loue  with  thefc  long  voi- 
ages,  as  to,  deuife,  thereby  to  cozen  my  felfc,to  lie  hard,  to  fare 
worfc,  to  be  fubie&ed  to  perils,  to  difeafes,  to  ill  fauours,  to  be 
parched  and  withered,  and  withall  to  fudaine  the  care  atidla- 
hour  offuch  an  entcrprize^xccptc  the  lame  had  more  cSfort, 
then  the  fetching  of  Marcafite  in  Cjuiana^ or  bying  ofgold  oarc 
in  B  arbery.  But  1  hope  the  better  fort  will  iudge  me  by  them  - 
f  elues,£c  that  the  way  of  dcccipt,is  not  the  way  of  honor  or  good 
opinion  I  haue  herein  confumed  much  time,  &  many  crowns, 
and  1  had  no  other  refpc&c  or  defirc  then  to  ferue  her  maiefty 
and  my  Country  thereby.  If  the  fpanifhe  nation  had  bcene  of 
Jikebclecfc  tothefedctra&ors,  we  fhould  htlc  haue  feared  or 
doubted  their  attempt?,whcrewith  we  now  arc  daily  threatned. 
But  if we  now  conhdcr  of the  actions  both  of  Charles  the  fiftc, 
who  had  the  Maydenhead  of  Pert*,  6c  the  aboundant  treafures 
of  Atabalipa>  together  with  the  affaires  of the  Spanifh  king  now 
lining,  what  territories  he  hath  purchafed ,  what  he  hath  added 
to  the  a£fesofhispredeceflors ,  how  many  kingdoms  he  hath 
indangcrcd,  how  many  armies, garrifons,  and  nauies,he  hath  & 
doth  maintainc,the  greate  Ioffes  which  he  hath  rcpayrcd,as  in 
88  aboue  loo  fayleofgreatellnppes  with  their  artillery , and 
that  no  y ere  is  lefle  vnfortunate  but  that  many  ve(Vels,treafures, 
and  people  are  deuoured,&  yet  notwithftanding  he  beginneth 
againelike  a  ftorme  to  threaten  fhipwracke  to  vs  all ,  wcfhall 
findc  that  thefe  abilities  rife  not  from  the  trades  offackcs,  and 
CiuilOrenges,norfrom  ought  elfe  that  cither  Spaine,PortugaIf 
or  any  of  his  other  prouinces  produce :  It  is  his  Indian  Golde 
that  indaungercth  and  difturbeth  all  the  nations  of  Europe,  it 
purchafcth  intelligence,  crcepcth  into  Councels  ,  andfetteth 
bound  loyalty  at  libcrtic,inthe  greatett  Monarchies  of  Europe. 
If  the  Spanifh  king  can  keepe  vs  from  forrainc  enterprizes, 
and  from  the  impeachment  of  his  trades, eyther  by  offer  ofin- 
uaiion,  or  by  beleiging  vs  in  Britayne,  Ireland ,  or  elfe  where, 
he  hath  then  brought  the  workcof  our  pcrill  in  greate  for¬ 
wardness 
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wardnes.  Thole  princes  which  abound  in  treafiirchaue  greatc 
aduantagesouer  the  reft,  if  they  ome  conflraine  them  to  ade- 
fenfiue  warre ,  where  they  are  driuen  once  ayeare  or  oftner  to 
caff  lots  for  their  own  garments, & from  fuch  ffial  al  tradesmen- 
tercourfc,  be  taken  away , to  the  general  lofle  Sc  fiffpouerfflimet 
of  the  kingdom,&  comon  weale  lo  reduced  rbefides  when  men 
arc  conftrained  to  fight  it  hath  not  the  fame  hope  as  when-t  hey 
arc  preft  &  incouraged  by  the  defirc  offpoyle  &  riches. Farther 
it  is  to  be  doubted  how  thole  that  in  time  of  vidWie  fee  me  to 
affect  their  neighbour  nations;  will  remains  after  the  'fitti  view' 
ofmisfortuncs,or  illlucccfie  ;to  truft  alfoto  the  doubtfulnes 
of  a  battel  ,  is  but  afearcfullandvncertaine  aduenttire  ,  feeing 
therein  fortune  is  as  likely  to  preuaile,  asvertue.  It  iliall  not 
bcneceffary  to  allcage  all  that  might  be  faid ,  and  therefore  I 
will  thus  conclude,  that  whatfoeuerkingdomefhalbcinforced 
to  defend  it  lelfe ,  maybe  compared  to  a  body  daungerouflic 
difea fed,  which  for  a  leafon  may  be  prefc rued  with  vulgar  me¬ 
dicines  ,  but  in  a  fhort  time,  and  by  little  and  little ,  the  fame 
muff  needs  fall  to  the  ground ,  and  be  diflolucd.  I  hauc  there¬ 
fore  laboured  all  my  life*  both  according  to  my  fmall  power, & 
pcrfwafion,toaduar-ce  al  thofc  attempts, that  might  eytherpro- 
mife  return  of  profit  to  our  fclues,or  atlaflbe  a  lett  &  impeach, 
ment  to  the  quiet  courfc,&  plentiful  trades  of  the  Spanifh  nati¬ 
on, who  in  my  wcake  iudgement  by  fuch  a  wane  w  ere  as  eafily 
indaungered  and  brought  from  his  powerfulncs,  as  any  prince 
in  Europe  ,  if  it  be  conhdered  from  how  many  kingdomes  and 
nations  his  reuenewesare  gathered,  and  thofc  fow  cake  in  their 
owne beings, and fo farrefeuered from mutuall  fuccor.  But 
bccauie  fuch  a  preparation  and  refolution  is  not  to  be  hoped  to* 
in  haft,  and  that  the  time  which  our  enemies  embrace,  can  not 
be  had  againcto  aduantage  ,1  will  hope  thatthefeprouinces, 
and  that  Empyre  now  by  me  difeouered  (hall  fufficc  to  inable 
her  Maicfly  ,  and  the  w'hole  kingdomc ,  with  no  lefle  quanti¬ 
ties  oftrealure  ,  then  the  king  of  Spayne  hath  in  all  the  Indies, 
caff  and  weft,  which  he  poffeffeth ,  which  if  the  fame  be  con- 
fidered  andfollowcd,ere  the  Spanyards,cnforce  the  fame,  and 
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if  her  Maiefty  will  vndertake  it,  I  wilbe  contented  to  lofc  her 

highnes  fauour  and  good  opinion  for  euer ,  and  my  life  withall, 
if  the  fame  be  not  found  rather  to  exceed,  then  to  e  quail  what- 
foeuerisin  this  difcourfeprotnifcdordeclared.  I  willnowe  re- 
ferre  the  reader  to  the  following  difeourfe  with  the  hope  that 
the  perilous  and  chargeable  labors  and  indeuours  'of  fuch  as 
thereby  feeke  the  profit  and  honor  of  her  Maiefty  *  and  the 
Englim  nation  ,£hall  by  men  of  qualitic  and  vertue  recciuc 
fuch  conrtruftion^and  good  acceptance,  as  them  fclues  would 
lookc  to  be  rewarded  with  all  in  the  like, 
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N  Thurfday  the  6.  of  Fe¬ 
bruary:  in  the  yeare  1 55>  5. 
wc  departed  England ,  and 
the  funday  following  had 
light  of  the  North  cape 
of  Spy  He  ,  the  winde  for 
the  moft  part  continuing 
profperous.-  wee  paffed  in 
fight  of  the  Burl tugs ,  and 
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the  rocke  and  lo  onwardes  for  the  Canaries ,  and  fell 
with  Fuerte  ventara  the  1 7.  of  the  fame  moneth, where 
we  fpent  two  or  three  daies ,  and  relieued  our  compa- 
nieswith  fome  frefh  meate.  From  thence  wee  coafled 
by  the  Gran  Canaria , and  fo  to  Tenerife ,  and  ftaied  there 
for  the  Lyons  whelp  your  Lordfhipsfhipjand  for  cap* 
taine  Amys  Preston  and  the  reft:  Butwhcn  after  j*ot  8. 
daies  we  found  them  not,  wee  departed  and  dire&ed 
our  courfe  for  Trinedado  with  mine  ownc  fhippe,  and  a 
ftnall  barkeof  Captaine  Crofes  onely  (  for  we  had  be¬ 
fore  loft  fight  ofa  fmall  Gallego  on  the  coaft  oiSpayne, 
which  came  with  vs  from  Plymmouth  •• )  wee  arriued  at 
Trine  dado  the  22.  of  March ,  calling  ancour  at  point 
Cariapan ,  which  the  Spanyards  call  panto  de  Gallo, which 
is  ficuate  in  8.  degrees  or  there  abouts:  we  abode  there 
4.  or  5.  daies3and  in  all  that  time  we  came  not  to  the 
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ipeach  of  anie  Indian  or  Spaniard :  on  the  coaft  wc  faw 
a  fire ,  as  we  failed  from  the  point  Carao  towards  Curia  * 
pa»3  but  for  feare  of  the  Spaniards ,  none  durft  come 
tofpeakewith  vs.  I  my  felfe  coafted\  it  in  my  barge 
clofeabord  the  fhore  and  landed  in  euery  Couc,the 
better  to  know  the  Hand, while  the  fhips  kept  the  cha- 
nell.  From  Curtapan  after  a  fewe  daies  we  turned  vp 
Northcaftto  recouer  that  place  which  the  Spaniards 

cal puerto  de  los  Hifpanioles  JZ.W&  the  inhabitants  Conquera- 
bia3  and  as  before  (  reuidhialing  my  barge  )  Ileft  the 
fbippcs  and  klpt  by  the  fhore ,  the  better  to  come  to 
Ipeach  with  fome  of  the  inhabitantes ,  and  alfo  to  vn- 
derftand  the  ruiers,  watring  places  andportes  of  the 
Hand  whichf  asit  is  rudely  done)  my  purpofeis  to 
lend  your  Lordfhip  after  a  few  daies.  From  Curiapanl 
came  to  a  port  &  feat  of  Indians  called  Farm  where 
we  found  a  frefh-water  riuer ,  but  fawe  no  people. 
From  thence  I  rowed  to  another  port  ,  called  by 
the  naturals  Piche ,  and  by  the  Spaniardes  T terra  de 
Brea •  In  the  way  betweene  both  were  diuers  little 
brooks  of  frefh  water, Sc  one  fait  riuer  that  had  (tore  of 
oifters  vpon  the  branches  of  the  trees, &  were  very  fait 
&  wel  tafted.  AI  their  oifters  grow  vpon  chofcboughs 
and  fpraies,  and  not  on  the  ground:  the  like  is  com- 
monlie  feene  in  the  Weft  Indies  and  elfe  where. 
This  tree  isdeferibed  by  Andrewe  Theuetia  his  french 
Antariique  ,  and  the  forme  figured  in  his  booke 
as  a  plantc  verye  ftraunge  ,  and  by  Ptinie  in  his 
xii.  booke  of  his  naturall  hiftorie  .  But  in  this 
Ilande ,  as  alio  in  Guiana  there  are  verie  manie  of 
them. 

At  this  point  called  Tterra  de  Brea  or  Piche  there  is 
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that  abundance  of  (tone  pitch,  that  all  thefhips  of  the 
world  may  be  therewith  loden  from  thence,  and  wee 
made  triallofitintrimmingourfhips  to  bemoft  ex¬ 
cellent  good,  and  melteth  not  with  the  funneas  the 
pitch  of  Norway ,  and  therefore  forfhips  trading  the 
fouth  partes  very  profitable .  From  thence  we  went 
to  the  mountaine  foote  called  Annapcrima ,  and  fo  paf- 
fingtheriuerCV^on  which  the  Spanifh  Citie  was 
feared ,  we  met  with  our  fhips  at  puerto  delos  Hifpanio - 
les  or  Conquer abia. 

This  Hand  o(Trinedadohzx\\  the  form:  of  a  fheep- 
hook,  and  is  but  narrow ,  the  north  part  is  very  moun- 
teynous,the  foileis  very  excellent  and  wil  bearefugar, 
ginger, or  any  other  commodity  that  the  Indies  yeeld. 
It  hath  (lore  of deare,  wy Id  porks,fruits,  fifh  &  fowle: 
It  hath  alfo  for  bread  fuffi  cient  Mats ,  Caftans ,  a  nd  of 
thofe  roots  and  fruits  which  arc  common  euery  where 
in  the  weft  Indies.lt  hath  diuers  beafts, which  the  Indies 
haue  not-the  fpaniards  cofefled  that  they  found  grains 
of  gold  in  fome  of  the  riuers,but  they  hauing  apurpofe 
to  enter  Guiana  ('the  c JMagaz,in  of  all  rich  mettels)cared 
not  to  {pend  time  in  the  fearch  therofany  farther.  This 
Hand  is  called  by  the  people  therof  Cairi^  and  in  it  are 
diuers  nations ;  thofe  aboutParico  are  called  Iaio)  thofe 
at  Punto  Carao  arc  of  the  Arivacas ,  and  bctwcenc  Ca- 
rao  and  Curiapan  they  are  called  Saluaios ,  betweene 
Carao  zndpunto  Galera  are  the  Nepoios ,and  thofe  about 
the  Spanifh  Citie  tearme  themfelues  Carinepagotos  -• 
Of  the  reft  of  the  nations ,  and  of  other  portcs  and 
riucrs  Ilcauetofpeakeheere  ,  becing  impertinentto 
my  purpofe  ,  and  meane  to  defcribe  them  as  they 
ate  fituate  in  the  particular  plot  and  defcription 
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of  the  Hand,  three  partes  whereof  I  coaftedwithmy 
barge ,  the  better  to  fet  it  downc  right. 

Meeting  with  the  ("hips  at  puerto  delos  HifpaniolesfWQ 
found  at  the  landing  place  a  company  of  Spanyardes 
whokeptaguardatthedefcent ,  and  they  offering  a 
figne  of  peace  I  fent  Captaine  whiddon  to  fpeake  with 
them ,  whome  afterward  to  my  great  griefe  I  left  buri¬ 
ed  in  the  faid  Hand  after  my  returne  from  Guiana ,  bee- 
ing  a  man  mold  honeft  and  valiant.  The  Spanyards  fe- 
medtobedefiroustotradewirhvs,  and  to  enter  into 
rearms  of peace,more  for  doubt  of  their  own  ftrength 
then  for  ought  elfe ,  and  in  the  end  vpon  pledge,  fome 
of  them  came  abord  :  the  fame  euening  there  ftale 
alfoabord  vsinafmallCV*w<*two  Indians ,  the  one  of 
them  being  a  Cafique  or  Lord  of  people  called  Canty- 
man ,  who  had  the  yeare  before  beene  with  Captaine 
ivbiddon ,  and  was  of  his  acquaintance.-  By  this  Can- 
tyman  wee  vnderftood  what  ftrength  the  Spaniardes 
had  ,  how  farre  it  was  to  their  Citie ,  and  of  Don  An- 
tbor.to  dc  Berreo  the  gouernour ,who  was  faid  to  be  flaine 
in  his  fecond  attempt  of  Guiana ,  but  was  not. 

While  wc  remained  ixpuerto  de  los  Iltfpanioles  fome 
Spaniardcs  came  abord  vs  to  buy  lynnen  of  the  com¬ 
pany,  and  fuch  other  thinges  as  they  wanted,  and  alfo 
to  view  our  fhippes  and  company ,  all  which  I  enter¬ 
tained  kindly  and  fcafted  after  our  manner :  by  meanes 
whereof  I  learned  of  one  and  another  as  much  of  the 
eftate  of  Gwana  as  I  could ,  or  as  they  knew,  for  thofe 
poore  fouldiers  hauing  beene  many  yeares  without 
wine ,  a  fewe  draughtes  made  them  merry,  in  which 
moode  they  vaunted  of  Guiana  and  of  the  riches  therof, 
and  all  what  they  knew  of the  waies  and  paflages ,  my 
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felfefeemingtopurpofe nothing  Idle  then  the  cntc- 
ranceor  difcoueriethercof  s  but  bred  in  them  an  opi¬ 
nion  that  1  was  bound  onciy  for  the  reliefe  of  tiiofc  cn- 
glifh, which  lhad  planted  in  Virginia  ,  whereof  the 
brute  was  come  among  them  ,  which  I  had  performed 
in  my  returneif  extremity  of  weather  had  not  for  ft  me 
from  the  faid  coaft. 

I  found  occafions  of  flaying  in  this  place  for  two 
caufes :  the  one  was  to  be  reuenged  of  Berrcoy  who  the 
yeare  before  betraied  8.ot  Captaine  ivhtddons  men, and 
toke  them  while  he  departed  from  them  to  feeke  the  E. 
BoKauenture,whicha.mucdatTrinedado  the  day  before 
from  the  Eaft  Indies  '■  in  whole  abfence  Berreo  fent 
a  Canoa  abord  the  pinnace  onely  with  Indians  and  dogs 
inuiting  the  company  to  goe  with  them  into  the  vvods 
to  kil  a  deare,who  like  wife  men  in  the  abfence  of  their 
Captaine  followed  the  Indians  but  were  no  foonerone 
harquebufh  fhot  from  the  fhore ,  but  ^mwfo uldiers 
lying  in  ambufh  had  them  all,  notwithftanding  that  he 
had  giuen  his  worde  to  Captaine  whiddon  that  they 
fhould  take  water  and  wood  fafelie :  the  other  caufe  oi 
my  flay  was,  for  that  by  difeourfe  with  the  Sp  awards  I 
daily  learned  more  and  more  of  Guiana,  of  the  riuers 
andpaflages  ,andoftheenterprizeof  Berreo  Joy  what 
meanes  or  fault  he  failed,and  how  he  meant  to  profe- 
cute  the  fame. 

While  we  thus  fpent  the  time  I  was  allured  by  ano¬ 
ther  Cafane  otthc  north  fide  of  the  Hand,  thatB  eneo 
had  fent  to  Alarguerita  &  to  Cumana  for  fouldiers  mea¬ 
ning  to  haue  giuen  me  a  Cajfado  at  parting, if  it  had  bin 
pcflible.  For  although  he  had  giuen  order  through  all 
the  Hand  that  no  Indian  fhould  come  aborde  to  trade 
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with  mevpon  paine  of  hanging  and  quartering,  (  ha¬ 
iling  executed  two  of  them  for  the  fame  which  I  after- 
wardes  founde)yet  euery  night  there  came  fome  with 
mou  lamentable  complaints  ofhis  cruelty , how  hehad 
deuided  the  Hand  &  giuen  to  euery  foldier  a  part,  that 
he  made  the  ancient  Cafyui  which  were  Lordes  of  the 
country  to  be  theirflaues,chat  he  kept  them  in  chains, 
&  dropped  their  naked  bodies  with  burning  bacon^Sc 
fuch  other  torments,  which  I  found  afterwards  to  be 
trueiforin  the  city  after  I  eatred  the  fame,there  were  5. 
ofthe  Lords  or  litlc  kings(which  they  cal  Cafaui  in  the 
weft  Indies)in  one  chaine  almoft  dead  offamine,  and 
wafted  with  torments  rthefeare  called  in  their  own 
language  Acarewana  s  and  now  of  late  fince  Englifh, 
French, &Spanifh  are  come  amongthem  ,  they  cal 
themfelues  (fapitaynet^  becaufethey  perceiue  that  the 
chiefeft  ofeuery  fhip  is  called  by  that  name.Thofe  Hue 
(apitaynes  in  the  chaine  were  called  Wannarvanare ,  Car- 
r  oaori  yMaquarima  yTarroopanama,  &  Aterima .  So  as  both 
to  be  reucnged  ofthe  former  wrong,  as  alfo  confide- 
ring  that  to  enter  Gut  an  a  by  fmail  boats, to  depart  400. 
or  5  qo. miles  from  my  fhips,and  toleaueagarifon  in 
my  backs  intercftedin  the  fame  enterprize ,  who  alfb 
daily  expeded  Supplies  out  of  Spaine,Ifhould  haue 
fauoured  very  much  ofthe  Afte:  and  therfore  taking  a 
time  of  moft  aduantage,  I  fet  vpon  the  Corp  du guard  in 

the  cuening,and  hailing  put  them  to  the  fword ,  fente 

Captaine  Cal  fetid  onwards  with  6o.foldiers,&my  felf 
followed  with  40.morc  &  fo  toke  their  new  city  which 
t  hey  called  S.Iofeph,  by  breake  of  day:  they  abode  not  a- 
ny  fight  after  a  few  fhot1&:  al  beingd  ifinifled  but  onely 
Berreo  and  his  companion  ,1  brought  them  with  me  a- 

bord. 
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bord,andattheinftanceof  the  Indians  I  fet  theirnew 
City  of  S .  Jefephs  on  fire. 

The  fame  day  arriued  Captaine  George  Clifford,  with 
your  Lord  fhips  (hip,  &  Captaine  Keymk  whom  I  loft 
on  the  coaft  of  Spaine,  with  the  Gallego ,  and  in  them 
diuers  Gent.and  others,  which  to  ourlittle  army  was  a 
great  comfort  and  fupply. 

We  then  haftened  away  towards  our  purp  ofed  dif- 
couery,  and  firft  I  called  all  the  Captaines  ofthe  Hand 
together  that  were  enemies  to  the  Spaniards/or  there 
were  fome  which Berreo  had  brought  out  ofother  coun 
tries,  & planted  there  to  eat  out  &  waft  thofe  that  were 
natural  ofthe  place, &  by  my  Indian  interpreter,  which 
I  cariedoutofEngland,Imadethem  vnderftand  that 
I  was  the  feruant  of  a  Queene,who  was  the  great  Cafi- 
que  of  the  north  ,  and  a  virgin,  and  had  more  Cafiqsei 
vnder  her  then  there  were  trees  in  their  Hand  .•  that  fhe 
was  an  enemy  to  the  Cafiellam  in  refped  of  their  tyran¬ 
nic  and  oppreffion,  and  that  fhe  deliucredall  fuch  na¬ 
tions  about  her, as  were  by  them  opprefled;and  hauing 
freed  all  the  coaft  ofthe  northren  world  from  their  fer- 
uitude  had  fent  me  to  free  them  alfo.and  with  al  to  de. 
fend  the  countrey  of  Guiana  from  their  inuafion  and 
conqueft.I  fhewed  them  her  maieftiespi&ure  which 
they  fo  admired  and  honored,  as  it  had  beene  eafie  to 
haue  brought  them  Idolatrous  thereof. 

The  like  &  a  more  large  difcoui  fe  I  made  to  the  reft 
ofthe  nations  both  in  my  paflingto  Gnianafe  to  thofe 
of the  bordcrsjfo  as  in  that  part  of  the  world  her  maic- 
fty  is  very  famous  and  admirable,  whom  they  now  call 
Ezrabeta  CaJJipwa  AqHer  (Tirana, is  as  much  as  Eli¬ 
zabeth  ,  the  great  princefle  or  greateft  commaunder. 
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This  done  wee  left  puerto  dc  /os  Htfpanioles  3  and  re¬ 
turned  to  Cariapan  ,  and  hailing  Berreo  my  priiQ* 
nour  I  gathered  from  him  as  much  of  Guiana  as  he 
knewe. 

This  Berreo  is  a  gent,  weli  defeended ,  and  had  long 
fettled  the  Spanifh  king  in  cMillain ,  Naples ,  thelowc 
Countries  and  elfe  where, very  valiant  and  liberall3and 
a  Gent,  of  great  aflurednes ,  and  of  a  great  heart:  I  v- 
fed  him  according  to  his  eftate  and  worth  in  all  things 
I  could, according  to  the  (mall  rneanes  I  had, 

I  fent  Captaine  tvhiddon  the  yeare  before  to  get  what 
knowledge  he  could  of  Guiana ,  and  the  end  of  my  ior- 
ney  at  this  time  was  to  difeouer  and  enter  the  fame, but 
my  intelligence  was  farre  (rom  trueth,  for  the  country 
is  fituateaboue  6oo.Englifh  miles  further  from  the 
fea,  then  I  was  made  beleeue  it  had  beene, which  after¬ 
ward  vnderftanding  to  be  true  by  Berreo ,  1  kept  itfrom 
the  knowledge  ot  my  companie  ,  who  elfe  woulde 
neuerhaue  beene  brought  to  attempt  the  fame  ••  of 
which 6 oo. miles  Ipaffed^o.leauingmy fhippesfo 
farre  from  me  at  ancor  in  the  fea ,  which  was  more  of 
defire  to  performe  that  difcouery,then  ofreafbn,  efpe- 
dally  hauing  fuch  poore  &  weakc  veffels  to  tranfport 
o  ur  felues  in ;  for  in  the  bottom  o(  an  old  Gallego  which 
l  caufed  to  be  fafhtoned  like  a  Galley , and  in  one  barge, 
two  wherries, and  a  (hip  bote  ofthe  Lyons  whelpe,we 
caried  rooperfonsandtheirvidfualsfora  moncth  in 
the  fame,being  al  driuen  to  lie  in  thcraine  and  wether, 
in  the  open  aire.in  the  burning  (imne,&  vpon  the  hard 
bords  ,and  to  drefTe  our  meat.and  to  carry  al  manner  of 
furniture  in  them, wherewith  they  were  (o  peftred  and 
vnfauery  ,  that  what  with  victuals  being  moft  fifh, 

A  • 
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with  the  weetc  clothes  offo  many  men  thruft  together 
and  the  heate  of  the  (iinne ,  I  will  vndertakc  there  was 
neuerany  prifonin  England,  that coulde  be  founds 
more  vnlauory  and  lothfome ,  efpecially  to  my  felfe, 
who  had  for  many  yeares  before  becne  dieted  and 
cared  for  in  a  fort  farre  differing. 

If  Captaine  Prefton  had  not  beene  perfwaded  that  he 

fhould  haue  come  too  late  to  Tr'mcdado  to  haue  found 

* 

vs  there  (  for  the  moneth  was  expired  which  I  promi- 
fed  to  tarry  for  him  there  ere  he  could  recouer  the  coaft 
of  Spaine)  but  that  it  had  pleafed  God  he  might  haue 
ioyned  with  vs,  and  that  wee  had  entred  the  countrey 
but  fome  ten  daies  fooner  ere  the  riuers  were  ouerflow- 
en,we  had  aduentured  either  to  haue  gone  to  the  great 
City  of  c _Manoa%  or  at  lead  taken  fo  many  of  the  other 
Cities  and  townes  neerer  at  hand, as  would  haue  made 
aroyallreturne :  But  it  pleafed  not  God  fo  much  to  fa- 
uour  me  at  this  time :  if  it  fhalbe  my  lot  to  profecute 
the  fame,  I  (hall  willingly  fpend  my  life  therein,  and  if 
any  elfe  (halbe  enabled  thereunto ,  and  conquere  the 
fame,  I  allure  him  thus  much,  he  (hall  performe  more 
then  euer  was  done  in  Mexico  by  Com*.,  or  in  Peru  by 
Paca.ro  ,vv  hereof  the  one  conquered  the  Empire  o  IMk- 
uzuma}thc  other  of  Guafcar^nd  AtabaUpa, and  whatfo- 
euer  Prince  fhall  poflefle  it,  that  Prince  fhalbe  Lord  c 
of  more  Gold  ,and  of  a  more  beautifull  Empire,  and 
of  more  Cities  and  people ,  then  eyther  the  king  of 
Spayne,  orthe  great  Turkc. 

But  becaufe  there  may  arife  many  doubtes ,  and 
how  this  Empire  of  Guiana  is  become  (o  populous, 
and  adorned  with  fo  manic  greate  Cities ,  Townes, 
Temples ,  and  threafurcs ,  I  thought  good  to  make  it 

C  knowen. 


lo  The  Di  s  cover  i  e 

knowcn,that  the  Emperour  now  raigning  is  difcended 
from  thofe  magnificent  Princes  of  Peru  of’whofe  large 
territories,  of  whofe  pollicies,  conquefts,  edifices,  and 
riches  Pedro  de  Ciez,a3Francifco  Lopez, ,  and  Others  hauc 
written  large  difcourfes .-  for  when  Frandfco  P  acr.ro.  I)  :- 
ego  Almagro  and  others  conquered  the  faid  Empire  of 
Peru,  and  had  pm  to  death  At  de  dip  a  fonne  to  Guaym- 
capa,  which  Atabdipa  had  formerly  caufed  his  eldcft 
brother  Guafcar  to  be  fiaine,one  of  the  younger  formes 
of  Guayxacapa  fled  out  of  Peru ,  and  tooke  with  him 
many  thoufandes  of  thofe  louldiers  of  the  Empyre 
called  Ore  tones,  and  with  thofe  and  many  others  which 
followed  him, he  vanquifhed  al  that  trad  and  valley  of 
A±mertca  which  is  fituate  beiwecne  the  great  riuers  of 
Amaz.onesysx\A  Baraquan ,  Otherwife  called  Qrcr.ohc  and 
Mar  anion . 

The  Empyre  of  Guiana  is  diredlyeaft  from  Peru 
towards  the  fea,  and  licth  vnder  the  Equinodial  line . 
and  it  hath  more  abundance  of  Goldc  then  any  part 
of  Peru ,  and  as  many  or  more  great  Cities  then  euer 
Peru  had  when  it  florifhed  mo  ft.-  it  is  gouerned  by  the 
famelawes,  and  the  Emperour  and  people  cbferue 
the  fame  religion ,  and  the  fameforme  and  pollicies  in 
goucrnment2s  was  vied  in  Per#,  net  differing  in  any 
part :  and  as  I  haue beene  allured  by  fiich of  th cSpauy- 
ardes  as  haue  fee ne  Manoa  the  cmperiall  Citie  of  Guia- 
ua3 which  the  Spanyardes  cal  el  Dorado ,that  for  the  great- 
nes,for  the  riches,  and  for  the  excellent  fcate,  it  farre 
excecdeth  any  of  the  world,atleaftof  fo  much  of  the 
world  as  is  knowen  to  the  Spanifh  nation.it  is  founded 
vpon  alakeof  faltwater  of  200.  leagues  long  like  vnto 
mare  cafpiu.  And  if  we  compare  it  to  that  o  {pern, Sc  but 
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readethe  report  of  Francifa  Lopez,  &  others, it  wil  feemc 
more  then  credible, and  becaufe  we  may  iudge  of  the 
one  by  the  other,  I  thought  good  to  infert  part  of  the 
1 20.  chapter  of  Lopez,  in  his  generallhiftorie  ofthe  /«* 
dm,  wherein  he  difcribeth  the  court  and  magnificence 
of  Gnajnacapa,  aunceftor  to  the  Emperourof  Guiana, 
whofe  very  words  are  thefe.  To  do  el  feruitiodefu  cafa , 
mefa,y  coz,ina  era  de  oro,y  de  plat  a,  y  quando  menos  de  plat  a , 
y  cobre por  mas  rez,io *  Tenia  enfu  recamara  eflatuas  huecas 
dc  oro  que  pareciangigantes,y  las  figuras  al  propto  ,  y  tamano 
de  quantos  animates,  axes,  arboles^y  yeruas produce  la  tierra , 
/  de  quantos  peces  cria  la  mar  y  aguas  de  fits  re) nos.  Tenia  affi 
mefmo  fogas^  coftales  ,cc flashy  troxes  de  oroj  plat  a  ,  rimer  os  de 
palos  de  oroy  que  parecieff m  lenna  raiada para  quemar .  En  fin 
no  auia  cofa  en  fa  tierra  ,  que  no  la  tuuiejfe  de  oro  contrahecha : 
j  aun  dizjen,  que  tenian  los  Ingas  vn  verge  l  en  vna  IJla  cere  a 
de  la  Puna^  dondefe yuan  a  bolgar ,  quando  querian  mar  ,  que 
tenia  la  ortaliz^a^  las  fores  yyarboles  de  oroj  plat  a  ,  inucncion  y 
grandez>a  hafla  entonces  nunc  a  vijla.  Allende  de  todo  ejlo  tenia 
infinitifsmia  cantidad  de  plat  a  3y  oro  por  labrar  en  el  Cuz,co  2que 
fe  perdio  por  la  muerte  de  Guafcar ,  ca  los  Indio s  lo  efcondieron , 
viendo  que  los  efpanioles  fe  lo  tomauan ^  j  emhiauana  Effania, 

That  is,  All  the  veffels  of  his  houfe,  table,  and  kitchin 
were  of  Gold  and  Siluer,  and  the  meaneft  of  filucr  and 
copper  for  ftrength  and  hardnes  of  the  mettal.  He  had 
in  his  wardroppe  hollow  ftatues  of  golde  which  Tee¬ 
med  giants ,  and  the  figures  in  proportion  and  bignes 
of  all thebealtesjbirdes, trees  and  hearbes ,  that  the 
earth  bdngeth  forth  :  and  of  all  the  fillies  that  the  fea 
or  waters  of  his  kitigdome  breedech .  Hee  had  alfo 
ropes.budgets,  chcfles  and  troughs  of  golde  and  fil- 
uer,  heapes  of  billets  of  golde  that  feemed  woodc , 

C  %  marked 
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marked  out  to  burne. Finally  there  was  nothing  in  his 
countrey,whereofheehadnorthe  counterfeat  in  geld-- 
Yea  and  they  fay,  The/»^hada  garden  of  pleafure 
in  an  Hand  neere  Puna ,  where  they  went  to  recreate 
thcmfelues,  when  they  would  take  the  ayre  ofthe  lea, 
which  had  all  kind  of  garden  hearbes,flowers  and  trees 
of  Gold  and  Sillier,  an  inuention.,&  magnificence  til 
thenneuer  feene  ;  Befides  all  this  ,he  had  an  infinite 
quantitie  offiluerand  goldvnwrought  in  Cuz.co  which 
was  loft  by  jhe death  of  Guafcar ,  for  the  Indians  hid 
it,  feeing  that  the  Spaniards  tookeit,  and  fenc  it  in¬ 
to  Spayne. 

And  in  the  117*  Chapter  Prmcifco  Picarro  caufed  the 
Golde  and  Siluer  of  c /Itabalipa  to  bee  weyed ,  after 
bee  had  taken  ic,  which  Lopez,  fetteth  downe  in  thefc  • 
wordes  following. 

Hallaron  cmquertta  y  dos  mil  mar  cos  de  luera  plat  a  y  vn 
millon  y  trezientos  y  veinte y fey  smiley  cjuintentos  pefes  de 

ero  ,  which  is :  They  founde  fiftie  and  twothoufand 
markes  of  good  filuer,  and  one  million,  and  three 
hundred  twentie  and  fixethoufand  and  fiue hundred 
pefoes  of  golde. 

Nowe  although  thefc  reportes  may  feeme  ftraunge, 
yet  if  wee  confider  the  many  millions  which  are  daily 
brought  out  of  Peru  into  Spaine ,  wee  may  eafely  be- 
leeue  the  fame,  for  wee  finde  that  by  the  abundant 
treafure  of  that  countrey,  the  Spanifh  King  vexeth 
all  the  Princes  of  Europe ,  and  is  become  in  a  fewe 
yeares  from  a  poore  king  of  Caftile  the  greateftmo- 
narke  of  this  part  of  the  worlde,  and  likelie  euery 
day  toincreafe,  if  other  Princesiorfloe  the  good  oc- 
cafions  offered ,  and  fuffer  him  to  adde  this  Empire  to 

the 
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the  reft,  which  by  farre  exceedeth  all  the  reft:  if  his 
goldenow  indaunger  vs,  hee  will  then  be  vnreftfta- 
ble  .  Such  of  the  Spaniards  as  afterwardc  endeuou- 
red  the  conqueft  thereof  (whereof  there  hauc  beene 
many  as  fhall  bee  declared  heereafter )  thought  that 
this  I  vgay  (of  whomc  this  Emperor  now  liuing  is  def- 
cended)tooke  his  way  by  the  riuer  of  Amaz,ones, by  that 
braunch  which  is  called  Pafamene , for  by  that  way  fol- 
lowed  Orehano  (  bythecommaundementof  the  Mar- 
quisP acarro  in  the  yeare  1542. )whofe  name  the  riuer 
alfo  beareth  this  day,  which  is  alfo  by  others  called  Ma- 
ragnon, althogh  Andrew  Theuet  doth  affirm  that  between 
Afaragnon  and  Amaz,ones  there  are  1 20.  leagues:  but 
litre  it  is  that  thofc  riuers  haue  one  head  &  beginning, 
and  that  Maragncn  which  Theuet  defcribeth  is  but  a 
braunch  of  Amaz^ones  or  Oreltano,  of  which  I  wilfpeake 
more  in  an  other  place  .  It  was  alio  attempted  by 
Diego  Ordace  3  but  whether  before  Orelie.no  or  after  I 
knowe  not;  butitis  now  little  leffe  then  70.  yeares 
fince  that  Ordace  a  knight  of  the  order  oi  Saint  Ugo 
attempted  the  fame:  and  it  was  in  the  yeare  1 542.  that 
Oreliano  difcoucrcdthe  riuer  of  butthefirft 

that  euet  {awecjtySaKca  was  Johannes  M/trtmes  maftcr 
of  the  munition  to  Crdace.  At  a  porte  called  Mo- 
requito  in  Guiana  there  lyeth  atthisdaieagreatancor 
of  Ordaces  fhippe  3  and  this  port  is  feme  300.  miles 
within  thelande  ,vpon  the  greate  riuer  o {Oreneque. 

I  relied  at  this  port  fowredaies;  twentie  daies  af¬ 
ter  Heft  the  fhippes  at  Curiapan  .  The  relation  ofthis 
Martjnes  (  who  w  as  the  firft  that  6ilcouexcdManoa)his 
fuccelfe  &  end  is  to  be  feenein  theChaunceryoftSV;/#/ 
Juan  depart 0  rice,  vAitlpoiBerreo  had  a  COppie ,  which 
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appeared  to  be  the  greatell  incouragement  as  well  to 
Ber^eo  as  to  others  that  formerly  attemptecTthedtl- 
couery  and  conqueft.  Orehano  after  he  failed  ofthe  dil- 
couerie  of  Guiana  by  the  faid  riuer  of  Ama~onesz  palled 
into  Spaine,  and  there  obtained  a  patent  ofthe  king 
for  the  inuafion  and  conqueft  ,  but  died  by  feaa- 
boutthe  Hands ,  and  his  fleet  beeing  feuered  by  tem¬ 
ped:,  the  action  for  that  time  proceeded  not .  Die¬ 
go  Ordace followed  the  cnterprize,and  departe  d  Spaine 
with  600.  foldiers and  30. horfe,  who  arriuing  on  the 
coafl:  of  Guiana  was  llaine  in  a  muteny  with  the  mod 
part  of  fuchasfauouredhim,as  alio  ofthe  rebellious 
part,  in  fo  much  as  his  fhips  perifhed,andfewor  none 
returned  ,  neither  was  it  certainely  knowen  what  be¬ 
came  ofthe  faid  Ordace  ,\’ntil\Berreo  found  the  ancor 
of  his  fhipin  the  riuer  of  Orenoque'-,  but  it  wasfuppo- 
fed ,  and  fo  it  i  s  written  by  Lope*,  that  he  perifhed  on  the 
leas,  and  of  other  writers  diuerfly  concerned  &.  repor¬ 
ted.  And  heereofit  came  that  Martynes  entred  fofarre 
within  the  lande  and  arriued  at  that  Citie  of  Inga  the 
Emperor,  for  it  chaunced  that  while  Ordace  with  his 
armic  relied  at  the  port  ol  Morequito  (who  was  either 
the  firft  or  fecond  that  attempted  Gaianajby  fome  neg¬ 
ligence, the  whol  (lore  ofpowder  prouided  for  the  fer- 
uicewas  fet  on  hre,&  Martinet  hauingthe  chiefcharge 
was  condemned  by  the  generall  Ordace  to  be  executed 
forth wi th '.<JWartines  being  much  fauored  by  the  foldi* 
ers  had  al  the  meane  poflihle  procured  for  his  life,  but 
it  could  not  be  obtained  in  other  fort  then  this .  That 
he  ill  11  Id  be  fet  into  a  Canoa  alone  without  any  victual, 
onely  with  his  armcs,and  fo  turndlooile  into  the  great 

iriuer:but  itplealed  God  that  the  Canoa  was  carried 

downc 
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downc  cue  flreame,  $:  that  certain  ofthc  Guianians  tret 
it  the  fame'euening,& hatting  net  at  any  time  fer.e  any 
Chriftian  ,  nor  any  man  of  that  colour ,  they  caricd 
Mar  tyres  into  the  land  tc  be  wondred  at ,  and  fo  from 
tcjvnetotowne,vntillhecame  to  the  great  Citie  of 
tMama ,  the  feate  and  refidence  of  Inga  the  Emperor. 
The  Emperor  after  he  had  beheld  him,  knew  him  to 
be  a  Chriftian  ( for  it  was  not  long  before  that  hi  s  bre¬ 
thren  Guafcar  and  Atabalipa  were  vanquifhed  by  the 
Spaniardsin  Pcm)  andcaufed  him  to  be  lodged  in  his 
pallace3andwell  entertained  :  heeliued  y.moncths  in 
(All anca^hut not  fiiftercd  to  wander  into  the  countrey 
anywhere:  hec  was  alfo  brought  thither  all  the  waie 
blindfield  ,  led  by  the  Indians  ,vntillhecameto  tire 
entrance  of  AHanca  it  felfe^  and  was  14. or  1  e.daiesin 
the  paftage :  he  auowed  at  his  death  that  he  entred  the 
City  at  Noon. then  they  vneouered  his  face,and  that 
he  tratielled  al  that  dare  til  night  thcrow  the  Citie,  and 
tbe  next  day  from  fun  rifing  to  fun  fetting,ere  he  came 
to  the  pallace  of  Inga.  After  that  Martpes  had  lined  7. 
moneths  in  Manoa ,  and  began  to  vndeifland  the  lan¬ 
guage  of  the  country, Inga  asked  him  whether  he  deft- 
red  to  rcturne  into  his  own  countrcy,or  would  willing¬ 
ly  abidewith  hiimbuty^r/y^wnordefirotis  to  ftsy,cb- 
tained  the  fauour  of  Inga  to  depart, with  whom  he  lent 
diuers  Guianians  to  conduit  him  to  the  riuer  of Orenoque 
all  loden  with  as  much  gold  as  they  could  carrie, which 
he  gaue  to  Martines  at  his  departure :  but  when  he  was 
arriuedneere  the  riuers  fide  ,  the  borderers  which 
are  called  Orenoejttefont  robbed  him  and  his  Gutanians  c-f 
all  the  treafure  ( the  borderers  bceing  at  that  time  at 
warres  which  Inga ,  and  not  conquered )  fane  or  ely  of 
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two  great  bottels  of  go?ds ,which  were  filled  with  beads 
of  gold  curioufly  wrought ,  which  thofe  Orenoqxeponi 
thought  had  ben  no  other  thing  then  his  drink  or  meate 
or  grain  for  foodc  with  which  tjMartynes  had  lib  ertie  to 
paffe3and  fo  in  Canons  lie  fell  down  by  the  riuer  of  Orem- 
que  to  Trine  dado ,  and  from  thence  to  (^targuerita&nd 
fo  to  Saint  luan  dc paerto  rico ,  where  remaining  a  long 
tyme  for  paflage  into  he  died. In  the  time  of  his 

extreme  ficknefle  ,  and  when  he  was  without  hope 
of  life,  receauing  the  Sacrament  at  the  handesof  his 
ConfcfTor,he  deliuered  thefe  thinges,  with  the  relation 
ofhis  traucls,  andalfocalledforhisCW/.*^«.d  orgords 
ofrhegoldbeades  which  he  gaue  to  the  Church  &  fri¬ 
ers  to  be  praied  for.  This  Marty nes  was  he  that  chrift- 
nedthecitie  of  Manoal by  the  name  of£/  Dorado  ,and 
as  Berreo  informed  me  vpon  this  occafion.Thofc  Gma- 
mans  and  alfo  the  bord  erers,and  all  others  in  that  tradfc 
which  I  hauefeenare  marucylons  great  drunkardes}m 
which  vice  I  think  no  nation  can  compare  with  them 
and  at  the  times  of  their  folcmne  feafts  when  the  Em¬ 
peror  carowfeth  with  bis  Captayns,tributories,  &go- 
uernoursjthe  manner  is  thus.  All  thofe  that  pledge  him 
are  firfl  (tripped  naked,8i  their  bodies  annoynted  al  o- 
vi  cr  with  a  kinde  of  white  Balfamam-.  by  them  called  Car- 
cat  Jof which  there  is  great  plenty  and  yet  very  deare  a- 
mongft  them ,  and  it  is  of  all  other  the  molt  pretious} 
wherof  wehauehadgood  experience:  when  they  are 
annointedaIlouer,certaine  feruants  of  the  Emperor 
hauing  prepared  gold  made  into  fine  powder  blow  it 
thorow  hollow  canes  vpo  their  naked  bodies ,vntill  they 
be  a!  fhining  from  the  foote  to  the  head.,  &  in  this  fort 
they  fitdiinking  by  twentie  s  and  hundreds  &  continue 


OF  G  VI  ANA.  IJ 

in  drunkennes  fomtimcs  fixe  or  ieuen  daies  togither : 
the  fame  is  alio  confirmed  by  a  letter  written  into 
Sfstne  which  was  intercepted  ,  which  mailer  Robert 
Dudley  told  me  he  had  feen.  Vpon  this  fight ,  and  for 
the  abundance  of  gold  which  he  law  in  the  citie  ,  the 
Images  of  gold  in  their  Temples ,  the  plates  armors, 
and  ihields  ofgold  which,  they  vie  in  the  wars,  he  cal¬ 
led  it  El  Dorado.  After  Qreliewo  who  wasemploied  by 
Pacaro  afterwards  Marques  Pacaro  conqueror  and  go- 
uernor  of  Peru ,  and  the  death  of  Ordure  and  Mamnesl 
one  Pedro  de  Oftu ,  a  knight  of  IGauarre  attempted  Gut- 
ana ,  taking  his  way  from  Perut  and  built  his  brigan- 
dines  vpon  a  riuer  called  Oia ,  which  rifeth  to  the 
fouthwardof  Quito  ,  and  is  very  great  :  this  riuer  fal- 
ieth  \v\to  Amax^ones  ^  by  which  Ofua  with  his  compa¬ 
nies  deicended,  and  came  out  of  that  Prouincc  which 
is  called  Mmjlones  :  and  it  ieemeth  to  me  that  this 
Empire  is  reierued  for  her  Maieftic  and  the  Enghfh  na¬ 
tion,  by  reaibn  of  the  hard  fuccefie  which  all  theie 
&  other  Spaniards  found  in  attempting  the  iame,whcr- 
of  I  will  ipeake  brieflie ,  though  impertinentin  iome 
iort  to  my  purpoie.  This  Pedro  de  Ofua  had  among  his 
troupes  a  Bfcayn  called  etgiri ,  a  man  meanlic  borne, 
&  bare  no  other  office  than  a  Sergeant  or  Alfereu-.  but 
after  certainc  months,  when  the  ibldiers  were  grieued 
with  trauels  and  confumed  with  famine ,  and  that  no 
entrance  could  be  found  by  the  branches  or  body  of 
Jtnaz..oms ,  this  A  gin  railed  a  mtiteny ,  of  which  hee 
made  himfelfe  the  head,  and  fo  preuailed  as  he  put 
Ofua  to  the  fivord,and  all  his  followers,  taking  on  him 
the  whole  charge  and  commandement  with  a  pur¬ 
poie  not  onely  to  make  himielfe  Emperor  of  Guiana , 
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but  alio  of  Peru,  and  of  al  that  fide  of  the  wefi  Indies',  he 
had  of  his  partie  teuen  hundred  foldiers,  and  of  thole 
many  promiled  to  draw  in  other  captains  and  compa¬ 
nies  to  deliuer  vp  towns  and  forts  in  Peru,  but  neither 
finding  by  the  faide  riuer  any  paffage  into  Guiana^  nor 
any  poifibilitie  to  returne  towards  Peru  by  the  lame 
Ama~ones  by  reaion  that  the  delcent  of  the  riuer  made 
fo  great  a  currant ,  he  was  inforced  to  defemboque  at 
the  mouth  of  the  laid  Amx^ones  .which  cannot  be  lefle 
than  a  thouland  leagues  fro  the  place  where  they  im- 
barqued :  from  thence  he  coafted  the  land  till  he  arri- 
ued  at  Marguerite  to  the  North  of  Mompatar,  which  is 
at  dais  daie  called  Puerto  de  Tyranno ,  for  that  he  there 
flue  Don  I  turn  de  villa  Andreda.QpwttilOX  oi(jMargueritai 
who  was  father  to  Dsn  hum  Sermtento  goucrnor  of 
Marguerita  when  Sir  lohn  Burgh  landed  there,  and  at¬ 
tempted  the  Hand,  Agiri put  to  the  Iword  all  others  in 
the  Iland  that  refilled  to  be  of  his  partie ,  and.csdke 
with  him  certaine  Cemerones ,  and  other  delperate 
companions :  From  thence  he  went  to  Cunsana  3  and 
there  flew  the  Goner  nor ,  and  dealt  in  all  as  at  Margue¬ 
rite  :  he  Ipoiled  all  the  coaft  of  Caracas ,  and  the  pro- 
uince  of  Nenfuello^  and  of  Rio  de  hache ,  and  as  I  remem¬ 
ber  it  was  the  lame  ycer  that  Sir  lohn  Hankins  failed  to 
Saint  IuandeLuain  the  Iefm  of  Lukeck, ,  for  himtelfe 
told  me  that  he  met  with  Inch  a  one  vpon  the  coaft 
that  rebelled,  and  had  failed  downe  all  the  riuer  of  A- 
sxaz.enes.  Agiri  from  hence  landed  about  Sancl a  Mar¬ 
ta^  and  hacked  it  alfo, putting  to  death  lo  many  as  re¬ 
futed  to  be  his  followers ,  purpofing  to  inuade  Nueuo 
res  no  de  Granada ,  &  to  lack  Pampelone^  tAt  erida^t.agrita 
Tuning  &  the  reft  of  the  cities  of  Nueuo  rejgno3  and  from 
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thence  againe  to  enter  Peru  :  but  in  a  fight  in  the  laid 
Nhcu*  reygno  he  was  ouerthrowne,&  finding  no  way  to 
efcapc,  he  firft  put  to  the  fword  his  own  children, fore¬ 
telling  them  that  they  fhould  not  line  to  be  defamed 
or  opbraid  by  the  Spaniards  after  his  death,  who  would 
haue  rearmed  them  the  children  of  a  Traytor  or  Tyrant , 
and  that  fi thence  he  could  not  make  them  Princes,  he 
woulde  yet  deliner  them  from  flume  and  reproch  : 
Thefe  were  the  ends  and  tragedies  of  Oreliano,  Ordace , 
OfuagjMartynes,  and  Agiri. 

After  thefe  followed  Ierommo  Ortalde  Saragofa  with 
130.  fbldiers,  who  failing  his  entrance  by  lea  was  call 
with  the  currant  on  die  coaft  of  Paria,  and  peopled 
about  S.-MigneUde  Nstteri.  It  was  then  attempted  by 
Don  Pedro  defylua  a  Port  agues  of  the  familie  of  Rigomes 
defylua,  and  by  the  fauour  which  Rigomes  had  with  the 
king, he  was  let  out,  but  he  alfb  (hot  wide  of the  mark, 
fur  being  departed  from  Spume  with  his  fleete,  he  en- 
tred  by  Maragnonox  Am*z,onts ,  whereby  the  nations 
of  the  riuer,  and  by  the  Amaz,ones  he  was  vtterly  ouer- 
throwen,and  himle'fe  and  all  his  armie  dcfeated,one- 
ly  feuen  efcaped,and  of  thole  but  two  returned. 

Afterhimcame  Pedro  Hernandez,  de  Serpa ,  and  lan¬ 
ded  at  Cumin  a  in  the  ivefl  Indies ,  taking  his  iourncy  by 
land  towards  Orenoqne ,  which  may  bee  fome  120. 
leagues,  but  ere  he  came  to  the  borders  of  the  laid 
riuer,  he  was  fet  vponby  a  nation  of  Indians  called 
mkiri,  and  otierthrowen  in  fort,  that  of  300.  foldiers, 
horlemen,  many  Indians,  and  Negros,  there  returned 
but  1 8 :  others  affirm  that  he  was  defeated  in  the  very 
entrance  of  Guiana, at  the  firft  cimll  towne  of  the  Em¬ 


pire  called  cMacureguarai.  Captainc  P  reft  on  in  taking 
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S.  I ago  de  Leon  ( which  was  by  him  and  his  companies 
veryrefolntely  performed,  being  a  great  towne,  and 
far  within  the  land)  held  a  gentleman  prifbner  who 
died  in  his  fit  ip,  that  was  one  of  the  companie  of  Her¬ 
nandez  de  Serpa ,  and  faced  among  thole  that  eicaped, 
who  witnefted  what  opinion  is  held  among  the  Spa¬ 
niards  thereabouts  of  the  great  riches  of  Guiana ,  and 
El  Dorado  die  citie  of  Inga,  Another  Spaniard  was 
brought  aboord  me  by  captaine  Prefton ,  who  told  me 
in  the  hearing  of  himlelfe  and  diners  other  gentle- 
men,  that  he  met  with  Bcnees  Campmafter  a tCara- 
c*f,when  he  came  from  the  borders  of  Gwana, and  that 
hie  law  with  him  fortie  of  moft  pure  plates  of  goide 
curioufly  wrought,  and  {words  of  Guiana  decked  and 
inlaid  with  goide,  feathers  garnifhed  with  goide,  and 
diners  rarities  which  he  carried  to  the  Spamlh  king. 

After  Hernandez-  de  Serpa  it  was  vndertaken  by  the  A- 
delantado,  Don  Gonzales  Cements  de  Cafada,  who  W.1S  ITl'ig 
of  the  chick  ft  in  the  conqueft  of  Nueuo  reym ,  whole 
daughter  heirc  Don  Ant  bento  de  Berree  mixiediGonza- 
les  fought  thcpallagc  alio  by  the  riuer  called  Papame- 
»«?,  which  rifeth  by  Quito  in  Peru,  &  runneth  loutheaft 
loofteagues,  &:  then  lalleth  into  Am* zones, but  he  allb 
failing  the  entrance,  returned  with  the  lofle  of  much 
labour  and  coft :  I  tooke  one  captaine  George  a  Spani¬ 
ard  that  followed  Gonztles  in  this  enterprife.  Gonzales 
gaue  his  daughter  to  Berreo  taking  his  oth  and  honor, 
to  follow  the  enterprife  to  the  iaft  of  his  liibftance 
and  life,who  lincc  as  lie  hath  f verne  to  me  hath  Ipent 
3ooooo.ducatcs  in  the  fame,  andyetneuer  could  en¬ 
ter  lo  far  into  the  land  as  my  felfe  with  that  poore 
troupe  or  rather  a  handfull  of  men,  being  in  all  about 
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ioo.gentlemen,foldiers,rowers,bote-keepers,boics, 

and  of  all  forts :  neither  could  any  of  the  forepafted 
vndertakers,  nor  Berreo  himfelfe  difoouer  the  country, 
till  now  lately  by  conference  with  an  ancient  king 
called  Carapam  he  got  the  true  light  thereof:  for  Bar¬ 
ren  came  abouc  1 5oo.miles,  ere  he  vnderftood  oncht, 
or  could  finde  any  paftageor  entrance  into  any  part 
thereof, yet  he  had  experience  of  all  thele  forenamed, 
and  diners  others,  and  was  perivvaded,  of  their  errors 
and  miftakings.  Berreo  fought  it  by  the  riucr  Cajfana;', 
which  falleth  into  a  great  riuer  called  Fate^Pato  fallcth 
into  CH eta3  and  sJMeta  mtoBaracjmn^  which  is  alio 
Called  Orenocjste- 

He  tookehis  iourney  from  A Tueuo  rcytio  Ac  Granada 
where  he  dwelt,haning  the  inheritance  o  i  Gonzales  Ce¬ 
nt  cr.es  in  thole  parts  :  he  was  followed  with  yco.horle, 
he  dratie  with  him  iooo.head  of  cartel!,  hehadalfo 
many  women, Indian's, and  flat  les.Hcw  all  thele  riuers 
erode  and  encounter,  how  the  countrie  licthandis 
bordred,  the  palfage  of  Cemenes^  and  of  Berreo ,  mine 
owne  difoouerie,  and  the  way  that  I  entred,  with  all 
the  reft  of  the  nations  and  riuers,  your  Lordfhip  fhall 
receiue  in  a  large  Chart  or  Map,  which  I  haue  not  yet 
finished, and  which  I  fhall  mod  humbly  pray  your  Lo. 
to  fecret,and  not  to  buffer  it  to  paffe  your  own  hands ; 
for  by  a  draught  thereof  all  may  bee  preuented  by 
other  nations.  For  1 1  now  it  is  this  vetyyeere  fought 
by  the  French,  although  by  the  way  that  they  now 
take,  I  feare  it  not  much.  It  was  alfo  told  me  ere  I  de¬ 
parted  England,  that  Vilhcrs  the  Admirall  was  in  pre¬ 
paration  for  the  planting  of  Am  Agones,  to  which  riuer 
the  French,  haue  made  diners  voiages,  and  returned 
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much  gold  and  other  rarities.  I  Ipake  with  a  captains 
ofa  French  (hip  that  came  from  thence,  his  fhip  ri- 
ding  in  FA  mouthy  the  fame  yeerc  that  my  (hips  came 
firft  from  Virginia. 

There  was  another  this  yeere  in  Helford  that  alio 
came  from  thence,  and  had  been  i4.moneths  at  an 
ancor  in  Amaz.or.es  ^  which  were  both  very  rich.  Al¬ 
though  as  I  am  perlwaded ,  Guiana  cannot  be  entred 
that  way,  yet  no  doubt  the  trade  of  gold  from  thence 
pafteth  by  branches  of  riuers  into  the  ri tier  of  Arr.az.o- 
nes ,  and  fo  it  doth  on  euery  hand  farre  from  the  coun¬ 
trey  it  felfe,  for  thole  Indians  of  Trenedado  haue  plates 
of  gold  from  Guiana  ,  and  thole  Cambals  of  Dominica 
which  dwell  in  the  Hands  by  which  our  Chips  pafle 
yeerly  to  the  weft  Ir.diesyx\(o  the  Indians  of  Pariaf. hole 
Indians  called  Tucarisy  Chochi ,  Apotomios ,  Cumanagotost 
and  all  thole  other  nations  inhabiting  nere  about  the 
mountaines  that  run  from  Paria  thorow  the  Pro  tunc.: 
of Venfuelloy  and  in  (jUaracapana.  and  the  Cambalsof 
Guanipa ,  the  Indians  called  Aftan-ai,  Coaca.Aiaiyand  the 
reft  (all  which  fhali be  delcribed  in  my  delcription  as 
they  are  lituate)haue  plates  of  gold  of  Guiana.  And  vp- 
ontheriucrof  Am.iz.ones  Thettet  writeth  that  the  peo¬ 
ple  weare  Croiffknts  of  gold,for  of  that  form  the  Guiani- 
ms  molt  commonly  make  thctn :  So  as  from  Dominica 
to  Amaz.oncs  which  is  aboue  25o.Ieagues,ali  the  chiefe 
Indians  in  al  parts  weare  of  thole  plates  of  GuianaNw- 
dotibtcdly  thole  that  trade  Amoz.ones  returne  much 
gold ,  which  (as  is  aforefaid)  commedi  by  trade  from 
Guiana  Jay  lome  branch  ofa  riuer  that  falleth  from  die 
countrey  into  Amaz.ones ,  and  either  it  is  by  the  riuer 
which  pafle tli  by  the  nations  called  Ttfrados ,  or  by  Ca- 
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refund.  I  made  inquirie  amongft  the  raoft  ancient  and 
beft  traueled  of  the  Orettoquefonific  I  had  knowledge  of 
all  the  riuers  between  Oreneque  and  Ama^ones^Kaid  was 
very  defirous  to  vnderftand  the  truth  of  thofe  warlike 
women,  bicaufe  of  feme  it  is  beleeued,  of  others  not : 
And  though  I  digrefle  from  my  purpofe ,  yet  I  will 
let  downe  what  hath  been  deliuered  me  for  trudi  of 
thofe  women,  and  I  fpakewith  a  Cafque  or  Lord  of 
people  that  told  me  he  had  been  in  the  riuer ,  and  be¬ 
yond  it  alfo.  The  nations  of  thefe  women  are  on  the 
fouth  fideof  the  riuer  in  the  Prouinces  of  Tepa™3  and 
: their  chiefeft  ftrengths  and  retrains  are  in  the  Hands 
fcituate  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  entrance,  fome  do. 
leagues  within  the  mouth  of  the  laid  riuer.  The  me¬ 
mories  of  the  like  women  are  \  cry  ancient  as  well  in 
Africa  as  in  Afia :  In  A 'frica.  thofe  that  had  CM edufa  for 
Queen  e  i  others  in  Scithm  neere  the  riuers  of  Tan  a  is  and 
Tberrnadon :  we  find  alfo  that  Lampedo  and  CM  art  he  fa 
were  Queens  cf  the  Amazicncs :  in  many  hiftories  they 
are  verified  to  hare  been,  and  in  diners  ages  and  Pro¬ 
vinces  :  But  they  which  are  not  far  from  Guiana  do  ac- 
companiewidi  men  but  once  in  ayeere,  and  for  the 
time  of  one  moneth  ,  which  I  gather  by  their  relation 
to  be  in  Ap  riil.  At  that  time  ail  die  Kings  of  the  bor¬ 
ders  aflenible,  and  the  Queenes  of  the  Awaz.ones,  and 
after  the  Queens  haue  chofen,  the  reft  caft  lots  for 
their  Valentines. This  one  moneth,they  feaft,daunce,& 
drinke  of  their  wines  in  abundance,  &  the  Moone  oe- 
ingdone,  they  all  depart  to  their  owne  Prouinces.  If 
they  conceiue ,  and  be  deliuered  of  a  fonne,  they  re- 
turne  him  to  the  father,  if  of  a  daughter  they  nourifh 

ligand  re  teine  it,  and  as  many  as  haue  daughters  fend 

vnto 


24  •  The  Discovekie 

vnto  the  begetters  a  Prelent,  all  being  defirous  to  in- 
creafe  their  owne  lex  and  kinde,bnt  that  the  cut  of  the 
right  dug  of  the  breft  I  do  not  finde  to  be  true.  It  was 
farther  told  me,  that  if  in  the  wars  they  tooke  any  pri- 
foners  that  they  vied  to  accompany  with  thole  alio  at 
what  time  foeucr,  but  in  the  end  for  certaine  they  put 
them  to  death  :  for  they  are  faid  to  be  very  cruell  and 
bloodthirfty,elpecially  to  fuch  as  offer  to  inuade  their 
territories.  Thefe  Amaz>ones  haue  Ukcwiie  great  ftore 
of  thefe  plates  of  golde,  which  they  recoucr  by  ex¬ 
change  chiefly  for  a  kindc  of  greene  Hones, which  the 
Spaniards  call  Picdras  Hijadas^  and  we  vie  for  fpleenc 
ftones, and  for  the  dileafe  of  the  ftone  we  alio  efteeme 
them :  of  thele  I  law  diners  in  Guiana ,  and  commonly 
eucry  king  or  Cafaae  hath  one,  which  their  wines  for 
the  moft  part  weare,  and  they  efteeme  them  as  great 
iewels. 

But  to  returne  to  the  enterprile  of  Served,  wno  ( as . 
haue  laid  )  departed  from  Nueuo  rejno  with  yoo.horle, 
befides  the  prouifions  aboue  rehearfed ;  he  delcended 
by  the  riuer  called  Caffamr,  which  rileth  in  Nueuo  rej-. 
w  out  of  the  mountaines  by  the  citie  of  Tuuia^  from 
which  mountaine  alfo  fpringeth  Pato,  both  which  fall 
into  the  great  riuer  of  Meta3  andc JMcta  rileth  from  a 
mountaine  ioinmg  to  Pamf  clone  in  the  fame  Nueuo 
re) no  de  Granada :  tlicfc  as  alio  Guaiare  ,  which  illueth 
out  of  the  mountains  by  Timam  fall  all  into  Baraquan , 
and  are  but  of  his  heads,  forat  their  comming  togi- 
ther  they  Iole  their  names,  and  Baraquan  farther  down 
is  alfb  rebaptized  by  the  name  of  Orenoque .  On  the 
other  fide  of  tire  citie  and  hils  o  iTimana  rileth  no  gran¬ 
de  ,  which  falleth  into  the  lea  by  Sanfia  CM  art  a.  By  Caf- 
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fonar  firft,and  fo  into  'JMctaBe ;  reo  palled,  keeping  his 
horlemen  on  the  banks,  where  the  countrie  ferued 
them  for  to  march,  and  where  otherwile  he  was  dri- 
uen  to  embarque  them  in  botes  which  he  builded 
for  the  purpole,&  fo  came  with  the  currant  down  the 
riuer  o i  Met  a^  and  fo  into  Baraquan,  After  he  entred 
that  great  and  mightie  riuer ,  he  began  dailie  to  loofe 
of  his  companies  both  men  and  horle,  for  it  is  in  ma- 
nyplaces  violentlie  Iwift,  and  hath  forcible  eddies, 
many  lands,  and  diners  Hands  fharpe  pointed  with 
rocks :  But  after  one  whole  yeere  ,  lourneying  for  the 
mod  part  by  riuer ,  and  the  reft  by  land  he  grew  dailie 
to  fewer  numbers,for  both  by  licknes,  and  by  encoun- 
tring  with  the  people  of  thole  regions, through  which 
he  trauelled,his  companies  were  much  wafted, elpeci- 
ally  by  diners  incounters  with  the  Amapaiens:  And  in 
all  this  time  he  neuer  could  learne  of  any  paftage  into 
i %'iam ,  nor  any  newes  or  fame  thereof,vntill  he  came 
to  the  farther  border  of  the  laid  Amapaia ,  eight  daies 
iourney  from  the  riuer  Car  oh  ,  which  was  the  fartheft 
riuer  that  we  entred.  Among  thole  of  Amapaia ,  Guiana. 
was  famous  ,  but  few  of  thele  people  accoftcd  Berreo , 
or  woulde  trade  with  him  the  firft  three  months  of 
the  fix  which  he  loiourned  "there.  This  Amap  IS 
alio  maruellous  rich  in  gold  (as  both  Berreo confefted, 
and  thole  of  Guiana  with  whom  I  had  moft  confe¬ 
rence)  and  is  fituate  vpon  Orencke  alio.  In  this  coun¬ 
trey  Berreo  loft  <5o.of  his  beft  Ibldiers ,  and  moft  of  all 
his  horle  that  remained  of  his.  former  yeercs  trauell: 
but  in  the  end  after  diners  encounters  with  thole  na¬ 
tions  they  grew  to  peace,  and  they  p  relented  Berreo 
with  iojmages  of  fine  gold  amog  diners  other  plates 
-  .  E  and 
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and  Croiffants ,  which  as  he  Iware  to  me  and  diuers  o- 
ther  gentlemen  were  lb  curiouflie  wrought,  as  he  had 
not  leene  the  like  either  in  Italy ,  Spaine ,  or  the  Lowe 
Cmtries :  and  he  was  relolued  that  when  they  came  to 
the  hands  of  the  Spanish  king,  to  whom  he  had  lent 
them  by  his  Campmaller,  they  would  appeer  very  ad¬ 
mirable,  elpecially  being  wrought  by  fuch  a  nation  as 
had  no  Iron  inffrument  at  all ,  nor  anie  of  thole  helps 
which  our  goldlmiths  haue  to  worke  withall.  The  par¬ 
ticular  name  of  the  people  in  Amapaia  which  gaue 
him  thele  peeces  are  called  Anebcu ,  and  the  riuer  of  0- 
renoque  at  that  place  isaboue  12.  Engh(b  miles  brode, 
which  maybe  from  his  outfall  into  the  lea  700.  or 
8oo.miles. 

This  Prouince  of  Amapata  is  a  verie  low  and  a  ma- 
rifh  ground  neere  the  riuer ,  and  by  realbn  of  the  red 
water  which  ilfueth  out  in  fm all  branches  thorowthe 
fenny  and  boggie  ground,  there  breed  diuers  poyfou 
full  wormes  and  lerpents  ,  and  the  Spaniards  not  ful- 
pe£ling,nor  in  anie  fort  foreknowing  the  danger  were 
infedted  with  a  greeuous  kind  of  flux  by  drinking  ther- 
of,and  euen  the  very  horles  poilbned  therewith  :  In  lo 
much  as  at  the  end  of  the  fix  months  that  they  abode 
there  ,  of  all  there  troups ,  there  were  not  left  aboue 
120.  loldiers,  and  neither  horle  nor  cattle.  For  Berreo 
hoped  to  haue  found  Guiana  by  1000.  miles  neerer 
then  it  fell  out  to  be  in  the  end,  by  means  wherof  they 
fufteined  much  want  and  much  hunger,  opprelled 
with  greeuous  dileales,  and  all  the  naileries  that  could 
be  imagined.  I  demanded  of  thole  in  Guiana  that  had 
trundled  Antapa/a  how  they  lined  with  that  tawnieor 
red  water  when  they  trauellcd  thither ,  and  they  told 
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me  that  after  the  Sun  was  necrethe  middle  of  the  skie 
they  vfed  to  fill  their  pots  and  pitchers  with  that  wa¬ 
tercut  either  before  that  time,  or  towards  the  letting 
of  the  Sun  it  was  dangerous  to  drinkeof,  and  in  the 
night  ftrong  poilon.  I  learned  alfo  of  diners  other  ri¬ 
sers  of  that  nature  among  them  which  were  alio 
(while  the  Sun  was  in  the  Ad  enduin')  verie  lafe  to  drink 
and  in  the  morning,  euening,  and  night,  woonderfull 
dangerous  and  infe&iue.  From  this  Prouince  Berrea 
halted  away  alloone  as  the  Spring  and  beginning  of 
Summer  appeered,  and  fought  his  entrance  on  the  bor¬ 
ders  of  Orenoque  on  the  louth  fide ,  but  there  ran  a 
ledgeiof  lo  high  &  impalTable  mountaines  as  he  was 
not  able  by  any  means  to  inarch  ouer  thein,c6tinuing 
from  tne  eaftlea  into  which  O raw qu ^  f  alle  th ,  euen  to 
Quito  in  Peru.-  neither  had  he  means  to  carrie  vidtuall 
or  munition  ouer  thole  craggie,high,  and  fall  hils, be¬ 
ing  all  wooddy,  and  thole  fo  thicke  and  Ipiny ,  and  fo 
full  ofprickles,  thorns, and  briers,as  it  is  impolfible  to 
creepe  thorowthem  :  he  had  alio  neither  friendlhip 
among  the  people ,  nor  any  interpreter  to  pefivade  or 
treate  with  them,  and  more,  to  his  difiduantage,  the 
Cajtqui  and  kings  of  Amapuia  had  giuon  knowledge  of 
his  purpole  to  the  Gutanian .r,  and  that  he  lought  to 
lacke  and  conquer  the  Empire,  for  the  hope  of  their 
lo  great  abundance  and  quantities  of  gold :  he  palled 
by  the  mouths  of  many  great  riuers  ,  which  fell  into 
Orenoque  both  from  the  north  and  louth ,  which  I  for- 
bearetoname  for  tcdioufies,  and  bicaule  they  are 
more  pleafing  in  dele ribing  than  reading. 

Berreo  affirmed  that  there  fell  an  hundred  riuers 
into  Orenoque  from  the  north  and  louth,  whereof  the 
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left  was  as  big  as  Rto grande,  that  pafleth  between  Papa- 
yan,  and  Mae  no  rejno  degranada  (  Rio  grande  being  eftee- 
med  one  of  the  renowtned  riuers  in  al  the  weft  Indies, 
&  numbred  among  the  great  riuers  of  the  worid:)But 
he  knew  not  the  names  of  any  of  theft, but  Car  oh  only, 
neither  from  what  nations  they  delcended,neither  to 
what  Prouinces  they  led,  for  he  had  no  meanes  to  dit 
courft  with  the  inhabitants  at  anytime:  neither  was 
he  curious  in  thefe  things,  being  vtterlie  vnlearned,& 
not  knowing  the  eaft  fro  the  weft.  But  of  al  theft  I  got 
fom  knowledge, &  of  manie  more, partly  by  mine  own 
trauel,&  the  reft  by  coferece:  of  fom  one  I  lerned  one, 
ofothers  the  reft,hauing  with  me  an  Indian  that  (pake 
many  languages,  8c  that  of  Guiana  naturally.  I  fought 
out  al  the  aged  men, 8c  fuch  as  were  greateft  trauelers, 
and  by  the  one  8c  the  other  I  came  to  vnderftand  the 
fituations,  the  riuers,  the  kingdoms  from  the  eaft  foa 
to  the  borders  of  Peru,  8c  from  Orenoque  fouthwanJai 
far  as  Amarines  ox  Maragnon ,  and  die  regions  of  .Ma¬ 
ria  Tamball ,  and  of  all  the  kings  of  Prouinces  and  cap¬ 
tains  of  townes  and  villages,how  they  ftood  in  tearms 
ofpeaccorwar,  and  which  were  friends  or  enimies 
the  one  with  the  other ,  without  which  there  can  be 
neither  entrance  nor  conqueft  in  thoft  parts ,  nor  els 
where  :  For  by  the  diflention  bctweene  Guafcar  and 
Atabahpa ,  Pafaro  conquered  Peru ,  and  by  the  hatred 
that  the  Traxcalltans  bare  to  Mutczuma ,  Cortez,  was 
victorious  oner  Mexico ,  without  which  both  the  one 
and  the  other  had  failed  of  their  enterprize,and  of  the 
great  honor  and  riches, which  they  attained  vnto. 

Now  Berreo  began  to  grow  into  delpaire,  and  loo¬ 
ked  for  no  other  fuccefle  than  his  predeceffors  in  this 

enter- 
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enterprize ,  vntill  fuch  time  as  he  arriued  at  the  Pro¬ 
vince  of  Emena  towards  the  eaft  lea  and  mouth  of  the 
riuer ,  where  he  found  a  nation  of  people  very  f;  uora- 
ble,and  the  countrey  full  of  all  maner  ofvi&uan .  The 
king  of  this  land  is  called  Carapana  ,  a  man  very  wile, 
fubtill,  and  of  great  experience,  being  little  lelfe  than 
ioo.yeeres  old :  In  his  youth  he  was  lent  by  his  father 
into  the  Hand  of  Trmedado ,  by  realon  of  ciuill  warre 
among  themlelues,  and  was  bred  at  a  village,  in  that 
Hand,  called  Panco :  at  that  place  in  his  youth  he  had 
leene  many  Chriftians  both  French  and  Spanifh, 
land  went  diuers  times  with  the  Indians  of  Trine- 
dado  to  Afarguerita  and  Cumana  in  the  well  Indies,  (for 
both  thole  places  haue  euer  been  releeued  with  visu¬ 
al!  from  Trine  da  do^by  realon  whereof  he  grew  of  more 
vnderftanding ,  and  noted  the  difference  of  the  nati- 
ons,comparing  the  ftrength  and  armes  ofhis  country 
with  thole  of  the  Chriftians ,  and  euer  after  tempori¬ 
zed  lo,  as  wholoeuer  els  did  amifte ,  or  was  wafted  by 
contention,  Carapana  kept  himlelfe  and  his  country  in 
quiet  and  plentie  :  he  alio  held  peace  with  Canbasox 
Canibals  his  neighbors,  and  had  free  trade  widi  all  na¬ 
tions  wholoeuer  els  had  war. 

Berreo  loiourned  and  relied  his  weake  troupe  in  the 
towne  of  Carapana  fix  weeks,  and  from  him  learnd  die 
way  and  paflage  to  Guiana. ,  and  the  riches  &  magni¬ 
ficence  thereof :  but  being  then  vtterly  difable  to  pro¬ 
ceed,  he  determined  to  trie  his  fortune  anodier  yeere, 
when  he  had  renewed  his  prouifions,  and  regathered 
more  force, which  he  hoped  for  as  wel  out  of  Spain,as 
fr5  Nueuo  regno,  where  he  had  left  his  Ion  Don  Anthonio 
Xemenes  to  lecond  him  vpo  the  firft  notice  giuen  of  his 
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entrance ,  &  lo  for  the  prelent  embarqued  himlelfe  in 
C. in 0,t! ,  &  by  the  branches  of  Orenoque^vdlltd  at  Trine- 
dado  ,  hauing  from  Car  ay  ana  fufficient  Pilots  to  con¬ 
duct  him.  From  Trinedado  he  coafted  Paria,  and  fo  re- 
couered  Marguerita:  and  hauing  made  relation  to  Don 
luan  Sermiento  the  gouernour  of  his  proceeding,  and 
perfvaded  him  of  the  riches  of  Guiana  ,  he  obtai¬ 
ned  from  thence  50.  ioldiers ,  promifing  partlie  to 
returne  to  Car ap ana ,  and  fo  into  Guiana.  Blit  Bsr- 
reo  meant  nothing  lefie  at  that  time  ,  for  he  wan¬ 
ted  manie  prouilions  neceffarie  for  fuch  an  enter- 
prize,  and  therfore  departing  from  Marguerita  feared 
himlelfe  in  'Trinedado ,  and  from  thence  lent  his 
Campmafter,  and  his  Sargeant  maior  back  to  the 
borders  to  dilcouer  the  neerefl  paffage,  into  the  Em¬ 
pire,  as  alio  to  treat  with  the  borderers  ,  and  to 
drawe  them  to  his  partie  and  loue ,  without  which, 
he  knew  he  could  neither  pafle  fafelie,  nor  in  ame 
fort  be  releeued  with  vi&uall  or  ought  els.  Car  ay  ana 
dire  fled  this  companie  to  a  king  c.dled  Morequtto, 
alTuring  them  that  no  man  could  deliuer  fo  much 
of  Guiana  as  Morequitoc ould ,  and  that  his  dwelling 
was  but  fine  daies  iourncy  from  Macureguarai ,  the 
firfl  citiill  towne  of  Guiana. 

Now  your  Lordfhip  fhall  vnderflandthat  this  Mo- 
reqmto  ,  one  of  the  greateft  Lords  or  Kings  of  the 
borders  of  Guiana ,  had  two  or  three  yeeres  before 
beene  at  Cura  ana ,  and  at  Marguerita ,  in  the  well 
Indies ,  with  great  flore  of  plates  of  gold  ,  which 
he  carried  to  exchange  for  fuch  other  things  as  he 
wanted  in  his  owne  countrey ,  and  was  dailie  fealted, 
and  prelented  by  the  gouernors  c>f  thofe  places ,  and 
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held  amongft  them  loine  two  moneths,  in  which  time 
one  Fidct  gouernor  of  Cumana  wan  him  to  be  his  con¬ 
ductor  into  Guiana ,  being  allured  by  thole  Croiffants 
and  Images  of  gold  which  he  brought  with  him  to 
trade  ,  as  alfo  by  the  ancient  fame  and  magnificence 
of£/  Dorado :  whereupon  Gides  lent  into  Spame  for  a 
Patent  to  dilcouer  and  conquer  Guiana,  not  knowing 
of  the  precedence  of  Berreos  patent,  which  as  Berreo  af- 
firmeth  was  figned  before  that  of  Ftdes :  lb  as  when 
Vides  vnderftood  of  Berreo ,  and  that  he  had  made  en¬ 
trance  into  that  territorie,  and  foregone  his  defire  and 
hope,  itwasverilie  thought  that Vides praCtiled  with 
Morecjuico  to  hinder  and  dilturbe  Berreo  in  all  he  could, 
and  not  to  luffer  him  to  enter  through  his  S  eignorjy 
nor  anie  of  his  companies ,  neither  to  viChiall ,  nor 
guide  them  in  anie  fort;  for  Fides  gouenor  of  Cumana, 
and  Berreo  were  become  mortall  enimies ,  as  well  for 
that  Berreo  had  gotten  Trinedado  into  his  Patent  with 
Guiana ,  as  alfo  in  that  he  was  by  Be;  reo  prcuented 
in  the  iourney  of  Guiana  itlelfe  :  howfoeuer  itwas  I 
I  know  not  but  Morequ'tio  for  a  time  diffembledhis 
difpolmon  ,  fuffered  Spaniards ,  and  a  Frier  ( which 
Berreohzd  lent  to  dilcouer  to trauell through 

his  countrey,  gaue  them  a  guide  for  Macureguarat  the 
firft  towne  of  ciuill  and  apparelled  people,  from 
whence  they  had  other  guides  to  bring  them  to 
Manoa  the  great  citie  of  Inga:  and  being  furniflied 
with  thole  things ,  which  they  had  learned  of  Ca- 
rafana ,  were  of  moft  price  in  Guiana,  went  onward, 
and  in  eleuen  daies  arrived  at  Manoa,  as  Berreo 
meth  for  certain :  although  I  could  not  be  alTurcd  ther- 
of  by  the  Lord  which  now  gouerneth  the  Prouince  of 
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Morequito  ,  for  he  told  me  that  they  got  all  the  gold 
they  had  ,  in  other  townes  on  this  fide  ^M^oa^therc 
being  many  very  great  and  rich,  and  (as  he  laid)  built 
like  the  townes  of  Chriftians,with  many  roomes. 

When  thefe  ten  Spaniards  were  returned,  and  rea- 
die  to  put  out  of  the  border  of  Arromaiajhe  people  o£ 
Aiorequito  let  vpon  them,  &  flew  them  all  but  one  that 
(warn  the  riuer ,  and  tooke  from  them  to  the  value 
of  40000.  peloes  of  golde ,  and  as  it  is  written  in 
the  ftorie  of  7^, one  onelie  liued  to  bring  the  newcs 
to  Berreo ,  that  both  his  nine  loldiersand  holie  fa¬ 
ther  were  benighted  in  the  laide  Prouince  .  I  my 
felfe  Ipake  with  the  Captaines  of  Morcqmto  that 
flew  them ,  and  was  at  the  place  where  it  was  ex¬ 
ecuted  .  Berreo  inraged  heerewithall  fent  all  the 
ftrength  he  could  make  into  Arr omnia ,  to  be  reuen- 
ged  of  him  ,  his  people  ,  and  countrey :  but  Morequito 
fulpedfing  the  lame  fled  ouer  Orenoque0 and  thorow  the 
territories  of  the  Saima,  and  tvtkiri^  recouered  Cumana^ 
where  he  thought  himlelfe  very  laf'e  with  V ' ides  the  go- 
ucrnor :  But  Berreo  lending  for  him  in  the  kings  name, 
and  his  meflengcrs  finding  him  in  the  houfe  of  one 
Fafhardo  on  the  Hidden  ere  it  was  fulpedted ,  fo  as  he 
could  not  then  be  conueied  away J^tdes  durft  n6t  deny 
him, as  well  to  auoide  the  lulpition  of  the  pradtile,  as 
alio  for  that  an  holy  father  was  flaine  by  him  and  his 
people,  Morequito  offred  Fafhqydo  the  weight  of  three 
quintals  in  gold ,  to  let  him  efcape,  but  the  poore 
Guianian  betraid  of  all  lides  was  deliuered  to  the 
Campmafter  of  Berreo  > and  was  prelently  executed. 

After  the  death  of  this  CMorequsto ,  the  loldiers  of 

Berreo  Ipoiled  his  territor ie ,  &  tooke  diuers  prifoners, 

*  ^  among 


:of  Gviana.  33 

among  others  they  tooke  the  vnckle  of  c JMorequito 
called  Topiawari  jvho  is  now  king  of  Arromaia ,  (whole 
fonne  I  brought  with  me  into  England)  and  is  a  man  of 
great  vnderftanding  and  pollicie:  he  is  aboue  ioo. 
yeeres  old,  and  yet  of  a  very  able  bodie :  the  Spaniards 
led  him  in  a  chain  i  y.daies,  and  made  him  their  guide 
from  place  to  place  betweene  his  countrey  Sc  Emeria 
the  prouince  of  Carapana  aforelaid,  and  was  at  laft 
redeemed  for  i  oo.  plates  of  gold ,  and  diuers  ftones 
called  Piedras  Hijadat)  or  spleen  ftones.  Now  Bcrrco  for 
executing  of  c JMorcquito  and  other  cruelties ,  ipoiles, 
and  {laughters  done  in  Arromaia  hath  loft  the  lone  of 
the  Orenoquepom ,  and  of  all  the  borderers,  and  dare  not 
lend  any  of  his  ioldiers  any  farther  into  the  land  than 
to  Carapana,  which  he  calleth  the  port  of  Guiana:  but 
from  thence  by  the  helpe  of  Carapana  he  had  trade  far¬ 
ther  into  the  countrey,and  alwaies  appointed  io.  Spa¬ 
niards  to  refide  in  Carapana*  towne,  by  whole  fauor  and 
by  being  conduced  by  his  people,  thole  ten  learched 
the  countrey  thereabouts  as  well  for  mines ,  as  for 
other  trades  and  commodities. 

They  hauc  alio  gotten  a  nephew  of  < JMorequito, 
whom  they  haue  Chriftened  and  named  Donlmn,  of 
whom  they  haue  great  hope,  endcuoring  by  all  means 
to  eftablifh  him  in  the  faid  prouince.  Among  manie 
other  trades  thole  Spaniards  vied  in  Canoas  to  pafle  to 
the  riliers  of  Earema,  Pavproma ,  and  Dtjfequebe,  which 
are  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  mouth  of  Orenoque,  and 
there  buie  women  and  children  from  the  CanibaU, 
which  are  of  that  barbarous  nature,  as  they  will  for  3. 
or  4.  hatchets  fell  the  lonnes  and  daughters  of  their 
owne  brethren  and  fillers ,  and  for  lomewhat  more 
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euen  their  own  daughters:  heerof  the  Spaniards  make 
great  profit,  for  buying  a  maid  of  1 2.or  1 3.  yeeres  for 
three  or  fower  hatchets,  they  fell  them  againe  at  Mar¬ 
guerite,  in  the  weft  Indies  for  5o.and  ioo,pefbes,which 
is  lo  many  crownes. 

The  mafter  of  my  (l>ip  Jo.  Douglas  tooke  one  of  the 
Canoas  which  came  loden  from  thence  with  people 
to  be  fold ,  and  the  moft  of  them  efeaped ,  yet  of 
thole  hee  brought ,  there  was  one  as  well  fauored, 
and  as  well  fhaped  as  euer  I  faw  anie  in  England, 
and  afterward  I  (awe  many  of  them ,  which  but 
for  their  tawnie  colour  may  bee  compared  to  anic 
of  Europe .  They  a!(b  trade  in  thofe  riuers  for  bread 
of  Cajfaui ,  of  which  they  buy  an  hundred  pound 
weight  for  a  knife,  and  fell  it  at  Marguerite  for  ten  pe« 
foes.  They  alfo  recouer  great  (lore  of  cotten,  bra- 
fill  wood ,  and  thofe  beds  which  they  call  Hamacat 
or  brafill  beds ,  wherein  in  hot  countries  all  the  Spa¬ 
niards  vfe  to  lie  commonlie ,  and  in  no  other ,  nei¬ 
ther  did  we  our  fellies  while  we  were  there  :By  means 
of  which  trades,  forranfbmof  diners  of  the  Guianians, 
and  for  exchange  of  hatchets  and  kniues ,  TJeneo  re- 
couered  fbmc  (lore  of  gold  plates,  eagles  of  gold,  and 
Images  of  men  and  diners  birds ,  and  dilpatched  his 
Campmafter  for  Spaine  with  all  that  he  had  gathe¬ 
red  ,  therewith  to  leuy  foldiers,  and  by  the  fhew  ther- 
of to  draw  others  to  the  loue  of  the  enterprize  :  and 
hauing  fent  diners  Images  as  well  of  men  as  beads, 
birds  and  fifhes  lo  curiouflie  wrought  in  gold,  doub¬ 
ted  not  but  to  perfwade  the  king  to  yeeld  to  him  fome 
further  help c,  elpeciallie  for  that  this  land  hath  ne- 
uer  been  hacked,  the  mines  neuer  wrought,  and  in  the 
■ . ~  Indies 
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Indies  their  works  were  well  fpent,and  the  gold  drawn 
out  with  great  labor  and  charge:  he  alfo  di/patched 
meflengers  to  his  Ion  in  A Tuem  reyno  to  leuy  all  the  for¬ 
ces  he  could, and  to  come  down  the  riuer  of  Orenoaue 
to  Emeria ,  the  prouince  of  Carapana ,  to  meet  him :  he 
had  alfo  lent  to  Sant  I  ago  de  Leon  on  the  coaftof  the 
Caracae  to  buy  horles  and  mules. 

Alter  I  had  thus  learned  of  his  proceedings  paft  & 
purpoled :  I  told  him  that  I  had  refolued  to  fee  Guta~ 
»^,and  that  it  was  the  end  of  my  iourney,  &  the  caufo 
of  my  comming  to  Trinedadoi  as  it  was  indeed ,  (&  for 
tliat  purpole  I  lent  Ia.vvhiddon  the  yeere  before  to  get 
intelligence ,  with  whom  Berreo  himlelfe  had  Ipeech 
at  that  time ,  and  remembred  how  inquifitiue  la. 
whtddon  was  of  his  proceedings ,  and  of  the  coun  trey 
of  Gut  ana, )  Berreo  was  ftriken  into  a  great  melancho¬ 
lic  and  ladncs,  and  vied  all  the  arguments  he  could 
to  diflwade  me ,  and  alio  allured  the  gentlemen  of 
my  company  that  it  would  be  labor  loft:  and  that  they 
Ihould  fuller  many  naileries  if  they  proceeded:  And 
firft  he  deliuered  that  I  could  not  enter  anie  of  theri- 
uers  with  any  barke  or  pinace ,  nor  hardly  with  anie 
fhipsbote ,  it  was  folow,  landie,  and  full  of  flats, 
and  that  his  companies  were  daily  grounded  in  their 
Canoas  which  drew  but  twelue  inches  water :  he  fur¬ 
ther  laide  that  none  of  the  countrey  would  come  to 
fpeake  with  vs ,  but  would  all  flie,  and  if  we  follow¬ 
ed  them  to  their  dwellings,  they  would  burne  their 
owne  townes,  and  befides  that  the  way  was  long,  the 
winter  at  hand,  and  that  die  riuers  beginning  once  to 
fvveljit  was  impoflible  to  Item  the  currant,and  that  we 
could  not  in  thole  final  botes  by  any  means  carry  vic- 
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tuall  for  halfe  the  time,  and  that  ( which  indeed  moft: 
difcouraged  my  company)  the  Kings  and  Lords  of  all 
die  borders  and  of  Guiana  had  decreed,  that  none  of 
them  lliotild  trade  with  any  Chriftians  for  gold,  bi- 
caule  the  fame  would  be  their  owne  ouerthrow,  and 
that  for  the  loue  of  gold  the  Chriftians  meant  to  con¬ 
quer  and  difpoflcffe  them  of  all  together. 

Many  and  the  moft  of  thele  I  found  to  be  true,  but 
yet  I  reloluing  to  make  trial  of  all  whatfocuer  hapned, 
directed  Captaine  Georg e  Gifford  my  Vice-admiral! 
to  take  the  Lions  whelps ,  and  Captaine  Calf.eld  his 
barke  to  turne  to  the  eaftward,  againft  the  brize  what 
they  could  poffible ,  torecouer  the  mouth  of  a  riuer 
called  Capnri ,  whole  entrance  I  had  before  lent  Cap¬ 
taine  ivhiddon  and  lo. Douglas  the  mafter,  todifcouer, 
who  founde  lome  nine  foote  water  or  better  vpon 
the  flood ,  and  fiue  at  lowe  water ,  to  whom  I  had 
giuen  inftru&ions  that  they  Ihoulde  ancor  at  Tie 
edge  of  the  fhold ,  and  vpon  the  belt  of  the  flood 
to  thruft  oner ,  which  fhold  Iohn  Douglas  boyed  and 
bekonned  for  them  before :  but  they  laboured  in  vain, 
for  neither  could  they  turne  it  vp  altogither  lo  farre 
totheeaft,  neither  did  the  flood  continue  lo  long, 
but  the  water  fell  ere  they  collide  haue  palled  the 
lands,  as  we  afterfoundebya  fecond  experience :  lo 
as  now  we  rauft  either  giueouer  our  enterprize ,  or 
leaning  our  fhips  at  aduenture  40panile  behind  vs,  to 
run  vp  in  our  lliips  botes ,  one  barge ,  and  two  wher¬ 
ries,  but  being  doibtfuil  how  to  carrie  vibhials  for  lb 
long  a  tiine  in  Inch  babies ,  or  anie  ftrength  of  men, 
clpeciallie  for  that  Rcrreo  alfured  vs  that  his  fonne 
mufc  be  by  that  time  come  downe  widi  manie  Ibl- 

diers, 
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diers ,  I  fent  away  one  Kmg  maifter  of  the  Lions  whelp 
with  his  fhips  bote  to  trie  another  branch  of  a  riuer 
in  the  bottome  of  the  bay  of  Gmmpaywhkb  was  called 
Amam,  toprooueif  there  were  water  to  be  found  for 
either  of  the  finall  flips  to  enter :  But  when  he  came 
to  the  mouth  of  Amana,  he  found  it  as  the  reft,  but 
ftaiednot  to  difcouer  it  throughlie,  bicaufe  he  was 
aflured  by  an  Indian  his  guide  that  the  Canihals  of 
Guetnipa  would  aflaile  them  with  many  Canoas, and  that 
they  fiotpoilonnedarrowes  ,  fo  as  if  he  halted  not 
backe  they  fiould  all  be  loft. 

In  the  mean  time  fearing  the  worft  I  caufed  all  the 
Carpenters  we  had  to  cut  down  a  GAlcgo  bote,  which 
we  meant  to  caft  off,  and  to  fit  her  with  banks  to  row 
on,  and  in  all  things  to  prepare  her  the  beft  they 
could,  foas  fie  might  be  brought  todrawe  but  fine 
foote,  for  fo  much  we  had  on  the  bar  of  Ccpuri  at  lowe 
water :  And  doubting  of  Kings  return  I  fent  I  o. Douglas 
againe  in  my  long  barge, as  well  to  releeue  him  as  alfo 
to  make  a  perfedt  iearch  in  the  bottom  of  that  baie: 
Forithath  beene  held  for  infallible  that  whatfoeuer 
flip  or  bote  fhali  fall  therein,  can  ncuer  deflemboque 
againe,  by  reafon  of  the  violent  currant  which  fetteth 
into  the  faid  bay  ,  as  alfo  for  that  the  brize  and  ea- 
fterlie  wind  bloweth  diredfie  into  the  fame,  of  which 
opinion  I  haue  heard  John  Hampton  of  Plimmouth  one 
of  the  grea  teft  experience  of  England ,  &  diuers  others 
befides  that  haue  traded  Trinedado . 

I  lent  with  lohn  Douglas  an  old  CaJJique  of  Trinedado 
for  a  Pilot,  who  tolde  vs  that  we  could  not  returne 
again  by  the  bay  or  gulfe,biit  that  he  knew  a  by  branch 
which  ran  within  the  land  to  the  Eaftward ,  and  that 
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he  thought  by  it  we  might  fall  into  Capur't ,  and  fo 
returne  in  fower  daies :  John  Dowglas  learched  thole  ti¬ 
llers,  and  found  fower  goodly  entrances,  whereof  the 
lealt  was  as  bigge  as  the  Thames  at  wolwich^  but  in  the 
baie  thitherward  it  was  fhole  and  but  fix  foote  water, 
fo  as  we  were  now  without  hope  of  any  fhip  or  barke 
to  pafle  ouer ,  and  therefore  relolued  to  go  on  with 
the  botes ,  and  the  bottome  of  the  Gallego ,  in  which 
we  thruft  do.men :  In  the  Lions  whelps  bote  and  wherrie 
we  carried  20.  Captaine  Calfeild  in  his  wherrie  carried 
ten  more ,  and  in  my  barge  other  ten,  which  made  vp 
a  hundred  :  we  had  no  other  meanes  but  to  carric 
vi&uall  for  a  moneth  in  the  fame ,  and  alfo  to  lodge 
therein  as  we  could,  and  to  boile  and  drelfe  our  meat. 
Captaine  Gifford  had  with  him  Mailer  Edw.  Porter t 
captaine  Eynos,  and  eight  more  in  his  wherrie  with  all 
their  vidtuall, weapons, and  prouifions :  Captaine  Cal- 
field  had  with  him  my  colen  Butjkead  Gorges  and  eigne 
more.  In  the  galley,  of  gent,  and  officers  my  fclfe  had 
captaine  TW,  my  colen  Iohn  Greenuile ,  my  nephew 
John  Gilbert ,  captaine  tvhiddon ,  captaine  Keymis  ,  Ed  tv. 
JIancocke,  captaine  lieutenant  Hewcs.l ho,  Ppton3 

captaine  Facy ,  Jerome  FerrariAntho.VfrellsiFVHl.  Connect 
and  about  50.  more.  We  could  not  learneof  Berreo 
any  other  waie  to  enter  but  in  branches,  fo  farre  to 
the  windeward  as  it  was  impoffible  for  vs  to  reco- 
uer :  for  we  had  as  much  lea  to  crolle  ouer  in  our 
wherries  as  betweene  Doner  and  Callys ,  andin  a  great 
billow,  the  winde  and  currant  being  both  very  ftrong, 
lo  as  we  were  driuen  to  go  in  thole  Imall  botes  direct¬ 
ly  before  the  winde  into  the  bottome  of  the  baie  of 
Guanipa ,  and  from  thence  to  enter  the  mouth  of  fome 

one 
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one  of  thole  riuers,  which  Io.  Douglas  had  laft  dilcoue- 
red,  and  had  with  vs  for  Pilote  an  Indian  of  Barema,  a 
riuer  to  the  louth  of(Jrenoque,betweene  that  and  Ama- 
zones,  whofe  Canoas  we  had  formerlie  taken  as  he  was 
going  from  the  laid  Barema,  laden  with  Cajfaui  bread 
to  fell  at  CMarguerita :  this  Anvacan  pro  mi  led  to  brinP1 
me  into  the  great  riuer  of  Orenoque ,  but  indeed  of 
that  which  we  entred  he  was  vtterly  ignorant ,  for 
he  had  not  feene  it  in  tweluc  yeeres  before ,  at  which 
time  he  was  very  yoong ,  and  of  no  iudgement ,  and 
if  God  had  not  lent  vs  another  helpe,  we  might haue 
wandred  a  whole  yeere  in  that  laborinth  of  riuers, 
ere  we  had  found  any  way,  either  out  or  in,  elpecial- 
lie  after  we  were  part  the  ebbing  and  flowing,  which 
was  in  fower  daies :  for  I  know  all  the  earth  doth  not 
yeeldthe  like  confluence  of  ftreames  and  branches, 
the  one  crofling  the  other  fo  many  times ,  and  all  lo 
faire  and  large,  and  Co  like  one  to  another,  as  no  man 
can  tell  which  to  take  :  and  if  we  went  by  the  Sun  or 
compalfe  hoping  thereby  to  go  dire&ly  one  way  or 
other ,  vet  that  waie  we  w  ere  alio  caried  in  a  circle 
among!!  multitudes  of  Iland$,and  euery  Hand  lo  bor¬ 
dered  with  high  trees,  as  no  man  could  lee  any  fur¬ 
ther  tli an  the  bredth  of  the  riuer ,  or  length  of  the 
breach  :  But  this  it  chanced  that  entring  into  a  riuer, 

(  which  bicaule  it  had  no  name  we  called  the  riuer  of 
the  Red cro(fe,om  fellies  being  the  firli  Chrifiians  that  e- 
uer  came  therein:)  the  22.0! OHaq  as  we  were  rowing 
vp  the  lame,  we  elpied  a  final  Canon  with  three  Indians, 
which  (by  the  Iwiftnes  of  my  barge,  rowing  with  eight 
oares)  I  ouertooke  ere  they  could  crofle  the  riucr,thc 
reft  of  the  people  on  the  banks  fhadowed  vnder  the 

thicke 
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thicke  wood  gazed  on  with  a  doubtfull  conceit  what 
might  befall  thole  three  which  we  had  taken  :  But 
when  they  perceiued  that  we  offred  them  no  violence, 
neither  entred  their  Canoa  with  any  of  ours,  nor  tooke 
out  of  the  Canoa  any  of  theirs,they  then  began  to  fhew 
themlelues  on  the  banks  fide ,  and  olfred  to  traffique 
with  vs  for  liich  things  as  they  had,  and  as  we  drewe 
neere  they  all  ftaide ,  and  we  came  with  our  barge  to 
the  mouth  of  a  little  creeke  which  came  from  their 
towne  into  the  great  riuer. 

A  s  we  abode  there  a  while,  our  Indian  Pilot  called 
Ferdinand*  would  needs  go  alhore  to  their  village  to 
fetch  lome  fruites  ,  and  to  drinke  of  their  artificial! 
wines,and  alio  to  fee  the  place,  and  to  know  the  Lord 
ofitagainft  another  time,  and  tooke  with  him  a  bro¬ 
ther  of  his  which  he  had  with  him  in  the  iourney: 
whe  they  came  to  the  village  of  thele  people, the  Lord 
of  the  Hand  offred  to  lay  hands  on  them,pi:rpofingto 
haue  flaifie  them  both,yeeldingfor  realon  that  this  In¬ 
dian  of  ours  had  brought  a  ftrange  nation  into  their 
territorie  to  fpoyle  anddeftroy  them  :  But  the  Pilot 
beingquicke  and  of  a  dilpoledbodyllipt  their  fingers, 
and  ran  into  the  woods,  and  his  brother  being  the  bet¬ 
ter  footman  of  the  two,recouered  the  creekes  mouth, 
where  we  ftaied  in  our  barge ,  crying  out  that  his  bro¬ 
ther  was  llaine,  with  that  we  let  hands  on  one  of  them 
that  was  next  vs, a  very  old  man,  and  brought  him  into 
thebarge,  alluring  hiinthatifwe  had  not  our  Pilot 
againe,  we  would  prelently  cut  off  his  head.  This  old 
man  being  relolued  that  he  fiiouldpaie  the  lofle  of 
the  other,  cried  out  to  thole  in  the  woods  to  fan  e  Fer¬ 
dinands  our  Pilot ,  but  they  followed  him  notwith- 

ftanding. 
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Handing,  andhunted  after  him  vpon  the foote  with 
their  Deere  dogs,  and  with  lo  maine  a  crie  that  all  the 
woods  eckoed  with  die  Ihoute  they  made,  but  atlaft 
this  poore  chafed  Indian  recoueredthe  ri ner  fide  and 
got  vpon  a  tree, and  as  we  were  coafting,  leaped  down 
and  fwam  to  the  barge  halfe  dead  withfeare;  but  our 
good  hap  was,  that  we  kept  the  other  old  Indian, 
which  we  handfafted  to  redeeme  our  Pilot  with  all* 
for  being  naturall  of  thole  riuers,  we  allured  our  felues 
he  knew  the  way  better  than  any  ftranger  could ,  and 
indeed ,  but  for  this  chance  I  thinke  we  had  neuer 
founde  the  way  either  to  Guiana,  or  backe  to  our  fhips : 
for  Ferdinando  after  a  few  daies  knew  nothing  at  all, nor 
which  way  to  turne,  yea  and  many  times  the  old  man 
himlelfe  was  in  great  doubt  which  riuer  to  take.Thoie 
people  which  dwell  in  thele  broken  Hands  &  drowned 
lands  are  generally  called  liuitiuxs ,  there  are  of  them 
,woIorts,the  one  called  Csarvani,  and  the  other  FFa- 

raweete. 

The  great  riuer  O^Orenoqae  or  Baracjttan  hath  nine 
branches  which  fall  out  on  the  north  fide  of  his  owne 
maine  mouth:  on  the  louth  fide  it  hath  leuen  other 
fallings  into  the  lea,  lo  itdefemboketh  by  id.  armes  in 
al,betweene  Hands  and  broken  ground,but  the  Hands 
are  verie  great,  manic  of  them  as  bigge  as  the  Ille 
of  FFight  and  bigger,  and  many  lelle :  from  tbefirft 
branch  on  the  north  to  the  laft  of  the  louth  it  is  at  left 
i  oo. leagues ,  lo  as  the  riuers  mouth  is  no  lelle  than 
3oo.miles  wide  at  his  entrance  into  the  lea,  which  I 
take  to  be  farre  bigger  than  that  of  Amaz,ones ;  al  thole 
that  inhabitc  in  the  mouth  of  this  riuer  vpon  the  leue- 
rall  north  branches  are  thele  Tmitiuas ,  of which  diere 
:  >■  G  are 
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are  two  chiefe  Lords  which  haue  continuall  warrcs 
one  with  the  other :  the  Hands  which  lie  on  the  right 
hand  are  called  p a  llamas,  and  the  land  on  the  left  Ho- 
rorotomak,a ,  and  the  riuer  by  which  lohn  Dowlas  re¬ 
turned  within  the  land  from  Amana  to  Capuri ,  they 
call  Afacuri, 

Thele  Timtiuas  are  a  verie  goodlie  people  and  vcric 
valiant ,  and  haue  the  raoft  manlie  lpcech  and  moft 
deliberate  thateuerl  heard  of  what  nation  fbeuer.  In 
the  hummer  they  haue  houles  on  the  ground  as  in 
other  places :  In  the  winter  they  dwell  vpon  the  trees, 
where  they  build  very  artificial!  townes  and  villages,as 
it  is  written  in  theSpanifh  ftorie  of  the  Weft  Indies ^ 
that  thole  people  do  in  the  low  lands  neere  the  gulfe 
ofV raba :  for  betwecne  C JMaj  and  September  the  riuer 
of  Orenoke  rileth  thirtie  foote  vpright ,  and  dien  arc 
thole  Hands  ouerflowen  twentie  foote  high  aboue  the 
leuell  of  the  ground,  fauinglome  fewraifed  grounds 
in  the  middle  of  them :  and  for  this  caule  they  are  en¬ 
forced  to liue  in  this  maner.  They  neuer  eate  of  anie 
thing  that  is  let  or  lowen,  and  as  at  home  they  vie  nei¬ 
ther  planting  nor  other  manurance,lo  when  they  com 
abroad  they  refule  tofeedeofought,butofthat  which 
nature  without  labor  bringeth  foorth.  They  vfe  the 
tops  of  Palmttos  for  bread,and  kil  Deere, fifh  and  porks 
for  the  reft  of  their  fuftenance,  they  haue  allb  manic 
forts  of  fruits  that  grow  in  the  woods,  and  great  varie- 
tie  ofbirds  and  foule. 

4  -  ' 

Andiftolpeakeofthemwere  not  tedious  and  vul- 
gare,  furely  we  fawe  in  thole  pallages  of  very  rare  co¬ 
lours  &  fonns,not  elle  where  to  be  found/or  as  much 
as  I  haue  either  feen  or  read.Of  thele  people  thofe  that 

dwell 
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dwell  vpon  the  branches  of  Orenoque  called  Capuri and 
<- Macnreo,  arefor  the  moftpart  Carpenters  of  cWne 
for  they  make  the  moft  and  faireft  houfes ,  and  fell 
them  into  Guiana  for  gold ,  and  into  Trinedado  for  To- 
bacco,  in  the  excefliue  taking  whereof,they  exceede  all 
nations ,  and  notwithftanding  the  moiftnes  of  the 
aire  in  which  they  liue ,  the  hardnes  of  their  diet 
and  the  great  labors  they  fuffer  to  hunt,fifh,  and  foule 
for  their  liuing,  in  all  my  life  either  in  the  Indies  or 
in  Europe  did  I  neuer  behold  a  more  goodlie  or  bet¬ 
ter  fauoured people,  or  a  more  manlie.  They  were 
woont  to  makewarre  vpon  all  nations,  and  elpeci- 
allie  on  the  Canibah ,  lo  as  none  durfl:  without  a  good 
ftrength  trade  by  thole  riuers,  but  of  late  they  are  at 
-  peace  with  their  neighbors,  all  holding  the  Spaniards' 
for  a  common  cnimie.  When  their  commanders 
die,  they  vie  great  lamentation,  and  when  they  thinke 
£sflelh  of  their  bodies  is  putrified,  and  fallen  from 
the  bones,  then  they  take  vp  the  carcale  againe, 
and  hang  it  in  the  Cafyuies  houle  that  died ,  and 
decke  his  skull  with  feathers  of  all  colours,  and  hang 
all  his  gold  plates  about  the  bones  of  his  armes , 
thighes ,  and  legges.  Thole  nations  which  are  cal¬ 
led  Arwacas  which  dwell  on  die  louth  of  Orenoque, 

( of  which  place  and  nation  our  Indian  Pilot  was) 
are  dilperled  in  manie  odier  places ,  and  do  vie  to 
beate  the  bones  of  their  Lords  into  powder ,  and  their 
wines  and  friends  drinke  icall  in  their  leueraUlorts  of 
drinks. 

After  we  departed  from  the  port  of  thefe  Ciarrani^ 
we  palled  vp  the  riuer  with  the  flood,  and  ancored  the 
cbbe,and  in  this  lore  we  went  onward.  The  diird  daic 

G  2  that 
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that  we  entred  the  riuer  our  Galley  came  on  ground 
and  ftuck  fo  faft,as  we  thought  that  euen  there  our  di  f 
couery  had  ended ,  and  that  we  inufthaue  left  60.  of 
our  men  to  hatie  inhabited  like  rookes  vpon  trees  with 
thole  nations :  but  the  next  morning,  after  we  had 
call  out  all  her  ballad:,  with  tugging  andhawling  to 
and  fro ,  we  got  herafloate,  and  went  on  :  Atfower 
daies  ende  wee  fell  into  as  goodlie  a  riuer  as  euer  I 
beheld ,  which  was  called  the  great  Am  an  a ,  which 
ran  more  diredtlie  without  windings  and  turnings 
than  the  other.  But  loone  after  the  flood  of  the  lea 
left  vs ,  and  we  enforced  eitherhy  mainc  Hrength  to 
row againft a  violent  currant,  or  to  returne.  as  wile 
as  we  went  out,  we  had  then  nofhift  but  to  per- 
Iwade  the  companies  that  it  was  but  two  or  three 
daies  worke,  and  therfore  defired  them  to  take  paines, 
euery  gentleman  and  others  taking  their  turns  to  row,* 
and  to  Ipell  one  the  other  at  the  howers  end.  Euerj.fi 
daie  we  palled  by  goodlie  branches  of  riuers,  feme 
falling  from  the  weft,  others  from  the  ealt  into  Ama- 
na. ,  but  thofe  I  Ieaue  to  the  defeription  in  the  Chan 
of  difcouerie ,  where  euerie  one  fhall  be  named  with 
his  riling  and  delcent .  When  three  daies  more  were 
ouergone  ,  our  companies  began  to  delpaire,  the 
weather  being  extreamchot,  the  riuer  bordered  with 
vcrie  high  trees  that  kept  away  the  aire ,  and  the  cur¬ 
rant  againlt  vs  euery  daie  ftronger  than  other :  But  we 
euermore  commanded  our  Pilots  to  promife  an  end 
the  next  daie,  and  vied  it  lo  long  as  we  were  driuen  to 
alTare  them  from  fower  reaches  of  the  riuer  to  three, 
and  fo  to  two,  and  lo  to  the  next  reachibut  lo  long  we 

lpent,  andfo  driuen  to 

draw 
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draw  our  felucs  to  harder  allowance ,  our  bread  euen 
at  the  laft,  and  no  drinke  at  all:  and  our  men  and 
our  fellies  fo  wearied  and  fcorched  ,  and  doubtful! 
withall  whether  we  fhouldeuer  performe  it  or  no,  the 
heat  encreaftng  as  we  drew  towards  the  line ;  for  wee 
were  nowin  hue  degrees.  » 

The  farther  we  went  on(our  vidtuall  decreafing  and 
the  aire  breeding  great  faintnes  )  we  grew  weaker  and 
weaker  when  we  had  moft  need  of  ftrength  and  abili- 
tie ,  for  howerlie  the  riuer  ran  more  violently  than 
other  againft  vs ,  and  the  barge  ,  wherries,  and  fhips 
bote  of  Captaine  Gtjford,  and  Captaine  Calfield,  had 
fpent  all  their  prouifions  ,  fo  as  wee  were  brought 
into  defpaire  and  difeomfort  ,  had  we  not  perfwa- 
ded  all  the  companie  that  it  was  but  onlie  onedaies 
worke  more  to  attaine  the  lande  where  we  iliould  be 
releetiedof  all  we  wanted,  and  it  we  returned  that  we 
were  fare  to  ftarue  by  the  way ,  and  that  the  worlde 
would  alfo laugh  vs  tofcornc.  On  the  banks  of  thefe 
riuers  were  diuers  forts  of  iruits  good  to  cate ,  floweis 
and  trees  of  that  varietie  as  were  fufficient  to  make 
ten  volumes  of  herbals  ,  we  releeued  our  leluesma- 
nie  times  with  the  fruits  of  the  countrey,  andfom- 
times  with  foule  and  fifn:  we  fawe  birds  of  all  colours, 


fome  carnation,  ibmecrimfbn,  orenge tawny,  pur¬ 
ple,  greene,  watched,  and  of  all  other  lorts  both  fim- 
ple  and  mixt ,  asitwasvnto  vs  a  great  good  puffing 
of  the  time  to  bcholdc  them  ,  befides  tnc  icliv.fe 
we  found  by  killing  fome  florc  of  them  with  out  foil- 
linp  peeces,  without  which,  hauing  little  or  no  bread 
and  lefle  drink,  but  oneiy  the  thick  and  troubled  water 
of  the  riuer  ,we  had  been  in  a  very  hard  cafe. 

Our 
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Our  old  Pilot  of  the  Ciawant(w horn, as  I  laid  beforcs 
we  tooke  to  redeeme  Ferdinando, )  told  vs,  that  if  we 
would  enter  a  branch  ot  a  riuer  on  the  right  hand  with 

our  barge  and  wherrie5,  and  leaue. the  G alley  at  ancor 

t  e  w  lie  in  the  great  riuer ,  he  would  bring  vs  to  a 
towne  of  the •  Arwacas  where  wefhouldfind  ftoreof 
bread,  hens,  hfh,  and  of  the  countrey  wine,  andper- 
lwaded  vs  that  departing  from  the  Galley  at  noone,we 
mig  t  returne  ere  night :  I  was  very  glad  to  heare 
this  peech,  and  prelently  tooke  my  barge,  with  eight 
musketiers , Captain  Giffords  wherrie,  with  himlelfe  & 
foure  musketiers,  &  Captaine  Calfieldw hith his  wher¬ 
ry  and  as  manie,  and  1 o  we  entred  the  mouth  of  this 
riuer ,  and  bicaufe  we  were  perfwaded  that  it  was  fo 
neere ,  we  tooke  no  vi cStnall  with  vs  at  all  r  when  we 
lud  rowed  three  howres,  we  maruelled  we  fawe  no 
iigneof  any  dwelling,  and  asked  the  Pilot  where  the 
town  was,he  told  vs  a  litlc  farther :  after  three  howers 
more  the  Sun  being  almoftlet,  we  began  to  fufped 
that  he  led  vs  that  waieto  betraie  vs,  for  he  confef- 
led  that  thole  Spaniards  which  fled  from  Trinedado 
and  alio  thole  that  remained  with  Carap*na  in  Eml- 
na ,  were  ioyned  togither  in  fome  village  vpon  that 
riuer.  But  when  it  grew  towardes  night ,  and  we 
demaunding  where  the  place  was ,  he  tolde  vs  but 
fower  reaches  more :  when  we  had  rowed  fower  and 
fower ,  wc  faw  no  ligne,  and  our  poore  water  men 
euen  hart  broken  5  and  tired  3  were  ready  to  gine  vp 

the  ghoftj  for  wc  had  now  come  from  the  Galley 
ncerforty  miles.  ‘ 

At  the  laft  wc  determined  to  hang  the  Pilot,  and 
if  we  had  well  knowen  the  way  backc  againe  by  night, 

he 
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he  had  lurely  gone,  but  our  owne  necelfities  pleaded 
fufficientlyfor  his  fafetie :  for  it  was  as  darke  as  pitch, 
and  the  riuer  began  fo  to  narrow  it  felfe ,  and  the 
.frees  to  hang  oner  from  fide  to  fide,  as  we  weredri- 
uen  with  arming  iwordes  to  cut  a  pafiage  thorow 
thofe  branches  that  couered  the  water.  We  were  ve¬ 
ry  defirous  to  finde  this  towne  hoping  of  a  feaft, 
bicaufe  we  made  but  a  fhort  breakfaft  aboord  the 
Galley  in  the  morning,  and  it  was  noweight  a  clock 
at  night ,  and  our  ftomacks  began  to  gnaw  apace : 
but  whether  it  was  beft  to  returne  or  go  on ,  we  be¬ 
gan  to  doubt ,  fulpeding  treafon  in  the  Pilot  more 
and  more:  but  the  poore  olde  Indian  euerafliired  vs 
that  it  was  but  a  little  farther,  and  but  this  one  tur¬ 
ning,  and  that  turning,  and  at  Iaft  about  one  a  clocke 
after  midnight  we  law  a  light,  and  rowing  towards 
it,  we  heard  the  dogs  of  the  village.  When  wee 
landed  we  found  few  people ,  for  the  Lord  of  that 
place  was  gone  with  diners  Camas  aboue  400.  miles 
of,  vpon  a  iotirney  towards  the  head  of  Orenoque  to 
trade  for  gold ,  and  to  buy  women  of  the  Canibals , 
who  afterward  vnlortunatly  palled  by  vs  as  we  rode  at 
an  ancor  in  the  port  of  Moreqmto  in  the  dark  of  night, 
and  yet  came  lo  neer  vs,  as  his  Camas  grated  againft 
our  barges:  he  left  one  of  his  companie  at  the  port 
of  <jM.orecjuito  ,  by  whom  we  vnderftood  that  he 
had  brought  thirty  yoong  woomen,  diners  plates  of 
gold ,  and  had  great  ftore  of  fine  peeces  of  cotton 
cloth,  and  cotton  beds .  In  his  houfe  we  had  good 
ftore  of  bread,  fifh,  hens,  and  Indian  drinke,  andlb 
refted  that  night, and  in  the  morning  after  we  had  tra- 
ded  with  fuch  of  his  people  as  came  down,we  retimed 

towards 
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towards  our  Galley, and  brought  with  vs  fome  quantity 
of  bread,  fifh, and  hens.  .  ,i 

On  both  fides  of  this  rimer ,we  pafied  the  moft  beau¬ 
tiful!  countrie  that  euer  mine  eies  beheld :  and  where¬ 
as  all  that  we  had  leen  before  was  nothing  but  woods, 
prickles, bufhes,  and  thornes, heere  we  beheld  plaines 
of  twenty  miles  in  length,the  grafle  fhort  and  greene, 
and  in  diuers  parts  groues  of  trees  by  themlelues,  as  if 
they  had  been  by  ail  the  art  and  labour  in  the  world  lb 
made  of  purpoletand  ftil  as  we  rowed,the  Deere  came 
downe  feeding  by  the  waters  fide, as  if  they  had  beenc 
vied  to  a  keepers  call.Vpon  this  rimer  there  were  great 
ftore  of  fowle,  and  of  many  forts :  we  law  in  it  diuers 
forts  of  ftrange  fifhes,  &  of  maruellous  bignes,  but  for 
Lagartos  it  exceeded,for  there  were  thoufands  of  thole 
vglie  ferpents,and  the  people  call  it  for  the  abundance 
of  them  the  rimer  of  Lagartos ,  in  their  language.  I  had 
a  Negro  a  very  proper  yoong  fellow,  that  leaping  out 
of  the  Galley  to  fwim  in  die  mouth  of  this  rimer,  was 
in  all  our  fights  taken  and  deuoured  with  one  of  thole 
Lagai  tos.  In  the  mean  while  our  copanies  in  die  Galley 
thought  we  had  beene  all  loft,  (for  we  promiled  to  re- 
turne  before  night )  &  lent  the  Lions  w helps  ihips  bote 
with  Captaine  FVhiddon  to  follow  vs  vp  the  rimer,  but 
the  next  day  after  we  had  rowed  vp  and  downe  fome 
fower  fcorc  miles,  we  returned,  and  went  on  our  way, 
vp  the  great  riuer,  and  when  we  were  euen  at  the  laft 
call  for  want  of  vuftuals,  Captaine  Gifford  being  be¬ 
fore  the  Galley ^  and  thereft  of  the  botes,  leekmgout 
fome  place  to  land  vpon  the  banks  to  make  fire,  dpi- 
cd  fower  Canoas  comming  downe  the  riuer,&  with  no 
finall  ioy  caufed  his  men  to  trie  the  vttermoft  of  their 

ftrengths. 
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ftrcngths,  and  after  a  while  two  of  the  4.gaue  oucr> 
andran  themfelnes  afliore  ,  eueryman  betaking hinr 
lelfe  to  the  faftnes  of  the  woods ,  the  two  other  lefler 
got  away ,  while  he  landed  to  lay  hold  on  thefe ,  and 
lo  turned  into  fome  by-creeke,  we  knew  not  whither : 
thole  Canoas  that  were  taktn  were  lodcn  with  bread, 
&  were  bound  for  Marguerite  in  the  weft  Indies,which 
thole  Indians  (called  Arwacas)  purpoled  to  carrie  thi¬ 
ther  for  exchange  :  But  in  die  lefler,  there  were  three 
Spaniards ,  who  hauing  heard  of  the  defeat  of  their 
gouernour  in  Trinedado ,  and  that  we  purpoled  to  en¬ 
ter  Guiana ,  came  away  in  thole  Cano  at :  one  of  them 
was  a  Cana  Hero ,  as  the  Captaine  of  the  Arwacas  after 
told  vs,  another  a  loldier,  and  the  third  arefiner. 

In  the  meane  time,  nothing  on  the  earth  could 
hauebeen  more  welcome  to  vs  next  vn  to  gold,  then 
the  great  ftore  of very  excellent  bread  which  we  found 
in  thefe  Canoas ,for  now  our  men  cried,let  vs  go  on,  we 
care  not  howfarre.  After  that  Captaine  G  iffordhud 
brought  the  two  Canoas  to  the  Galley ,  I  tooke  my 
barge,  and  went  to  the  banks  fide  with  a  dozen  idiot, 
where  the  Canoas  Erd  ran  themfelues  afliore,  and  lan¬ 
ded  there, lending  out  Captaine  Gifford  and  Captaine 
Tbyn  on  one  hand,  and  Captaine  C  Afield  on  the  other, 
to  follow  thole  that  were  fled  into  the  woods,  and  as  I 
was  creeping  thorow  the  bufhes,  I  faw  an  Indian  bafi 
ket  hidden, which  was  the  refiners  basket ,  for  I  found 
in  it, his  quickfiluer,faltpeter,and  diuers  things  for  the 
triall  of  mettals,and  alfo  the  dull  of  Inch  ore  as  he  had 
refined ,  but  in  thole  Canoas  which  elcaped  there  was  a 
good  quantity  of  ore  and  gold.  I  then  landed  more 
men,  and  offered  500.  pound  to  what  loldier  lbeuer 

H  could 
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could  take  one  of  thole  3.  Spaniards  that  we  thought 
were  landed.  But  our  labours  were  in  vaine  in  that  be- 
halfe ,  for  they  put  themfelucs  into  one  of  the  final! 
Cano  as-.  and  fo  while  the  greater  Camas  wo, re  in  taking, 
they  efcaped  :  but  feeking  after  the  Spaniards ,  wc 
found  the  Arwacas  hidden  in  the  woods  which  were 
pilots  for  the  Spaniards ,  and  rowed  their  Canons :  of 
which  I  kept  the  chiefeft  for  a  Pilot ,  and  carried  him 
with  me  to  Guiana,  by  whom  I  vnderftood,  where  and 
in  what  countries  the  Spaniards  had  labored  for  gold, 
though  I  made  not  the  fame  knowen  to  all :  for  when 
the  fprings  began  to  breake ,  and  the  riuers  to  raife 
themfelucs  fo  fuddenly  as  by  no  meanes  we  could 
abide  the  digging  of  anie  mine,  efpecially  for  that  the 
richeft  are  defended  with  rocks  of  hard  ftone ,  which 
we  call  the  white  {par,  andthatit  required  both  time, 
men,and  inftruments  fit  for  fuch  a  worke,  I  thought  it 
bell  not  to  houer  thereabouts,  leaftif  the  fame  had 
been  perceiued  by  the  company,there  would  haue  bin 
by  this  time  many  barks  &  fhips  fee  out,  &  perchance 
other  nations  would  alfohaue  gotten  of  ours  for  Pi- 
Iots,fo  as  both  our  felues  might  haue  been  preuented, 
&  all  our  care  taken  for  good  vfage  of  the  people  been 
utterly  loft,  by  thofe that onelyrefped  prefent pro¬ 
fit,  and  fuch  violence  or  infblence  offered,  as  the  nati¬ 
ons  which  are  borderers  would  haue  changed  their 
defire  of  our  lone  and  defence,  into  hatred  and  vio¬ 
lence.  And  for  any  longer  ftay  to  haue  brought  a  more 
quantity(which  I  heare  hath  bin  often  obie<fted)who- 
foeuerhad  feeneor  proouedthe  fury  of  thatriueraf- 
ter  it  began  to  arife ,  and  had  been  a  moneth  andod 
daies  as  we  were  fro  hearing  ought  ti 6  our  fhips,  lea- 

wing 
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uing  them  meanly  mand,aboue40o.  miles  off,  would 
perchance  haue  turned  io  me  what  looner  dian  vve  did, 
ifall  thc  mountaines  had  been  gold ,  or  rich  (tones  .* 
And  to  fay  the  truth  all  the  branches  and  (mallriuers 
which  fell  into  Orenocjut  were  railed  with  fuch  (peed, 
as  if  wee  waded  them  oner  the  (hoocs  in  the  mor¬ 
ning  outward,  we  were  couered  to  the  fhoulders 
homewarde  the  very  (ame  daie :  and  to  (lay  to  dig 
out  gold  with  our  nailes,had  been  Optu  Lib  or  is ,  but 
not  Ingeni) :  fuch  a  quantitie  as  would  haue  (erued 
ourturnes  we  could  not  haue  had,  butadilcoueryof 
the  mines  to  our  infinite  difaduantage  we  had  made, 
and  that  could  haue  been  the  bed  profit  of  farther 
(earch  or  day  5  for  thole  mines  are  not  eafily  broken, 
nor  opened  in  hade, and  I  could  haue  returned  a  good 
quantity  of  gold  readie  cad,  if  I  had  not  (hot  at  ano~ 
ther  marke,than  prelent  profit. 

This  jirwacan  Pilot  with  the  red,  feared  that  wc 
wouldhauc  eaten  them,or  otherwife  haue  put  them  to 
(ome  crucll  death ,  for  the  Spaniards  to  the  end  that 
none  of  the  people  in  thepaflage  towards  Guiana  or 
in-  Guiana  it  (elfe  might  come  to  lpeech  with  vs,  per- 
fivaded  all  the  nations,  thatwe  were  men  eaters,  and 
Cambals :  but  when  the  poore  men  &  women  had  (een 
vs,  and  that  we  gauc  them  meate,  and  to  euerie  one 
(ome  thing  or  other,' which  was  rare  and  drangeto 
them,  they  began  to  conceiue  the  deceit  and  purpofe 
of  the  Spaniards ,  who  indeed  (as  they  confefled)  tooke 
from  them  both  their  wiues,  and  daughters  daily,  and 
vied  them  for  the  (atisfying  oftheir  owne  luds,c(peci- 
allv  fuch  as  they  tooke  in  this  maner  by  drength.  But 
I  proted  before  the  maiedie  of  the  lining  God,  that  I 

H  2  .  neither 
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neither  know  norbelecue,  that  any  of  our  companic 
one  or  other,  by  violence  or  otherwife,  euer  knew  any 
of  their  women,  and  yet  we  law  many  hundreds,  and 
had  many  in  our  power,  and  of  thole  very  yoong,  and 
excellently  Tailored  which  came  among  vs  widiout 
deceit,  ftarke  naked. 


Nothing  got  vs  more  lone  among  them  then  this 
vfage ,  for  I  luffred  not  anie  man  to  take  from  anie  of 
the  nations  To  much  as  a  Pwa ,  or  a  Potato  roote,with- 
out  giuing  them  contentment,  nor  any  man  i'o  much 
as  to  offer  to  touch  any  of  their  wines  or  daughters: 
which  courle,  lb  contrarie  to  the  Spaniards  (who  ty¬ 
rannize  oner  them  in  all  things)  drew  them  toad- 
mire  hir  Maieftie,  whole  commandement  I  told  them 
it  was,  and  alio  woonderfully  to  honour  our  nation. 
But  I  confelfe  it  was  a  very  impatient  worke  to  keepe 
the  meaner  fort  from  Ipoile  and  healing ,  when  we 
came  to  their  houles,  which  bicaufe  in  all  I  could  not 
preuent,  I  cauled  my  Indian  interpreter  at  euery  place 
whe  we  departed,  to  know  of  the  lofle  or  wrong  done, 
and  if  ought  were  ftolen  or  taken  by  violence ,  either 
the  fame  was  reftored,  and  the  party  punifhed  in  their 
light, or  els  it  was  paid  for  to  their  vttermoft  demand. 
They  alio  much  woondred  at  vs,  after  they  heard  that 
wchadflain  the  Spaniards  at  Trmeda-io  ,  for  they  were 
before  ref  deed, that  no  nation  of  ChnflUm  durft  abide 
their  prclence ,  and  they  woondred  more  when  I  had 
made  them  know  of  the  great  ouerthrow  that  hir  Ma- 
ieftics  army  and  fleete  had  giiien  them  of  late  yeers  in 
their  owne  countries. 

After  we  had  taken  in  this  fupplie  ofbread,with  di¬ 
ners  baskets  of  rootes  which  were  excellent  meate,  I 

gauc 
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gauc  one  of  the  Canons  to  the  Arxeacas ,  which  belon¬ 
ged  to  the  Spaniards  that  were  efcaped,  and  when  I 
had  difmified  all  but  the  Captaine  (  who  by  the  Spani* 
ards  was  chriftened  tA^iartin  )  Ifentbackein  the  fame 
Canon  the  old  Ctawan.  and  Ferdinands  my  firft  Pilot,  and 
gaue  them  both  Inch  things  as  they  defired,  with  fuf- 
ncient  vidluall  to  carie  them  backhand  by  them  wrote 
a  letter  to  the  fhips,  which  they  promifed  to  deliuer, 
and  performed  it,  and  then  I  went  on,  with  my  new 
hired  Pilot  CMartyn  the  Artvacan :  but  the  next  or  1c- 
cond  day  after, we  came  aground  againe  with  our  gal¬ 
ley,  and  were  like  to  caft  lair  away, with  all  our  victual! 
and  proui(ion,and  fo  lay  on  the  land  one  whole  night, 
and  were  farre  more  in  defpaire  at  this  time  to  free 
hir  then  before ,  bicaufc  we  had  no  tide  of  flood  to 
helpe  vs,  and  therfore  feared  that  all  our  hopes  would 
haue  ended  in  milhaps :  but  we  fattened  an  ankor  vp- 
on  the  land, and  with  mainc  ftrength  drew  hir  off:  and 
lo  the  x  5.day  we  difcoucred  a  farre  off  the  mountaines 
of  Guiana  to  our  great  ioy ,  and  towards  the  euening 
had  a  flent  of  a  northerly  winde  that  blew  very  ftrong, 
which  brought  vs  in  fight  of  the  great  riuer  of  Ureno- 
que,  out  of  which  this  riuer  delcended  wherein  we 
were :  we  deferied  a  farre  off  three  other  Canoas  as  far 
a§  we  could  difeerne  them,  after  whom  we  haftened 
,  rvftk  our  barge  and  wherries  ,  but  two  of  them  palled 
outoffight,  and  the  third  entred  vp  the  great  riuer, 
on  the  right  hand  to  the  weftward,  &  there  ft aied  out 
of  fight,  thinking  that  we  meant  to  take  the  way  caft- 
ward  towards  the  prouince  of  Carapana ,  for  that  way 
the  Spaniards  keepe ,  not  daring  to  go  vpwards  to 
Guiana ,  the  people  in  thole  parts  being  all  their 
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enimies ,  and  tnofe  in  the  Canons  thought  vs  tohatis 
beenethofe  Spaniards  that  were  fled  from  Trine  dado, 
and  had  elcaped  killing:  and  when  wc  came  fo  farre 
downe  as  the  opening  of  that  branch  into  which 
tney flipped,  being  necre  them  with  our  barge  and 
wherries ,  we  made  after  them ,  and  ere  they  could 
land,  came  within  call,  and  by  our  interpreter  tolde 
them  what  we  were,  wherewith  they  came  backe  wil- 
hngly  aboord  vs  :  and  of  fiich  full  and  Tort  upas  epges 
as  they  had  gathered ,  they  gaue  vs,  and  proinifed  in 
the  morning  to  bring  the  Lord  of  that  part  with 
them, and  to  do  vs  all  other  feruices  they  could. 

Thatnightwecame  toanankor  at  the  parting  of 
three  goodlie  riuers  ( the  one  was  the  riuer  of  Amam 
by  which  we  came  from  the  north ,  and  ran  athwart 
towards  the  Iduth ,  the  other  two  were  of  Oremque 
which  crofted  from  the  weft  and  ran  to  the  fea  to¬ 
wards  the  eaft)  and  landed  vpon  afaire  land,  where 
we  found  thoufands  of  Tortugas  egges,  which  are  very 
wholfome  meat,  and  greatly  reftoring,  fo  as  our  men 

were  now  well  filled  and  highlie  contented  both  with 
the  fare ,andneerenes  of  the  land  of  Guiana  which  ap, 
peered  in  fight.  In  the  morning  there  came  downe  ac¬ 
cording  to  promile  the  Lord  of  that  border  called 
Topanmaca,  with  fome  thirtie  or  fortie  followers,  and 
brougn  t  vs  diners  forts  of  fruits,  &  ofhis  wine,  bread, 
fifh ,  and  flefli ,  whom  we  alio  feafted  as  we  could,  at 
leaft  he  dranke  good  Spanifli  wine(whereof  we  had  a 
fmall  quantitic  in  bottels)which  aboue  all  things  they 
loue.  I  conferred  with  this  Topartwaca  of  the  next 
way  to  who  conduced  our  galley  and  botes 

to  his  owne  port ,  and  carried  vs  from  thence  fome 

mile 
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mile  and  a  halfe  to  his  towne,  where  fome  of  our  cap- 
taines  garoufed  of  his  wine  till  they  were  reafonable 
pleafant,  for  it  is  very  ftrong  with  pepper,  &  the  iuice 
of  diners  herbs,  and  fruits  digefted  and  purged,  diey 
keepe  it  in  great  earthen  pots  often  or  twelue  gallons 
very  cleane  and  fiveete,  and  are  themfelues  at  their 
meetings  and  feafts  the  greateft  garoufers  and  drun¬ 
kards  of  the  world  :  when  we  came  to  his  towne  we 
found  two  Caff'icjucs ,  whereof  one  of  them  was  a 
ftranger  that  had beenevp  the  riuer  in  trade,  and  his 
boates ,  people ,  and  wife  incamped  at  the  port 
where  we  ankored ,  and  the  other  was  of  that  coun- 
trey  a  follower  of  Topanmaca they  laie  each  of  them 
in  a  cotton  Hamac a,  which  we  call  brafill  beds,  &  two 
women  attending  them  with  fix  cups  and  a  Iitle  ladle 
to  fill  them,  out  of  an  earthen  pitcher  of  wine,  and  fo 
they  dranke  ech  of  them  three  of  thofe  cups  at  a  time, 
one  to  the  other ,and  in  this  fort  they  drinke  drunke  at 
their  feafts  and  meetings. 

That  C.aflique  that  was  a  ft  ranger  had  his  wife  flay¬ 
ing  at  the  port  where  we  ankored,  and  in  all  my  life 
Ihaue  feldome  fecne  a  better fauored  woman:  She 
was  of  good  ftatt:re,with  blacke  eies,  fat  of  body ,  of 
an  excellent  countenance,  hir  haire  almoft  as  long  as 
hir  felfe,tied  vp  againe  in  pretie  knots,  and  it  feemed 
fhe  flood  not  in  that  aw  of  hir  husband,as  the  reft,for 
flie  fpake  and  difcourft,and  dranke  among  the  gentle¬ 
men  and  captaines,  and  was  very  pleafant,  knowing 
hir  owne  comelincs,and  taking  great  pride  therein  .  I 
jhaue  feene  a  Lady  in  England  To  like  hir, as  but  for  the 
difference  of  colour  1  would  haue  Iworne  might  haue 
beene  the  fame. 
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1  he  feate  of  this  towne  of  Topartmnca  was  very 
plealant,  handing  on  a  little  hill,  in  an  excellent  pro- 
(ped ,  with  goodly  gardens  a  mile  compafle  round 
aboutit,  and  two  veryfaire  and  large  ponds  of  excel¬ 
lent  filli  adioyning.  This  towne  is  called  Arowocai : 
the  people  are  of  the  nation  called  Nepoios ,  and  are 
followers  of  Carapana.  In  that  place  I  lawe  very  aged 
people,  that  we  might  perceiue  all  theirfinewes  and 
veines  without  any  flefh ,  and  but  euen  as  a  calc  coue- 
red  onely  with  skin.  The  Lord  of  this  place  gaue  me 
an  old  man  for  Pilot,  who  was  of  great  experience  and 
trauell,  and  knew  the  riuer  molt  perfectly  both  by  day 
and  night,  and  it  fhall  be  recjuifite  for  any  man  that 
pafleth  it  to  haue  fitch  a  Pilot,  for  it  is  fower,  fine,  and 
fix  miles  ouer  in  many  places,  and  twentie  miles  in 
other  places, with  woonderfull  eddies, and  ftrong  cur¬ 
rants,  many  great  Hands  and  diuers  fholds,  and  many 
dangerous  rocks ,  and  befides  vpon  any  increale  of 
winde  lo  great  a  billow ,  as  we  were  fometimes  in 
great  perill  of  drowning  in  the  galley,  forthefinall 
botes  durlt  not  come  from  the  fhore,  but  when  it 
was  very  faire. 

The  next  day  we  halted  thence ,  and  hauing  an  ea- 
Iterly  wind  to  helpe  vs,  we  (pared  our  arms  from  row¬ 
ing  :  for  after  weentred  Orevoque ,  die  riuer lieth  for 
the  molt  part  ealtand  welt,  euen  from  the  lea  vnto 
Q^ito  in  Peru.  This  riuer  is  nauigable  with  fhips  little 
Idle  than  iooo.miles ,  and  from  the  place  where  we 
entred  it  may  be  failed  vp  in  finallpinaces  to  many  of 
the  belt  parts  or  Nueuo  reyno  de  granado,  and  O  i  Papaya#  ; 
and  from  no  place  may  the  cities  of  thele  parts  of  the  ' 
Indies  be  lo  eafily  taken  and  inuaded  as  from  hence. 
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All  that  day  we  failed  vp  a  branch  of  that  riuer^h ailing 
on  the  left  hand  a  great  Hand,  which  they  cal  Atfapana, 
which  may  containe  iome  fiue  and  twentie  miles  in 
length, &  d.miles  in  bredth,the  great  body  of  the  riuer 
running  on  the  other  fide  of  dais  Hand :  Beyond  that 
middle  branch  there  is  alio  another  Hand  in  the  riuer, 
called  I  warn,  which  is  twife  as  big  as  the  Ifie  of  wight , 
and  beyond  it,  and  betweene  it  and  the  maine  of  Gaia- 
na, runneth  a  third  branch  of  Orenoque  called  Arraroopa- 
*a:  all  three  are  goodly  branches,  and  all  nauigable 
for  great  fhips.  I  iudge  the  riuer  in  this  place  to  be  at 
leaft  thirtie  miles  brode ,  reckoning  the  Hands  which 
diuide  the  branches  in  it,  for  afterwards  I  fought  alfo 
both  the  other  branches. 

After  we  reached  to  the  head  of  this  Hand ,  called 
Affapana ,  a  little  to  the  weflward  on  the  right  hand 
there  opened  a  riuer  which  came  from  the  north,  cal¬ 
led  Europa ,  and  fell  into  the  great  riuer,  and  beyond  it, 
on  the  fame  fide  we  ankored  for  that  night, by  another 
Hand  fix  miles  long,  and  two  miles  brode,  which  they 
call  Ocaywita ;  From  hence  in  the  morning  we  landed 
two  Guiaftiansi which  we  found  in  die  towne  of  Topari- 
Tttaca,  that  came  with  vs ,  who  went  to  giue  notice  of 
our  comming  to  the  Lord  of  that  countrey  called  Pu~ 
tyma ,  a  follower  of  Topiarvariy  chiefe  Lord  of  Arromaia, 
who  flicceeded  tAiorequito ,  whom(asyouhaue  heard 
before)  Berreo  put  to  death,  but  his  towne  being  farre 
within  the  land,he  came  not  vnto  vs  that  day,fo  as  we 
ankored  againe  that  night  neere  die  banks  of  ano¬ 
ther  Hand,  of bignes  much  like  the  other,  which  they 
call  Putapajma, ,  on  the  maine  lande ,  oner  againil 
which  Hand  was  a  very  high  mountainc  called  Oecope  : 

-  r.rr I  we 
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we  coueted  to  ankor  rather  by  thefe  Hands  in  the  ri- 
uer,than  by  the  maine,  becauie  of  the  Tortagas  egges, 
which  our  people  found  on  them  in  great  abundance, 
&  alfo  becaufe  the  ground  ferued  better  for  vs  to  call 
our  nets  for  filh,  the  maine  banks  being  for  the  moll 
part  ftonie  and  high,and  the  rocks  of  a  blew  metalline 
colour ,  like  vnto  the  bell  fteele  ore,  which  I  afluredly 
take  it  to  be  :  of  the  lame  blew  Hone  are  allb  diuers 
great  mountaines,  which  border  thisriuer  in  many 
places. 

The  next  morning  towards  nine  of the  clocke,  we 
weied  ankor,  &  the  brize  encrealing,we  failed  alwaies 
weft  vp  the  riuer,  and  after  a  while  opening  the  Iande 
on  the  right  fide,  the  countrey  appeered  to  be  cham- 
painc,and  the  banks  fhewed  very  perfect  red :  I  there¬ 
fore  lent  two  of  the  little  barges  with  captaine  Gifford, 
and  with  him  cap  taine  7fy#,  captaine  CalfieU ,  my  co¬ 
fen  Greemile ,  my  nephew  Io.  Gilbert ,  captaine  Ewhs„ 
mafter£d(P.  Porter  ^nd  my  colen  Butfheaa  Gorges^  with 
fome  fewe  foldiers,  to  march  ouer  the  banks  of  that 
red  land,  and  to  difcouerwhatmaner  ofcountrey  it 
was  on  the  other  fide,who  at  their  returne  found  it  all 
a  plaine  leuell,  as  farrc  as  they  went  or  could  dilcerne 
from  the  higheft  tree  they  could  get  vpon:  And  my 
old  Pilot, a  man  of  great  trauel!  brother  to  die  Caff^ue 
Toparimaca  told  me,  that  thole  were  called  the  plaines 

of  th eSapma,  and  that  the  lame  leuell  reached  toC». 

mana ,  and  Carracas  in  the  weft  Indies,  which  are  120. 
leagues  to  the  north,  and  that  there  inhabited  fower 
principal!  nations.  'Thefirft  were  x\\QSayma^  the  next 
j4tfawat,  the  third  and  greateft  the  wikm,  by  whom 
Pedro  Hernandez,  deSerpa  before  mentioned  was  ouer- 

throwen 
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throwcn ,  as  he  pafled  with  three  hundred  horfe  from 
Cumana  towards  Orenoque,  in  his  enterprize  of  Guiana , 
the  fourth  are  called  Aroras ,  and  are  as  blacke  as  Ne¬ 
gros  y  but  haue  fmooth  haire ,  and  thefe  are  very  vali¬ 
ant  ,  or  rather  defperate  people ,  and  haue  the  moft 
ftrongpoilon  on  their  arrowes,  and  moft  dangerous 
of  all  nations  ,  of  which  poifon  I  will  fpeake  fomwhat 
being  a  digreftion  not  vnneceftary. 

There  was  nothing  whereof  I  was  more  curious, 
than  to  finde  out  the  true  remedies  of  thefe  poifoned 
arrowes,  for  befides  the  mortalitie  of  the  wound  they 
make ,  thepartie  ftiot  indureth  the  moft  infiifferable 
torment  in  the  world,  and  abideth  a  moft  vglie  and 
lamentable  death,  fomtimes  dying  ftarke  mad,  fom- 
times  their  bowels  breaking  out  of  their  bellies ,  and 
are  prefently  difcolored,  as  blacke  as  pitch,  and  fb  vn- 
fauery ,  as  no  man  can  endure  to  cure ,  or  to  attend 
them :  And  it  is  more  ftrange  to  know ,  that  in  all  this 
time  there  was  neucr  Spaniard ,  cither  by  gift  or  tor¬ 
ment  that  could  attaine  to  the  true  knowledge  of  the 
cure,  although  they  haue  martyred  and  put  to  inuen- 
ted  torture  I  know  not  how  many  of  them.  But  euery 
one  of  thefe  Indians  know  it  not,  no  not  one  among 
thoufands,  but  their  fouthfaiers  andpriefts,  who  do 
conceale  it ,  and  onely  teach  it  but  from  the  father 
to  the  fonne. 

Thole  medicines  which  are  vulgar, and  feme  for  the 
ordinarie  poifon,  are  made  of  the  iuice  of  a  roote  cal¬ 
led  't apart :  the  fame  alfo  quencheth  maruelloufly  the 
heatc  of  burning  feauers,and  healeth  inward  wounds, 
and  broken  veines,  that  bleed  within  the  body.  But  I 
was  more  beholding  to  the  G.uamans  than  any  other, 

<  I  2  for 


6o  The  Discoverie 

for  Amhonio  de  Bcrreo  told  me  that  he  could  neuerat- 
tainetothe  knowledge  therof,  &  yet  they  taught  me 
the  beft  way  ofhealing  as  wel  therof,as  of  al  other  poi- 
fons.Some  of  the  Spaniards  haue  been  cured  in  ordi¬ 
nary  wounds, of  the  common  poifoncd  arrowes  with 
the  iuice  of  garlike:but  this  is  a  general!  rule  for  all  me 
that  fhall  heerafter  trauell  the  Indies  where  poiloned 
arrowes  are  vied,  that  they  muft  abftaine  from  drinke, 
for  if  they  take  any  licor  into  their  body,  as  they  fhall 
be  maruellouily  prouoked  therunto  by  drought,I  fay, if 
they  drink  before  the  wound  be  drefled,  orioone  vpon 
it,there  is  noway  with  them  but  prelent  death. 

And  lo  I  wilrewsrne  again  to  our  iourney  which  for 
this  third  day  we  finifhed,  and  call  ankor  againe  neere 
the  continent,  on  the  left  hand  betweene  two  moun- 
taines,  the  one  called  Aroami,  and  the  other  Aio :  I 
made  no  fay  heere  but  till  midnight ,  for  I  feared 
howerly  leaf  any  raine  fliould  fall,  and  then  it  had 
beene  impolfible  to  haue  gone  any  further  vp,  not- 
withftanding  that  there  is  euery  day  a  very  ilroncr 
brize,  and  eafterly  winde .  I  deferred  the  learch  of  the 
countrie  on  Guiana  fide,  till  my  rc turtle  downe  the  fi¬ 
ner.  The  next  day  we  iiiled  by  a  great  Hand ,  in  the 
middle  of  the  riuer,  called  cManoripano,  and  as  wee 
walked  a  while  on  the  Hand,  while  the  Galley  got  a 
head  of  vs ,  there  came  after  vs  from  the  maine ,  a 
fin  all  Canoa  with  ieuen  or  eight  Cuianians ^  toinuitevs 
to  ankor  at  their  port,  but  I  deferred  it  till  my  returne ; 
It  was  that  Cajfique  to  whom  thole  JVepoios  went,which 
came  with  vs  from  the  towne  of  Toparimaca:  and  fo 
the  lift  day  we  reached  as  high  vp  as  the  Prouince  of 
Atromaia  tile  COUntl'Cy  of  tMorequito  whom  Berreo 
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executed ,  and  ankored  to  the  weft  of  an  Hand  called 
Mwrrecotma)  ten  miles  long  and  fiue  brode :  and  that 
night  the  Caffique  Aramiart ,  (to  whole  towne  we  made 
our  long  and  hungry  voiage  out  of  the  riuer  of  Amar.a) 
pafied  by  vs. 

The  next  day  we  arriuedat  the  port  of  Morcquito^ 
and  ankored  there ,  lending  away  one  of  our  Pilots  to 
leeke  the  king  of  Aromata ,  vncle  to  Morecjmto ,  llaine  by 
Berreo  as  aforelaide .  The  next  day  following,  before 
noone  he  came  to  vs  on  foote  from  his  houle ,  which 
was  14  Englifh  miles, (himlelf being  no.yeersold)&: 
returned  on  foote  the  fame  daie ,  &  with  him  many 
of  the  borderers,  with  many  women  &  children,  that 
came  to  woonder  at  our  nation,  and  to  bring  vs  down 
vidtuall,  which  they  did  in  great  plenty ,  as  venilon, 
porke,  hens,  chickens,  foule,fifh,  wi th  diners  forts  of 
excellentfruits,androotes,  &  great  abundance  of  Pi- 
nos.  the  princefle  of  fruits,  that  grow  vnder  the  Sun)  el- 
pecially  thole  of  Guiana.  They  brought  vs  alfo  ftore  of 
bread, and  of  their  wine, and  a  lort  o'iParaqwtos-.wo  big¬ 
ger  than  wrens ,  and  of  all  other  lorts  both  Imall  and 
great:  one  of  them  gaue  me  a  beaft  called  by  the  Spa¬ 
niards  Armadilla^  which  they  call  Cajfacam,  which  fee- 
jneth  to  be  all  barred  ouer  with  Imall  plates  fome- 
what  like  to  a  Kenocero ,  with  a  white  home  growing 
in  his  hinder  parts ,  as  bigas  a  great  hunting  home, 
which  they  vie  towindein  fteed  of  a  trumpet.  Ado- 
nardus  writeth  that  a  little  of  the  powder  of  that  horn 
put  into  the  eare,cureth  deafnes. 

After  this  old  king  had  relied  a  while  in  a  lit¬ 
tle  tent ,  that  I  cauled  to  be  let  vp,l  began  by  my  in¬ 
terpreter  to  dilcourle  with  him  of  the  death  ofMo- 
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recjult*  his  predeceflor ,  and  afterward  of  the  Spani¬ 
ards,  and  ere  I  wentanie  farther  I  made  him  know 
the  caufe  of  my  comming  thither  ,  whofe  feruant 
I  was ,  and  that  the  Queenes  pleafiire  was,  I  fhould 
vndertake  the  voiage  for  their  defence,  and  to  de- 
liuer  them  from  the  tyrannie  of  the  Spaniards,  dila- 
ting  at  large  (as  I  had  done  before  to  thofe  of  Tri- 
nedado  )  her  Maiefties  greatnes ,  her  iuftice  ,  her 
charitie  to  all  opprefled  nations  ,  with  as  manie 
of  the  reft  of  her  beauties  and  vertues  ,  as  either 
I  coulde  exprefie ,  or  they  conceiue  ,  all  which  be¬ 
ing  with  great  admiration  attentiuely  heard  ,  and 
maruelloufly  admired  ,  I  began  to  found  the  olde 
man  as  touching  Guiana  ,  and  the  ftate  thereof, 
what  lort  of  common  wealth  it  was  ,  how  gouer- 
ned  ,  of  what  ftrengthand  pollicy ,  how  farre  it  ex¬ 
tended  ,  and  what  nations  were  friends  or  enimies 
adjoining ,  and  finally  of  the  diftance,  and  way  to  en¬ 
ter  the  fame  :  he  told  me  that  himfelfe  and  his  peo¬ 
ple  with  all  thofe  downe  the  riuer  towards  the  fea  as 
farre  as  Emeria ,  the  Prouince  of  Carapana ,  were  of 
Guiana  ,  but  that  they  called  themfelues  Orenoque- 
poni ,  bicaufe  they  bordered  the  great  riuer  of  Ore- 
noque ,  and  that  all  the  nations  betweene  the  riuer  and 
thofe  mountaines  m  fight  called  ivacariwa ,  were  of 
the  fame  call  and  appellation  :  and  that  on  the  other 
fide  of  thofe  mountaines  of  wacarima  there  was  a 
large  plaine  (which  after  I  difcouered  inmyreturne) 
called  the  valley  of  Amartocapana ,  in  all  that  valley 
the  people  were  alfo  of  the  ancient  Guiantam .  I  af 
kedwhat  nations  thofe  were  which  inhabited  on  the 
further  fide  of  thofe  mountaines,  beyond  the  valley  of 
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Amariocapana,  he  anlwered  with  a  great  figh  (as  a  man 
which  had  inward  feeling  of  thelofleof  hisconntrey 
and  liberty ,  efpecially  for  that  his  eldeft  lonne  was 
{lain  in  a  battel  on  that  fide  of  the  mountaines,  whom 
he  rnoft  entirely  loued,)  that  heremembredin  his  fa¬ 
thers  life  time  when  he  was  very  old  ,  and  himfclfe  a 
yoong  man  that  there  came  down  into  that  large  val¬ 
ley  of  Guiana,  a  nation  from  lo  far  off  as  the  Sun  flept, 
(  for  fuch  were  his  own  words , )  with  fo  great  a  multi¬ 
tude  as  they  could  notbe  numbred  nor  refilled, &  that 
they  wore  large  coats ,  and  hats  of  crimfon  colour, 
which  colour  he  exprefted,  by  fhewing  a  peece  of  red 
wood ,  wherewith  my  tent  was  fupported,  and  that 
they  were  called  Or  clones  and  Epuremei^  thole  that  had 
flame  and  rooted  out  lo  many  of  the  ancient  people 
as  there  were  leaues  in  the  woodvponallthe  trees, and 
had  now  made  themfolues  Lords  of  all,  euen  to  diat 
mountaine  foote  called  Curaa,  lauing  onely  of  two  na¬ 
tions,  die  one  called  Iwarcmaqueri^ and  the  other  Cajfi- 
pago to jjind  that  in  the  laft  battell  fought  bctweene  die 
Epuremei,  and  th Cjwarawaqueri ,  his  eldeft  foil  was  cho- 


fen  to  carry  to  the  aide  of  the  Ijvarawaqueri ,  a  great 
troupe  of  the  Orenoqueponl^  and  was  there  flaine,  with  al 
his  people  &  freinds,  and  that  he  had  now  remaining 
but  one  fonne :  and  farther  told  me  that  thole  Epure - 
met  had  built  a  great  town  called  tJMacureguaral ,  at  the 
laid  mountaine  foote,  at  the  beginning  of  the  great 
plaines  of  Guiana,  which  haue  no  end  :  and  that  their 
houles  haue  many  roomes ,  one  oner  the  other,  and 
that  therein  the  great  king  of  the  Or  clones  and  Epu- 
r  eme  i  kept  three  thouland  men  to  defend  the  borders 
againft  diem ,  and  withall  daily  to  inuade  and  flaie 

them  t 
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them :  but  that  oflate  yeeres  fince  the  Chriftians  of- 
.  fired  to  inuade  his  territories , and  thole  frontires,thev 
were  all  at  peace,  and  traded  one  with  another,  failing 
onely  the  Iwarawaqueri,  and  thole  other  nations  vpon 
the  head  of  the  riuer  of  Carols  called  Cajfipagotos, which 
we  afterwards  dilcouered,  each  one  holding  the  Spani¬ 
ard  for  acommon  enimie. 

After  he  had  anfivered  thus  far,  he  defiredleaue  to 
depart,  faying  that  he  had  far  to  go,that  he  was  old,& 
weake,  and  was  euery  day  called  for  by  death,  which 
was  alio  his  owne  phrafe :  I  delired  him  to  reft  with  vs  . 
that  night, but  I  could  not  intreat  him,  but  he  told  me 
that  at  my  returne  from  the  countrie  aboue,  he  would 
againe  come  to  vs,  and  in  the  meane  time  prouide  for 
vs  the  beft  he  could,  of  all  that  his  countrie  yeelded : 
the  fame  night  hee  returned  to  Orocotona  his  owne 
tovvne,  lo  as  he  went  that  day  28.  miles  the  weather 
being  very  hot,  the  countrie  being  fituate  betweene 
4.  and  5.  degrees  of  the  EqmnoUiall,  This  Topiawari  is 
held  for  the  proudeft,  and  wifeft  of al  the  Orenoqttepomy 
and  lo  he  behaued  himlelfe  towards  me  in  all  his  an- 
ftvers  at  my  returne,  as  I  maruelled  to  finde  a  man  of 
that  grauity  and  iudgement,  and  of  lo  good  dilcourle, 
that  had  no  helpe  of  learning  nor  breed. 

The  next  morning  we  alio  left  the  port,  and  failed 
weftward  vp  the  riuer,  to  view  the  famous  riuer  called 
Car oU ,  aswellbicauleitwas  maruellous  of  itlelfe,  as 
alfo  for  that  I  vnderftood  it  led  to  the  ftrongeft  nati¬ 
ons  of  all  the  frontircs ,  that  were  enimies  to  the 
Epuremet, which  are  fisbiedfs  to  Inga,  Emperor  of  Guia¬ 
na,  and  Mama ,  and  that  night  we  ankored  at  ano¬ 
ther  Hand  called  Ca/ama ,  of  fome  Hue  or  fixe  miles 
•  in 
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in  length ,  and  the  next  day  arriued  at  the  mouth  of 
CW/',whe  we  were  fhort  ofit  as  low  or  furtherdowne 
as  the  port  of  Morequitov/c  heard  the  great  rore  and 
fall  of  the  riuer,  but  when  we  came  to  enter  wi  th  our 
barge  and  wherries  thinking  to  hauc  gone  vp  fome  for- 
tie  miles  to  the  nations  or  the  Cajjipagotos ,  we  were 
not  able  with  a  barge  ofeight  oares  to  rowe  one  {tones 
call  in  an  hower,  and  yet  the  riuer  is  as  broad  as  the 
Thames  at  Wolwich,  and  we  tried  both  Tides ,  and 
the  middle,  and  cuery  part  of  the  riuer  ,  foaswe  in- 
camped  vponthebankes  adioyning  ,  andfent  off'our 
Orenoqttepone  (  which  came  with  VS  from  CMorequito  ) 
to  giue  knowledge  to  the  nations  vpon  the  riuer  ofour 
being  therc,and  that  we  defired  to  fee  the  Lords  of  Ca- 
which  dweltwithin  the  prouince  vpon  that  riuer, 
making  them  know  that  we  were  enemies  to  the  Spa- 
nyards,  (foritwasonthis  riuersfide  that  CMorequito 
flew  the  Frier, and  thofe  nine  Spaniards  which  came 
from  Manuu ,  the  Citie  of  Inga ,  and  tooke  from  them 
40000.  pefbes  of  Golde  )  fo  as  the  next  daie  there 
came  downe  a  Lorde  or  Cajfique  called  ivanuretona 
with  many  people  with  him,  and  brought  all  ftore 
of  prouifions  toentertainevs ,  as  the  reft  had  done. 
And  as  I  had  before  made  my  comming  knowne  to 
Topi  aw  an,  fo  did  I  acquaint  this  Cajfiqtte  there  with, and 
ho  we  I  was  fent  by  her  Maiefty  for  the  purpofe  afore- 
faid,  and  gathered  alfo  what  I  could  of  him  touching 
the  eftate  of  Guiana,  and  I  foundc  that  thofe  alfo  of 
Caroli  were  not  onely  enemies  to  the  Spaniardes  but 
mod  of  all  to  the  Epuremei,  which  abounde  in  Gold, 
and  by  this  Wanurctona  ,1  had  knowledge  that  on 

the  heade  of  this  riuer  were  three  mighty  nations , 
'  K  which 
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which  were  feated  on  a  great  lake ,  from  whence  this 
riuer  defeended ,  and  were  called  Cajjlpagotos  3  Epara- 
g»tos ,  and  Arawagotos ,  and  that  all  thofe  eyther  againft 
the  Spaniards,or  the  Epuremei  would  ioine  with  vs aand 
that  if  wee  entred  the  lande  ouer  the  mountaines  of 
Cur aa-)  wee  fhould  fatisfieour  felues  with  golde  and 
all  other  good  things  :hee  told  vs  farther  of  a  nation 
called  Iwarawaqueri  before  fpoken  off  j  that  held  daily 
vvarre  with  the  Epuremei  that  inhabited  c JMacurcguarai 
the  firft  ciuill  towne  of  Guiana  3  of  the  fubie&es  of  /«- 
ga  the  Emperor. 

Vpon  this  riuer  one  Captaine  GWr^thatltookc 
with  B  err  to  tolde  me  there  was  a  greate  filuer  mine, 
and  that  it  was  neere  the  banckes  of  thefaide  riuer. 
But  by  this  time  as  well  Orenoque ,  Carolt  j  as  all  the 
reft  of  the  riuers  were  rifen  fowre  or  fiue  foote  in 
height ,  fo  as  it  was  not  poffible  by  the  ftrength  of 
any  men ,  or  with  anyboate  whatfbeuerto  rovveinto 
the  riuer  againft  the  ftreame.  I  therefore  font  Captaine 
Thyn  ,  Captaine  Greenuile3  my  nephew  Iobn  Gjlbertfny 
cofen  Butjbead  Gorges ,  Captaine  Clarke )  and  forne  30 
/hot  more  to  coaftthc  riuer  bylandc,  and  to  goe  to 
a  towne  fome  twentie  miles  ouer  the  valley  called 
tsfmnatapoi)  and  if  they  found  guides  thereto  goe  far¬ 
ther  towardes  the  mountaine  foote  to  another  greate 
towne5called  belonging  to  a  Cajfique  called 

Haharacoa  ( that  was  a  nephew  to  old  Topi  aw  art  king  of 
Arromaia  our  chiefeft  friend )  becaufe  this  towne  and 
prouince  of  Capurepana  adioyoed  to  Alacureguarai, 
which  was  the  frontier  towne  of  the  Empire  rand 
the  meane  while  myfelfe  with  Captaine  Gifford,  Cap- 
tainc  C&UJU.JU***,,  &  feme  halfe  a  dolen  (ho  t 

marched 


OF  Gvi  AN  A, 


marched  ouer land  to  view  the  ftrange  ouerfals  ofthe 
riuer  of  Wj  which  rored  fo  farreof&alio  to  fee  the 
plaines, adioyning  and  the  reft  of  the  prouince  oiCanu 
ri:  I  Tent  alfo  captaine^^«,tr.  Connockt ,  and  fome 
eight  idiot  with  them,  to  fee  if  they  coulde  finde  any 
minerall  ftone  alongft  the  riuers  fide.  When  we  ronne 
to  the  tops  ofthe  firfthilsof  the  plaines  adioyning  to 
the  riuer,wc  behelde  that  wonderfull  breach  of  waters, 
which  ranne  down  Car  alt ;  and  might  from  that  moun- 
taine  fee  the  riuer  how  it  ran  in  three  parts,abouetwen- 
tic  miles  of,  and  there  appeared  fome  ten  or  twelnc 
ouerfals  in  fight ,  euery  one  as  high  oucr  the  other  as 
a  Church  tower,  which  fell  with  that  fury  ,  that  the 
rebound  of  waters  made  it  feeme ,  as  if  it  had  beenc 
all  coucred  oucr  with  a  great  fhower  of  ray  ne :  and  in 
fo  me  places  we  tooke  it  at  the  firft  for  a  fmoke  that  had 
rifeu  ouer  fome  great  towne .  For  mine  owne  part  I 
was  well  perfwaded  from  thence  to  haue  returned,  be¬ 
ing  a  very  ill  footeman,  but  the  reft  were  all  fo  defirous 
to  goe  neere  the  faid  ftraunge  thunder  of  waters,  as 
they  drew  mee  on  by  little  and  little,  till  we  came  into 
the  next  valley,  where  we  might  better  difeerne  the 
fame .  I  ncuer  fawa  more  beawtifull  countrey ,  nor 
moreliuelyprofpe<ftes,hilsfo  raifed  heere  and  there 
oucr  the  vallic  s ,  the  riuet  winding  into  diuers  braun- 
ches,  the  plaines  adioyning  without  bufh  or  ftubblc, 
all  faire  greene  grafle,  the  ground  of  hard  fand  eafy  to 
march  on,ey  ther  for  horfe  or  foote,  the  deare  crolfing 
in  euerypath,  the  birds  towardes  the  cuening  finging 
on  euery  tree  with  a  thoufand  feueral  tunes,  cranes  & 
herons  of  white,  crimfon  3  and  carnation  pearching 
on  the  riuers  fide ,  the  ayre  frcih  with  a  gentle 

K  a  caftcrlie 
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caftcrlie  wind, and  euery  ftone  that  wc  {looped  to  tale 
vp,promifed  eyther  goldeor  filuerby  his  complexion. 
YourL.  {hall fee  ot  many  (ones,  and  1  hope  Ionic 
of  them  cannot  be  bettered  vnder  the  funne,  and  yet 
we  had  no  me  anes  but  with  our  daggers  and  fingers  to 
teare  them  out  heere  and  there ,  the  rockes  being  moft 
hard  of  that  minerall  fparre  aforefaid ,  and  is  like  a 
flint ,  and  is  altogether  as  hard  or  harder ,  and  befides 
the  veynesliea  fathome  ortwodeepe  in  the  rockcs. 
But  we  wanted  all  thinges  requifite  faue  onelie  our  de¬ 
fires  ,  and  good  will  to  haue  performed  more  if  it  had 
pleafed  God .  To  be  fhort  when  both  our  compa* 
nies  returned, each  ofthem  brought  alfo  (euerall  fortes 
of  {tones  that  appeared  very  faire,  but  were  fuch  as 
they  found  loofe  on  the  ground,  and  were  for  the  moft 
part  but  cullored,and  had  not  any  gold  fixed  in  them, 
yet  fuch  as  had  no  judgement  or  experience  kept  all 
that  gliftered,  and  would  not  be  perfivaded  but  it  was 
rich  becaufeof  the  luftre,  and  brought  of  thofe,and  of 
{jtyldTcjuefite  with  all jfrom  Trincdddo ,  and  hauc  del i tie¬ 
red  of  thofe  {tones  to  be  tried  in  many  places  ,  and 
haue  thereby  bred  an  opinion  that  all  the  reft  is  of  the 
fame:  yet  fome  ofthefe ftoncs  1  {hewed  afterward  to  a 

Spaniard  of  the  C^acai  who t0^  mc  ^at  'c  was  El 
dre  deloroj and  t  hat  the  mine  was  farther  in  the  grounde. 
But  it  {hall  bee  founde  aweakepollicieinmee,eyther 
to  betray  my  lelfe  ,  or  my  Countrey  with  imagi¬ 
nations  ,  neyther  am  I  fo  farre  in  loue  with  that  lod¬ 
ging,  watching,  care,  pcrill»difeafes ,  ill  fauoures, 
bad  fare,  and  many  other  mifehiefesthat  accompa¬ 
ny  thefe  voyages ,  as  to  woo  my  felfe  againc  into  any 
of  them  3  were  I  not  allured  that  the  funne  couereth 
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not  fo  much  riches  in  any  part  of  the  earth.  Captaine 
wbiddon3  and  our  Chirurgion  Nick,  MilUcbap  brought 
me  a  kinde  of  ftones  like  Sapbires, what  they  may  proue 
I  knowe  not ,  I  (hewed  them  to  fome  of  the  Orenocjue- 
poni  , and  they  promifedto  bring  me  to  a  mountaine, 
that  had  of  them  verye  large  peeces  growing 
Diamond  wife:  whether  it  be  Chriftall  of  the  moun¬ 
taine  ,  Bnftoll Diamond 3  or  Saphire  I  doe  not  yet  knowe, 
but  I  hope  the  beft ,  furc  1  am  that  the  place  is  as  likely 
as  thofe  from  whence  all  the  rich  ftones  arc  brought, 
and  in  the  fame  height  or  very  neare  .  On  the  left 
hand  ofthis  riuer  C*™// are  feated  thofe  nations  which 
are  called  Iwarawakeri  before  remembred ,  which  are 
enemies  to  the  Epuremei :  and  on  the  heade  of  it  ad- 
ioyningtothegreatelake  Cajfipa,  arefituate  thofe  o- 
ther  nacions  which  alfo  refill:  Inga ,  and  the  £/>«>  «»«, 

called  C«t'P«goios  ,  Eg  arc  goto  s ,  and  Arrawagotos .  I  far¬ 
ther  vnderftood  that  this  lake  of  Cajjipa  is  lo  large,  as  it 
isaboueonedaies  iourneyfor  one  of  their  Canoas  to 
erode  ,  which  may  be  (ome40.  miles, and  that  therein 
fall  diuers  riuers,  and  that  great  ftore  of  graines  of 
Golde  are  found  in  the  fummer  time  when  the  lake 
fallcth  by  the  banckes,  in  thofe  braunches .  There  is 
alfo  another  goodly  riuer  beyond  Caroli  which  is  called 
Ami,  which  alfo  runneth  thorow  the  lake  Cajjipa ,  and 
falleth  into  Orenoqne farther  weft,  making  allthat  land 
betweene  Caroli  and  Ami  an  Hand,  which  is  likewifea 
moft  beawtifull  countrey.  Next  vnto  Ami  there  are 
two  riuers  Atoica  and  Caora,  and  on  that  braunch 
which  is  called  C«0ra  are  a  nation  of  people,  whole 
heades  appeare  not  aboue  their  fhoulders ,  which 
though  it  may  be  thought  a  meere  fable,  yet  for  mine 

K  3  ovvne 
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ownepare  l  am  rc(olucditiscruc,becaule  euery  child 
in  the  provinces  of  Arromata  and  Can^'t  affirms  the 
amc  -  they  are  called  Ewaipanoma:  they  are  reported  to 
aue  their  eyes  in  their  fhoulders,and  their  mouths  in 
tne  middle  of  their  breads, &  that  along  train  of  haire 
groweth  backward  beewen  their  fhoulders.  Thefonne 
of  Topiawari,  which  I  brought  with  mccinto  England 
to  de  mee  that  they  are  the  mod  injghtie  men  of  all 
thclande,  andvfcbowes,  arrowes,  and  clubs  thrice 
asbigge  as  any  of  Gttinna,  or  of  the  OrenoquepoHijZnd 
that  one  ofthe  Iwarawakeri  tooke  aprifbner  of  them 
the  ycarc  before  our  arriuall  there,  and  broughthim 
into  the  borders  of  ArromaU  his  fathers  Countrey  * 
And  farther  when  I  feemed  to  doubt  of  it ,  hec  tolde 
me  that  it  was  no  wonder  among  them  ,  but  that  they 
were  as  great  a  nation ,  and  as  common,  as  any  other 
in  all  the  prouinces,  and  had  of  late  yeares  flaine  ma¬ 
nic  Hundreds  of  his  fathers  people ,  and  of  other 
ons  their  neighbors,  but  it  was  not  my  chaunct  to 
hearcofthem  til  I  was  come  away,and  if  I  had  butfpo* 
ken  one  word  of  it  while  I  was  there  ,  I  might  haue 
brought  one  ofthem  with  me  to  put  the  matter  out  of 
doubr.  Such  a  nation  was  written  of  by  c Mn»ndeuih% 
whole  reportes  were  held  for  fables  many  yeares ,  and 
yet  fince  the  Eaft  Indies  were  difeouered,  wee  finds 
hi*  relations  trueoffuch  thinges  as  hecretoforc  were 
held  incredible:  whether  it  be  true  or  no  the  matter  is 

not  great,  neither  can  there  be  any  profit  in  the  imagi¬ 
nation,  for  mine  owne  part  1  law  them  not ,  but  I  am 
refolued  that  fo  many  people  did  not  all  combine ,  or 
forethinkc  to  make  the  report. 

When  I  came  to  Cam***  in  the  weft  Indies  afterwards, 
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by  chaunce  Ifpakc  with  a  fpanyard  dwelling  not  farre 
from  thence  ,a  man  of  greac  trauell,  and  after  he  knew 
that  I  had  ben  in  Guiam,  and  fo  farre  dire dlie  weft  as 
CaroH,  the  firft  queftion  he  afked  me  was  whether  I  had 
feene  anie  of  the  Ervaipanoma  ,  which  are  thole 
without  heades  •.  who  being  eftecmcd  amoft  honeft 
man  of  his  word,  and  in  all  thingeselfe,  told  me  that 
he  had  feen  manie  of  them :  1  may  not  name  him  be- 
caufe  it  may  be  for  his  difaduantage ,  but  he  is  well 
known  to  Monficr  Mucherons  fonne  of  London  and 
to  Ester  CMlicberon  maichant  of  the  Flemish  fhipp  that 
was  there  in  trade ,  who  alfo  heard  what  he  auowed  to 
be  true  of  thofe  people.  Thefoutth  riuer  tothe  weft 
ofCWro/zis  Cafnero  which  falleth  into  Orenoque  on  this 
fide  of  Amapaia,  and  that  riuer  is  greater  then  Dam- 
btut ,  or  any  of  Europe  :  itrifeth  on  the  fouth  ofGui- 
amhom  the  mountain.es  which  deuide  Guiana  from 


Amaziones ,  and  I  thinke  it  to  be  nauig2blc  m  any  hun¬ 
dred  miles but  we  had  no  time,  meanes ,  nor  fcafon 
ofthe  yeare,to  fearc’n  thofe  riucrs  for  the  caufes  afore- 
faid,the  winter  being  come  vppon  vs ,  although  the 
winter&furpmer  as  touching  cold&  heate  differ  not, 
neither  do  the  ireGs  euer  fcnciblic  lofe  their  leaues,but 
hage  alwaies  fruite  either  ripe  or  green, and  moft  of  the 
both  bloflbmesdeauesjripe  fruite, &  green  atone  time: 
But  their  winter  onelie  confifteth  of  terrible  raynes, 
and  ouerflowings  of  the  riuers  ,  with  many  great 
iformes  and  gufts  ,  thunder,  and  lightnings,  of  which 
we  had  our  fill,  ere  we  returned  .  On  the  North 
fide,  the  firft  riuer  that  falleth  into  Orenocjue  is  Qr/, 
beyond  it  on  the  fame  fide  is  the  riuer  of  Lima ,  be- 
tweenethefe  two  is  a  great  nation  of  Cambals,  and  their 
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chiefe  towne  beareth  the  name  of  the  riuer  and  is  cal¬ 
led  Acamacarl :  at  this  towne  is  a  contiiuiall  markette 
of  women  for  3  or4hatchetsapcece  ,they  are  bought 
by  the  Arwacaty  andbythe.nfolde  into  the  weft  In¬ 
dies  .  To  the  weft  of  Lima  is  the  riuer  Pao ,  beyond 
it  C atari ,  beyond  that  Voari  and  Capuri  which  falleth 
out  of  the  great  riuer  ofc_jlfeta}  by  which  B  erreo  des¬ 
cended  From  Nticno  regno  degranada  .To  the  weftwatd 
of  Capuri  is  the  prouince  of  Amapaia  ,  where  Berreo 
wintered^andhad  io  many  of  his  people  poyfoned 
with  the  tawny  water  of  the  marfhes  of  the  Anebas. 
Aboue  Amapaia ,  towatdc  Idfuetto  rejno  fall  in ,  c JMe- 
t*f  Pato  ,  and  Caffamr  .-to  the  weft  ofthefetowardes 
the  prouinces  of  the  Afhagaat  dr  Catetios  are  the  ri« 
uers  of  Beta,  Daw»ejr  y  and  Vbarroy  andtowardcs  the 
frontycr  of  Peru  are  the  prouinces  of  Tkomebamba. 
and  Caximalta :  adioyning  to  Quito  in  the  North  of 
P<r«  are  the  riuers  of  Guiacar  and  Go  attar :  and  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  faide  mountaines  the  riuer  ot Papa, 
rnene  which  defeendeth  into  Maragnon  or  lAmazsonet 
palling  through  the  prouince  of  the  Mutylones  where 
Don  Pedro  deOfua  who  was  flayne  by  the  traytour 
■dgiri  before  rehearied  j  built  his  Brigandmes  t  when  he 
fought  Guaina  by  the  waie  of  Amaz>ones  .  Betwenc 
Dawnej  and  Beta  lieth  a  famous  Hand  in  Orenoque  now 
called  Baratjuan  (  For  aboue  Meta,  it  is  not  knowne  by 
the  name  of  Orenoque  )  which  is  called  Athule ,  beyond 
which  ,  Ships  of  burden  cannot  paffe  by  reafon  of  a  moft 
forcible  ouerfalf,  and  Current  of  waters  *.  but  in  the 
eddy  all  Smaller  vcflelles  may  be  drawen  eu?n  to  Pern 
itfelfc:  Buttofpeakeofmoreof  thefe  riuers  without 
the  defeription  were  but  tedious  5  and  therefore  I  will 
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leaue  the  reft  to  thediferiprion.  This  riuer  of  Ortm- 
qne  is  nauigable  for  fhips  little  lefle  then  1000.  miles, 
&for  Iefler  veflels  neere  2000.  By  itfas  aforefaid  )Pcrn, 
Nuevo  rcyno,  8c  PopaiaM ,may  be  in  uaded.  it  alfo  leadeth  to 
that  great  Empire  of  Inga,  and  to  the  prouinces  of^- 
mapaia, and  Anebat  which  abound  in  gold :  his  branches 
of  Cofnero  3  CM  ant  a  ,  Caora  defcend  from  the  middle 
land  and  valley  3  which  lyeth  betweene  the  eafter  pro- 
uinceof  Peru  and  Gmana ;  and  it  falles  into  the  fca 
betweene  Maragnon  and  Trinedado  in  two  degrees  and 
ahalf,al  which  your  Honors  fhal  better  perceiue  in  the 
generall deferipdon  of  GuianayPerHyNtteuoreyno ,  the 
kingdom  of  Popajan ,  and  Roidtu ,  with  the  prouince  of 
Venfuello,  to  the  bay  of  Vraba  behind  Cartagena  ,  weft- 
ward :  and  to  Amaz.ones  fouthward .  While  we  lay  at 
ancor  on  the  coaft  of  Canuri ,  and  had  taken  knowledge 
of  all  the  nations  vpon  the  head  and  braunchesof  this 
riuer,  and  had  foundeout  fo  many  feuerall  people, 
which  were  enemies  to  the  Epuremei ,  and  the  newc 
Conquerers.-i  thought  it  time  loft  to  linger  any  longer 
in  that  place,  efpecially  for  that  the  fury  of  Orenoque 
beganne  dailie  to  threaten  vs  with  daungersinour 
returne,  fornohalfedaypafled,  but  the  riuer  began 
to  rage  and  ouerflowe  very  fearefully ,  and  the  raines 
camedowneinterriblefhowers,  and  gufts  in  greate 
abundance :  and  withall,  our  men  beganne  to  cry  out 
for  want  of  fhift,  for  no  man  had  place  to  beftowc 
any  other  apparrell  then  that  which  he  ware  on  his 
backc,and  that  was  throughly  wafht  on  his  body  for 
the  moft  part  ten  times  in  one  day :  and  we  had  nowe 
becne  well  neare  a  moneth ,  cuery  day  pafling  to  the 
weft  wardc ,  farther  Sc  farther  from  our  fhippes.  Wee 
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therefore  turned  towards,  the  eaft,  and  (pent  the  reft  of 
t  ie  time  in  difeouering  the  riuer  towardes  the  lea, 
which  we  had  not  yet  viewed,  and  which  was  moll 
material! .  The  next  day  following  we  left  the  mouth 
of  Carols  t  andarriuedagaincattheport  of  More  quit* 
where  we  were  before  ( for  palling  downe  the  ftreamc 
we  went  without  labour ,  and  againft  the  winde ,  little 
Idle  then  100, miles  adayj)AflToon  as  I  came  to  ancorl 
lent  away  one  for  old  Topiawari,with  who  I  much  defi- 
redto  haue  farther  conference, &  alfo  to  deal  with  him 
forfome  one  of  his  countrey,  to  bring  with  vs  into 
England,  as  well  to  learne  the  language,  as  to  conferre 
withall  by  the  way,  ( the  time  being  now  Ipent  of  anie 

longer  ftay  there)  within  three  howers  after  mymcf- 

fenger  came  to  him ,  he  arriued  alfo ,  and  with  him 
fuch  a  rabble  of  all  fortes  of  people ,  and  euety  one  lo- 
den  with  fomewhat ,  as  if  it  hadbeenea  great  market 
or  fairein  England :  and  ourhungric  companies  clu- 
ftcrcd  thicke  and  threefold  among  their  baskets, euerv 
one  laying  hand  on  what  he  liked.  After  he  had  refted 
a  while  in  my  tent,  I  fhut  out  all  but  ourfclues,  and  my 
interpreter,  and  told  him  that  I  knew  that  both  the 
Epttremet  and  the  Spaniards  were  enemies  to  him,  his 
countrey, and  nations:  that. the  one  had  conquered 
Guiana  alreadie,  &that  the  other  fought  to  regaine  the 
famefromthem  both:  And  therefore  I  delired  him 
toinftrtnft  me  what  hce  cou!de,both  of  the  paifage 
into  the  golden  partes  of  Guiana  3  and  to  the  ciuill 
towncs  and  apparrelled  people  of  Inga  .  Heegaue 
me  an  aunfwere  to  thiseffeft :  firft  that  hee  did  not 
pcrcciuctbatl  meant  to  goe  onwarde  towardes  the 
Citicof  CManoa ,  for  ncyther  the  time  of  the  yearc 
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ferued,  neyther  could  he  perceiue  any  diffident  num¬ 
bers  for  fuch  an  enterprize :  and  if  I  did  I  was  fure  with 
all  my  company  to  be  buried  there  dor  that  the  Empc- 
rour  was  of  that  ftrength,  as  thatmany  times  fo  many 
men  more  were  too  few  ••  befidcs  he  gaue  me  this  good 
counfell  and  aduifed  me  to  hold  it  in  minde  (  as  for 
himfeJfe  he  knewe,  he  coulde  not  iiue  til  my  returned 
that  I  fhoulde  not  offer  by  any  meancs  hecrcafter  to 
inuade  the  ftrong  partes  of  without  the  helpc 

of  all  thofe nations  which  were  a’ifo  their  enemies:  for 
that  it  was  impoflible  without  thofe, eyther  to  be  con¬ 
duced, to  be  victualled, or  to  haue  ought  carried  with 
vs, our  people  not  being  able  to  indure  the  march  in  io 
great  heate,  and  trauell ,  vnleffe  the  borderers  gauc 
them  helpe  ,  to  carry  with  them  both  their  mcate  and 
furniture For  he  remembred  that  in  the  plaines  of 
<JM.ACHregua.rcii  3 oo.  Spaniards  were  ouerthrowen , 
who  were  tired  out ,  and  had  none  of  the  borderers 
to  their  friendes, but  meeting  their  cnimies  as  they  pa £• 
fed  the  frontier,  were  inuironed  of  allfides,and  the 
people  fetting  the  long  dry  grade  on  fire,  fmothered 
them  fo  as  they  had  no  breath  to  fight ,  nor  coulde  dif- 
cerne  their  enemies  for  the  great  finoke.  He  told  me 
farther  that  fowerdaies  tourney  from  his  towne  was 
CMacurcguarai ,  and  that  thofe  were  the  next,  andnea* 
reft  of  the  fubiedes  of  Inga  ,  and  of  the  Epuremei , 
and  the  firft  towne  of  apparrellcd  and  rich  people, 
and  that  all  thofe  plates  of  Golde  which  were 
fcattered  among  the  borderers  and  carried  to  o- 
cher  nations  farre  and  neare,  came  from  the  faide 
a  cure  guar  at  and  were  there  made  ,  but  that  thofe 
of  the  lands  within,  were  farre  finer  .,  and  were 
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faihioned  after  the  Image  of  men  ,beaftes,birdcs,and 
fifties.  I  asked  him  whether  he  thought  that  thofe 
companies  that  I  had  there  with  me, were  fufficient  to 
take  that  towne  or  no, he  told  me  that  he  thought 
they  were .  I  then  asked  him  whether  he  woulde  ai- 
fiftmewith  guides, and  fome  companies  of  his  people 
to  ioyne  with  vs, he  anfwercd  that  he  would  go  himielf 
with  all  the  borderers,  if  the  riuers  did  remaine  forda. 
ble,  vpon  this  condition  that  Iwouldeleaue  with  him 
till  my  returne  againefiftie  fouldiers,  which  hee  vn* 
dertooke  to  vidua!  •*  Ianfwcrd  that  I  had  notabouc 
fiftie  good  men  in  all  there  ,  the  reft  were  labourers 
and  rowers ,  and  that  I  had  no  prouiilon  to  leaue  with 
them  of  powder,  fhot,apparrell,  or  ought  elfe,  and 
that  without  thoie  thinges  neceflarie  for  their  de¬ 
fence  ,  they  fhoulde  be  in  daunger  of  the  Spaniardes 
in  myabfence,who  Iknewwouldevfethc  famemea- 

fure  towardes  mine ,  that  I  offered  them  at  Trine  dado: 
And  although  vpon  the  motion  Captainc ~€alfeide, 
Captaine  GreenuiU,  mynephewe  Iohn  Gilbert  and  di¬ 
ners  others  were  defirours  to  ftaie ,  yet  I  was  re- 
iolucd  that  they  muft  needs  haue  perifhed,for  Berreo 
expeded  daiJy a fiipply  out  of  Spaync,  and  looked 
alio  howerly  for  his  fonne  to  come  downe  from  Nut- 

uoreyno de Granada ,  with  many  horfe  and  foote,  and 
had  alio  in  Talentia  in  the  Caracas^  2oo.  horie  readie 
to  march, and  Icouldenot  hauc  ipared  abouc  fortie, 
and  had  not  anic  ft  ore  at  all  of  powder,  leade,  or 
match  to  haue  left  with  them,  noranie  other  proui- 
fion,  eytheripadc,pickeaxe,  or  ought  elfe  to  haue 
fortified  w'ithall  ,  When  I  had  giuen  him  reafon 
that  I  could  not  at  this  time  leaue  him  fuch  a  copany. 
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he  then  defired  me  to  forbeare  him ,  and  his  countrey 
for  that  time , for  hee  aflu  red  tr.cthat  Ifhculde  bee 
nofooner  three  daies  from  the  coaft,but  thofe  Epu- 
remet  woulde  inuadc  him,  and  deftroye  all  the  re- 
mayne  of  his  people  and  friendes,  if  hee  fhoulde  any 
way  eyther  guide  vs ,  or  affift  vs  againft  them ,  Hee 
further  alleadged  that  the  Spaniards  fought  his  death, 
and  as  they  had  alreadie  murdered  his  Nephew  Mo- 
Lordc  of  thatprouince,  fo  they  had  him  17. 
daies  inachaine  before  hee  was  king  of  the  Coun- 
trey,and]eddehimlikea  doggefrom  place  to  place, 
vntill  hee  had  paide  1 00.  plates  of  Golde ,  and  diuers 
chaines  of  fplecne  ftones  for  his  raunfome ,  and  nowe 
fince  hee  became  owner  of  that  prouince  that  they 
Jiad  manic  times  laide  waite  to  take  him, and  that  they 
woulde  be  nowe  more  vehement  when  they  fhoulde 
vnderftand  of  his  conference  with  the  Englifh  ,  and 
becaufefaid  hee,they  woulde  the  better  difplant  me,  if 
they  cannot  lay  handcs  on  mce,  theyhauc  gotten  a 
Nephew  of  mine  calle  d  Eparacano  whome  they  haue 
chriftened  Don  Iuan,zv\&  his  fonne  Don  Pedro,  whome 
they  haue  alfo  apparrellcd  and  armed  ,  by  whome 
they  fteke  to  make  a  partie  againft  mec,in  mine  owne 
countrcy:  hee  alfo  hath  taken  to  wife  one  L outana, 
of  a  ftrongfamilie,  which  are  my  borderers  and  neigh¬ 
bours:  and  my  felfe  beeing  nowe  oldc  and  in  the 
handes  of  death, am  notable  totrauellnor  tofhift,as 
when  I  was  of  younger  years :  hee  therefore  prayed  vs 
to  defeireit  till  the  next  yeare, when  hee  would  vndcr- 
take  todraweinall  the  borderers  to  feme  vs, and  then 
alfo  it  woulde  be  mere  fcafonable  to  trauei  ,  for  at 
this  time  of  they  care,  wcfhould  not  be  able  topaffe 
I.-..  L  3  any 
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any  riticr3  the  waters  were  and  would  be  fo  growen  ere 
ourreturne.  Hee  farther  told  me  that  I  could  not  dc- 
(ire  fo  much  to  inuade  Macureguar'tfii  the  reft  of  Guiana, 
but  that  the  borderers  would  be  more  vehemet  then 
I/or  heycelded  for  a  chiefe  caufe  that  in  the  wars  with 
the  Epuremeiy  they  were  fpoyled  of  their  women,  and 
that  their  wiues  and  daughters  were  taken  from  them, 
fo  as  for  their  owne  partes  they  defired  nothing  of  the 
gold  or  treafure,  for  their  labors,  but  onely  to  recouet 
women  from  the  Epuremei :  for  he  farther  complay- 
nedvery  fadly  (as  if  it  had  beene  a  matter  of  greate 
confequence)  that  whereas  they  were  wont  to  hauc 
ten  or  twelue  wiues,  they  were  now  inforced  to  con¬ 
tent  themfclues  with  three  or  fower,  &  that  the  Lords 
ofthe  Epuremeih  ad  5o.or  ioo.  And  in  truth  they  warre 
more  for  women, the  eyther  for  gold  or  dominion. For 
the  Lords  of  countries  defire  many  children  of  their 
owne  bodies, to  encreafe their  races  and  kindreds,  for 
in thofeconfift their  greatefttruftand  ftrengtn .  Di- 
uers  of  his  followers  afterwardes  defired  me  to  make 
haft  againe,thatthey  miglnfackethe£/wY»?«,  and  I 
asked  them  of  what?  they  anfwered,  of  their  women 
for  vs,  and  their  Golde  for  yoir.for  the  hope  of  many 
ofthofe  women  they  more  defire  the  warre ,  then  ey¬ 
ther  for  Golde,  or  for  the  recouery  of  their  ancient  ter- 
ritoties.  For  what  betweene  the  fubiedtes  of  Ing/ty and 
the  Spaniards, thofe  frontiers  are  growen  thinne  of 
people ,  and  alfo  great  numbers  are  fled  to  other  nati¬ 
ons  farther  off  for  feare  of  the  Spanyardes  .  After 
I  receiued  this  aunfwcarc  of  the  olde  man  ,  wee 
fell  into  confidcration  ,  whether  it  had  beene  of 
better  aduice  to  hauc  entered  t Macuregmrai  y 

and 


O  F  G  V  I  ANA.  7j9 

and  to  haue  begunnc  a  warre  vpon  Inga  at  this  time, yea 
or  no,  ifthetimeoftheyere,  anda'llthinges  die  had 
forted.  For  mine  own  part  (  as  we  were  not  able  to 
march  it  for  the  riuers ,  neither  had  any  fuch  ftrength 
as  was  requifite,  and  durft  not  abide  the  coming  of 
the  winter,  or  to  tarrieany  longer  from  our  fhips^J 
I  thought  it  verie  eu  ill  counfell  to  haue  attempted 
it  at  that  time  ,  although  the  defire  ofgolde  will  aun- 
fweremany  objections :  But  it  woulde  haue  been  in 
mine  opinion  an  vtterouerthrowe  to  the  enterprise, 
if  the  fame  fhould  be  hereafter  by  her  Maieftie  attemp- 
teddor  then  (whereas  now  they  haue  heard  we  were  e- 
nemies  to  the  Spaniards  and  were  lent  by  her  Maieftie 
to  relieue  them)  they  would  as  good  cheape  haue  ioy- 
ned  with  the  Spany ards  at  our  returne,  as  to  haue  yeel- 
ded  vnto  vs ,  when  they  had  proued  that  we  came  both 
lor  one  errant ,  and  that  both  fought  but  to  lacke  and 
fpoyle  them ,  but  as  yet  our  defier  of gold ,  or  our  pur- 
pole  of  inuafi5  is  not  known  vnto  thofe  of  the  Empire: 
&  it  is  likely  that  ifber  maieftie  vndertake  the  emer- 
prize,they  will  rather  fubmit  themfeluesto  her  obedi¬ 
ence  then  tothe  Spanyards,ofwhofe  cruelty  both  the- 
felues  Si  the  borderers  haue  alreadietafted.&thcrforc 
til  I  had  known  her  maieftiespleafurc,  I  woulde  rather 
haue  loft  the  facke  of  one  or  two  townes  (  although 
they  might  haue  been  very  profitable  )  then  to  haue 
defaced  or  endaungered  the  future  hope  of  fo  ma¬ 
ny  millions ,  and  the  great  good,  and  rich  trade  which 
England  maie  bee  poftefied  off  thereby .  I  am  afi- 
lured  nowe  that  they  will  all  die  euen  to  the  laft 
man  againft  the  Spanyardes ,  in  hope  of  our  fuq, 
courc  and  rcturnc  ;  whereas  otherwjfe  if  ,  had 
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cither  laid  handes  on  theborderers,  or  ranlommed  the 
Lordcs  as  Berreod id,  or  inuaded  the  fubie&s  of  Inga, 
I  knowe  all  had  been  loft  for  hereafter .  After  that 
I  had  refolued  7'opiawan  Lorde  of  Aromaia  that  I  could 
not  at  this  time  leaue  with  him  the  companies  he  dell- 
red  ,  and  that  I  was  contented  to  forbeare  the  enter- 
prize  againft  the  Epuremti  till  the  next  yearc  ,  he  free¬ 
ly  gaue  mehisonclielonnetotakewith  me  into  Eng¬ 
land,  and  hoped,  that  though  he  himfelfe  had  but  a 
fTiort  tyme  to  liue ,  yet  that  by  our  mcanes  his  fonne 
fhoulde  be  eftablifhed  after  his  death  :  and  1  left  with 
him  one  Framtis  Sparrow ,a  feruant  of  captaine  Gifford , 
(  wh  o  was  defirous  to  tarry,  andcoulde  deferibe  a  cun- 
trey  with  his  pen  )  and  a  boy  of  mine  called  Hugh  Good - 
n>i»3to  learne  the  language  .  I  after  afked  the  manner 
howe  the  Epnremii  wrought  thole  plates  of  golde,  and 
h  owe  they  coulde  melt  it  out  of  the  (tone ;  he  tolde  me 
that  the  molt  ofthegoldwhich  they  made  in  plates 
and  images  was  not  leuered  from  the  (tone,  but  that 
on  the  lake  of  Mano*i  and  in  a  multitude  of  other  riuers 
they  gathered  it  in  graines  ofperfed  golde  and  in  pec- 
ces  as  bigg  as  fmall  ttones,and  that  they  put  to  it  a  part 
of  copper,  otherwife  they  coulde  not  workcic,and  that 
they  vied  a  great  earthen  potte  with  holes  round  about 
it , and  when  they  had  mingled  the  gold  and  copper  to¬ 
gether,  they  faftned  canes  to  the  holes,  and  fo  with  the 
breath  of  men  they  incrcafed  the  fire  till  the  mettell 
ran, and  then  they  call  it  into  moulds  offtonc  and  clay, 
and  fo  make  thole  plates  and  Images  .  I  hauc  fent 
your  Honours ,  of  two  forts  fuch  as  I  coulde  by  chance 
{ -  joucr.morc  to  fhew  the  manner  of them, then  for  the 

value:  jrlnr  I  did  notin  any  fort  make  my  defire  of  golde 
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know  en  ,  bscaufe  1  had  ncythcr  time  ,  not  power  to 
haue  a  greater  quantitic .  I  gauc  among  them  ma- 
nye  more  peeccs  of  Goldc  then  I  receaued  of 
the  new  money  of  20.  (hillings  with  her  Maiefties 
piauretowcare,  with  promi(e  that  they  would  be¬ 
come  her  feruants  thenceforth. 

I  haue  alfo  fent  your  Honors  of  the  oare,  whereof 
Iknowefomeisasrichasthe  earth  yeeldeth  anie,  of 
which  I  know  there  is  fuflicient3if  nothing  elfe  were 
to  be  hoped  for.  But  befides  that  we  were  not  able 
to  tarry  and  fearch  the  hils,  fo  we  had  neither  pioners , 
bars  ,(lcdges,nor  wed  ges  of  Iron  5to  breake  the  ground’ 
without  which  there  is  no  working  in  mynes;  but  we 
fawe  all  the  hils  with  (tones  of  the  cullor  of  Gold  and 
filuer,  and  wee  tried  them  to  be  no  c. Marquette,  and 
therefore  fuch  as  the  Spaniards  call  ElMadre  del  oro , 
which  is  an  vndoubted  aflurance  of  the  generall  a- 
bundancejand  my  felfefawtheoutfideofmany  mines 
of  the  white  fparre,  which  I  know  to  be  the  fame  that 
all  couetinthis  worlde  >  and  ofthofe,  more  then  I  will 
(peake  of. 

Hauing  learned  what  I  could  in  Cxmri and  Aromaia , 
andreceiueda  faithful  promife  of  the  principallcft  of 
thofc  prouinces  to  become  feruauntes  to  her  Maie. 
(tie ,  and  to  refiftthe  Spanyardes ,  if  they  made  any 
attempt  in  our  abfence  ,  and  that  they  woulde  drawe 
in  the  nations  about  the  lake  of  Cajjipa  ,  and  thofe 
Iwarawxqueri  ,  I  then  parted  from  olde  Tepimvart  , 
and  receiued  his  fonne  for  a  pledge  be tweene  vs  , 
and  left  with  him  two  of ours  as  afore! aid :  T o Francis 
Spxrrowe  T  gaue  inftru&ions  totrauell  to  Mxcuregm. 
rai ,  with  fuch  marchaundizes  as  I  left  with  him, 
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thereby  to  learne  the  place,  and  if  it  were  poflibleto 
go  on, to  the  great  City  of  CHanoa: which  being  done, 
we  weyed  ancor  ,and  coafted  the  riuer  on  Guiana  fide, 
becaufewecarnevponthenorth  fide  ,  by  the  launes 
of  the  S  aim  a  and  IVikjri. 

There  came  with  vs  from  Aromaia,  a  Cajjique  called 
Putijma,  that  commaunded  the  prouince  of  warafana, 
(  which  Putyma  flewe  the  nyne  Spaniardcs  vppon 
Caroli  before  (poken  of,)  whodefired  vs  to  reft  at  the 
porte  of  his  Countrey ,  promifing  to  bring  vs  to  a 
mountaine  adioyning  to  his  towne  that  had  ftones 
of  the  cullor  of  Golde ,  which  hee  performed  :  And 
after  wee  had  reftcd  there  one  night,  I  went  my  felfe 
in  the  morning  with  mo  ft  of  the  Gentlemen  of  my 
campany,  ouer  landetowardes  the  faide  mountaine , 
marching  by  ariuers  fide  called  c Mam  ,  leauing  on 
the  right  hande  a  towne  called  Tuteritona,  (landing  in 
the  prouince  of  Tarracoa  ,  of  which  tvariaaremagoto 
is  principally  Beyond  it  lyeih  another  towne  tq- 
wardes  the  fouth,in  the  valley  of  Amanocapana^  which 
beareth  the  name  of  the  faide  valley ,  whofe  plaines 
ftretch  themfelues  forne  60.  miles  in  lengtb,eaft  and 
weft ,  as  fayre  groundc ,  and  as  beawtifuli  fieldes  ,  as 
any  man  hath  euerfeene, with  diuerscopfes  fcattered 
hccre  and  there  by  the  riuers  fide ,  and  all  as  full  of 
deare ,  as  any  forreft  or  parke  in  England ,  and  in  eue- 
ry  lake  and  riuer  the  like  abundance  of  fi(h  and  fowle, 

of  which  Irraparragota  is  Lord. 

From  the  riuer  of<J^te*,we  croft  another  riuer  in 
the  faid  beawtifuli  valley  called  Otma ,  and  refted  our 
felues  by  a  cleare  lake ,  which  lay  in  the  middle  of  the 
faid  Oia»a3  and  one  of  our  guides  kindling  vs  fire  with 

two 
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two  ftickes.wc  flared  a  while  to  dry  our  Hurts ,  which 
with  the  heat  hong  very  weete  &  hcauy  on  our  (boul¬ 
ders  .  Afterwards  we  fought  the  ford  to  pafle  ouer  co¬ 
wards  the  mountain  called  lc*mri3 where  Putijma  fore¬ 
told  vs  of  the  mine.In  this  lake  we  faw  one  of  the  great 
fillies,  as  big  as  a  wine  pipe,  which  they  call  Mmati. 
and  is  mod  excellent  and  holfome  meate.  But  after  I 
perceiued,that  to  paffe  the  faide  riuer  woulde  require 
halfe  a  dales,  march  more,  I  was  not  able  my  felfe  to  in- 
dure  it,  and  therefore  I  fentCaptaine  Key  mis  with  fix 
fhotte  to  goe  on ,  and  gaue  him  order  not  to  returne 
to  the  port  of  Putijma  ,  which  is  called  ChipArepare^ but 
totakeleafure,  and  to  march  downe  the  faid  valley, 
as  farre  as  a  riuer  called  Cttmaca3  where  I  promifed 
-to  meete  him  againe  ,  (  Putipma  himfelfe  promifing 
alfo  to  be  his  guide,!  and  as  they  marched ,  they  left 
the  townes  of  Emparepana ,  and  Capssrepana  }on  the  right 
hande  ,  and  marched  from  Ptttijmas  houfe, downe  the 
faide  valley  of  wee  returning  the 

fame  daie  to  the  riuers  fide  ,  fawe  by  the  way  ma¬ 
ny  rockes ,  like  vnto  Golde  oare,  and  on  the  left  hand, 
a  rounde  mountaine  which  confifted  of  mineral! 
(lone. 

From  hence  we  rowed  downe  the  ftreame,coafting 
the  prouinceof  Partner  As  for  the  braunchcs  of  riuers 
which  I  ouerpaffe  in  this  difeourfe,  thofe  fhalbe  better 
expreffed  in  the  defeription ,  with  the  mountaines  of 
Aio,  Arafa.  the  rcftjwhich  are  firuate  in  the  prouinces 
of  Purina  and  CxrricumtiA .  Whenwec  were  come  as 
farre  downe  as  the  lande  called  Arriacoa ,  (whcreOrf- 
noque  deuideth  it  felfe  into  three  great  braunches, 
each  of  them  beciogmoft  goodly  riuers,)!  lent  away 
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Captaine  Henry  Thjn  ,  and  Captaine  Greeneuile  with 
the  Galley,  the  neareft  way,  and  tookc  with  me  Cap-* 
tailie  Gifford ,  Captaine  Calf  aid ,  Edward  Porter  ,  and 
Captaine  £y»w  with  mine  owne  barge ,  and  the  two 
wherries,  and  went  downethat  braunch  of  Orenoque , 
which  is  called  Cararoopana ,  which  leadeth  towards  £- 
?««74theprouinceof  Carapana,  and  towards  the  eaft 
fea  ,  as  well  to  finde  out  Captaine  Key  mis ,  whome  I 
had  fent  ouer  land  ,  as  alio  to  acquaint  myfelfe  with 
Carapana^  who  is  one  of  the  greateft  of  all  the  Lordes 
of  the  Orenoquepom :  and  when  we  came  to  the  riuer  of 
Cumae  a  (to  which  Putyma  promifed  to  conduit  Cap¬ 
taine  Kejmis  )  I  left  Captaine  Eynos  and  Mailer  Por¬ 
ter  in  the  faid  riuer  to  expedfc  his  comming,  and  the 
reft  of  vs  rowed  downe  the  ftreame  towardes  Eme- 
rta+ 

In  this  braunch  called  Cararoopana  were  alio  ma¬ 
ny  goodly  Ilandes,  fome  of  fixe  miles  long,  fome  of 
tenne ,  and  fome  of  Twentie ,  when  it  grewe  towards 
funne  fett ,  we  entred  a  braunch  of  a  riuer  that  fel  into 
Orenoque  called  winicapora  5  where  I  was  cnformcd 
of  the  mountaine  of  Chriftall  ,  to  which  in  trueth 
for  the  length  of  the  way,  and  the  euill  feafon  of  the 
yeare,I  was  not  able  to  march,  nor  abide  any  longer 
vpon  the  iourney :  weefaw  it  a  farreoffandit  appea¬ 
red  like  a  white  Church  to  wre  of  an  exceeding  height: 
There  falleth  ouer  it  amighticriuer  which  toueneth 
no  parte  of  the  fide  of  the  mountaine,  but  rulhech 
ouer  the  toppe  of  it ,  and  falleth  to  the  grounde  with 
a  terrible  noyle  and  clamor ,  as  if  1000.  greate  belles 
were  knock  one  againft  another .  I  thinke  there 
is  not  in  the  worlde  16  ftraunge  an  ouerfall ,  nor  16 
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wonderfull  to  beholde  :  Berreo  tolde  mec  that  it 
hath  Diamondes  and  other  precious  Hones  on  it., 
and  that  they  fhined  very  farre  off.-  but  what  it  hath 
I  knowe  not  ,neytherdurft  he  or  anyofhis  men  aft 
cende  to  the  toppe  of  the  faide  mountains  ,  thofe 
people  adioyning  beeing  his  enemies  fas  they  were) 
and  the  way  to  it  lo  impafiible. 

Vpon  thisrincrof  jvmecafora.  wee  relted  a  while, 
and  from  thence  marched  into  the  Coumrey  to  a 
tovvne  called  after  the  name  oftheriucr,  whereof 
the' chiefe  was  one  Timitwara ,  who  alfo  offered  to  con¬ 
duct  mee  to  the  toppe  of  the  faide  mountaine  called 
fvacarima :  But  when  wee  came  in  firft  to  the  houfe 
of  the  faide  Timitwara,  beeing  vppon  one  of  their 
feaftdaies ,  vvee  founde  them  all  as  drunke  as  beg* 
gers,andthe  pottes  walking  from  one  to  another 
without  reft ;  vveethat  were  weary ,  and  hotte  with 
marching, were  glad  of  thcplenty,  though  a  fmall 
quantitie  fatisfied  vs,  their  drinke  beeing  very  ftrong 
and  heady ,  and  fo  refted  our  felues  a  while  5  after  we 
hadfedde,  vvee  drevve  our  felues  backe  to  our  boats, 
vppon  the  riuer,  and  there  came  to  vs  all  the  Lordes 
of  the  Countrey,  with  all  fuch  kinde  of  vidtuall  as 
the  place  yeelded,  and  with  their  delicate  wine  of 
Pin  a  9  ,and  with  aboundance  of  hens,and  other  proui* 
lions ,  and  of  thofe  ftones  which  vvee  call  Spleene- 
ftones .  Wee  vnderftoode  by  thefe  chiefctaines  of 
j-VMtcapora ,  that  their  Lorde  Cara?am  vvas  departed 
from  Emma  which  was  nowe  in  fight ,  and  that  hee 
vvas  flcdde  to  Cairamo ,  adioyning  to  the  mountaines 
of  Gui am  ,  ouer  the  valicy  called  i/tmariocapana ,  bee. 
ing  perfwaded  by  thofe  tenne  Spanyardes  which 
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lay  at  his  houfe,  that  we  wouldc  deftroy  him,  and  his 
countrey. 

But  after  thefc  Caffiqm  of  Wtnicapora  and  Sapor ato - 

his  followers  perceiued  our  purpofe  ,  and  fawe 
that  we  came  as  enemies  to  the  Spanyardes  onely, 
and  had  not  fo  much  as  harmed  any  of  thole  nati¬ 
ons  ,  no  though  wee  founde  them  to  bee  of  the 
Spanyardes  owne  feruantes ,  they  affured  vs  that 
Carapana  woulde  bee  as  readic  to  feruc  vs  ,  as  any 
of  the  Lordes  of  the  prouinces,  which  wee  had  paf- 
fed  5  and  that  hec  durft  doe  no  other  tiil  this  daie 
but  encertaine  the  Spanyardes ,  his  countrey  lying 
fo  dire&y  in  their  waie  ,  and  next  of  all  other  to 
any  enterance  that  fhould  bee  made  in  Gut  an  a  oil 
that  fide. 

And  they  farther  allured  vs ,  that  it  was  not  for 
feareof  our  com  ming  that  hee  was  remoued,but  to 
beeacquitedof  thofe  Spanyardes  or  any  other  that 
fhoulde  come  heereafter .  For  the  prouince  ot  Cat - 
roma  is  fituate  at  the  mountaine  foote,  which  deuidcth 
the  plaines  of  Gtitam,  from  the  countries  of  the  O- 
renoejHeponi :  by  meanes  whereof  if  any  fhoulde  come 
in  our  ablence  into  his  townes  ,  hee  wouldc 
flippe  ouer  the  mountaines  into  the  plaines  of 
Guiana  amonge  the  Epuremei  y  where  the  Spa¬ 
nyardes  durftc  not  foliowe  him  without  greate 
force. 

But  in  mine  opinion  ,  or  rather  I  allure  my 
fe lfe,that  (arapana  (bee ing  a  notable  wile  and  fubtile 
fcllowe}a  man  of  one  hundred  yearesof  age  ,  and 
therefore  of  greate  cxperience)is  remooued  ,  ta 
iookc  on,  and  if  hee  findetbat  wee  returne  ftrong, 

hee 
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hee  will  bee  ours,  if  not,  hec  will  excufe  his  departure 
to  the  Spanyards3and  fay  it  was  forfeare  of  our  co  tu¬ 
rning. 

We  therefore  thought  itbooteles  torowe  fo  farre 
downetheftrcame,ortofeeke  any  farther  for  thisolde 
fox:  and  therefore  frome  the  riucr  o{waricapa»a(which 
jieth  at  the  entrance  o£Emeria,)we  turned  again,  and 
lefttotheEaftwardthofe4  riuers  whichfall  irons  out 
the  mountaines  of  Emeria  into  Orenoquc ,  which  are 
rcaracapari ,  Coirama  ,  Akinin  ,  and  Jparoma  :  belowe 
thofe4.arealfothcfebrawnches  and  mouths  of  Orcno- 
que )  which  fall  into  the  Eft  fea  ,  whereof  the  firft  is 
ArAturi ,  the  next  Aniacura} the  third  Uarima ,  the  fourth 
Wama  ,  the  fift  Motooca  ,  the  fixt  Paroma  ,  the 
laft  wijtni :  beyond  them, there  fall  out  of  the  land  be- 
tvveene  Orenoquc  and  Ar»az,ones  14*  riuers  which  I 
forbearc  to  name  ,  inhabited  by  the  Atwacm  and  Ca~ 

~  t  *  f  •  » 

nib  alls.  -  ** 

It  is  nowe  time  to  returne  towardes  the  North, and 
wefoundeitawearifomeway  backe,  from  the  borders 
of Emria,  torecouer  vp  againe  to  the  head  of  theri- 
uer  Carewpana ,  by  which  we  defeended  ,  and  where 
we  parted  from  the  galley, which  I  directed  to  take  the 
next  way  tothe Porte  of  Toparimaca  ,  by  which  we  cn- 
tred  firft . 

All  the  night  it  was  ftormie  and  darke  ,  and  full 
of  thunder  and  great  fhowers  ,  foas  we  were  driueu 
to  keepe  clofc  by  the  bankes  in  our  fmall  boats ,  be¬ 
ing  all  hcartcly  afraid  both  of  the  billovve  ,  and  ter-, 
rible  Current  ofthe  riucr.  By  the  next  morning  wee 
recouered  the  mouth  of  the  riuer  of  Cumaca ,  where 
wee  left  Captaine  Ejntts  and  Edward  Porter  to  attend 
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tbe  coming  of  Capatinc  ksymu  ouer  land  .*  but  when 
we  entredthe  fame,  they  had  heard  no  newes  of  his 
ariuall ,  which  bredde  in  vs  a  great  doubt  what  might 
be  become  of  him  r  I  rowed  vp  a  league  or  two  far¬ 
ther  into  the  riuer,  fhooting  offpceces  all  the  way, 
that  he  might  know  ofour  being  there  :  And  the  next 
morning  we  hearde  them  anfwere  vs  alfo  with  a  peece: 
we  tookethem  abord  vs ,  and  tooke  our  leaue  of  Pu- 
tjrma  their  guide ,  who  of  all  others  mo  ft  lamented  our 
departure,  and  offredto  fend  his  ibnne  with  vs  into 
England ,  if  we  could  haue  ft  aide  till  he  had  fent  backe 
to  his  towne :  but  our  hearts  were  cold  to  behold  the 
greatrage  and  incrcafc  of Orenoqne ,  and  therefore  de¬ 
parted  ,  and  turned  towarde  the  weft ,  till  we  had  re- 
couered  the  parting  of  the  3  braunchcs  aforefaide, 
that  we  might  put  downe  the  ftreame  after  theGal- 
ley . 

The  next  day  we  landed  on  the  Hand  of  Atfapan*y 
(which  deuidetb  the  riuer  from  that  braunch  by  which 
we  went  down  to  Emeria  )  and  there  feaftedour  felues 
with  that  beaft  which  is  called  Armadilla  prefented  vn- 
tovs  before  at  wtn'tcApora ,  and  the  day  following  we 
recoucred  the  galley  at  ancour  at  the  port  of  T yarima- 
ca  ,  and  the  fame  eucning  departed  with  verie  fowle 
weather  and  terrible  thunderjand  fhowers  ,  for  the 
winter  was  come  on  verie  farre  :  thebeft  vvasjvve 
went  nolelfe  then  100  miles  a  day,  down  the  riuer: 
but  by  the  way  we  entred,  it  was  impofllblie  to  return, 
for  that  the  riuer  of  Artt4nay  being  in  the  bottome  of 
the  bay  of  G turnip* ,  cannot  be  fayled  back  by  any 
meanes,  both  the  brize  and  currente  of  the  fea  were 
fo forcible  ,  and  therefore  we  followed  a  braunch  of 
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Orcnccftu called  C4purit  which  entred  into  the  fcaeafh 
ward  of  our  fhips  ,  to  the  end  we  might  bearc  with 
them  before  the  wind ,  and  it  was  not  without  ncede , 
for  we  had  by  that  way  as  much  to  croflc  of  the  maine 
fca ,  after  wee  came  to  the  riuers  mouth  as  betweene 
Grauelyn  &  £><?#«*, in  fuch  boats  as  your  Ho;haue  heard. 

To  fpeake  ofwhat  part  homeward  were  tedious  3cy- 
thcr  to  deferibe  or  name  any  of  the  riuers,  Hands',  or 
villages  of  the  HuttiMs  which  dwell  on  trees ,  we  will 
leauc  all  thofc  to  the  gcncrall  mappe.-  And  to  be  iTiort, 
when  we  werearriued  at  the  fea  fide  the  grew  ourgrea- 
teft  doubt,  and  the  bittcreft  of  all  our  tourney  forepaf- 
fed,  for  I  proteft  before  God ,  that  wee  were  in  a  mod 
defperate  eft  ate  ••  for  the  fame  night  which  we  ancorcd 
in  the  mouth  of  the  riucr  of  CapMri}  where  it  falleth  in¬ 
to  the  fca,  there  arofc  a  mighty  ftormc,  and  the  riuers 
mouth  was  at  leaft  a  league  broad,  fo  as  we  ran  before 
night  clofc  vndcr  the  land  with  our  fmall  boates ,  and 
brought  the  Galley  as  nccre  as  we  could ,  but  fhe  had 
as  much  a  doc  to  liue  ascouldc  bc,and  there  wanted 
little  of  her  finking,  and  all  thofc  in  her :  for  mine  owh 
part,  I  confefle,  l  was  very  doubtfull  which  way  to  take, 
eyther to goc oucr in  the  peftred  Galley,  there  bee- 
in  g  but  fixe  foote  water  oucr  the  fands,  for  two  leagues 
togethcr,and  that  alfo  inthcchanncII,8L  fhe  drew  fiuc: 
or  to  aduenture  in  fo  great  a  billow,  and  in  fo  doubtfull 
weather,  to  crofTc  the  leas  in  my  barge.  The  longer  we 
tarried  the  worfe  it  was,  and  therefore  I  took  Captainc 
Gijfordi  Captaine  Calfeild,  5c  my  cofcn  Grcenemle,  in¬ 
to  my  barge,  and  after  ic  cleared  vppe  ,  about  mid¬ 
night  wee  putourfelues  to  Gods  keeping,  andthruft 
out  intothefca,Icauin2;thc  Galley  at  ancor  ,  who 
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durft  not  aduenturebutby  day  light;  And  fo  beeing 
all  veiy  fober, and  melancholy ,  one  faintly  cheating 
another  to  fhew  courage.it  pleafed  God  that  the  next 
day  about  nyne  of  the  clocke.we  deferyed  the  Hand  of 
Tr/WWo,  and  Hearing  for  the  neareft  part  of  it,  wee 
kept  the  fhore  til  we  came  to  Cur  japan  3  where  we  found 
our  fhips  at  ancor,then  which^there  was  neuer  to  vs  a 
more  ioyfull  fight. 

Now  that  it  hath  pleafed  God  to  fend  vs  fafe  to  our 
fliips  j  it  is  time  to  leaue  Guiana  to  the  Sunne ,  whom 
they  worfhip ,  and  fteare  away  towardes  the  north :  I 
will  therefore  in  a  fewe  wordes  finifh  the  difeouery 
thereof.  Of  the  feuerall  nations  which  we  found  vpon 
this  difeouery  I  will  once  againe  make  repetition ,  and 
how  they  are  affeded .  At  our  firfl  entrance  into  A- 
which  is  one  of  the  outlets  of  Orenoque,  we  left 
on  the  right  hand  of  vs  in  the  bottome  of  the  bay,  ly¬ 
ing  diredtly  againft  Trmedado ,  a  nation  ofinhumaine 
Cam  bah ,  which  inhabite  the  riuers  of  Guanifa  and  1 Bgr- 
beefei  in  the  fame  bay  thereisalfo  athirdriuer  which 
is  called  Areo ,  which  rifeth  on  Paria  fide  towards  Cu- 
mana  jand  thatriuer  is  inhabited  with  the  mkiri,  whofe 
chicfetowne  vpon  the  faid  riucris-SVpw^In  this  bay 
there  are  no  more  riuers, but  thefe  three  before  rehear- 
fed ,  and  the  fotver  braunches  of  Amana ,  all  which  in 
the  winter  thrufl  fo  great  abundance  of  water  into 
thefea,  as  the  fame  is  taken  vp  frefh.two  or  three 
leaguesfrom  theland .  In  the paffages towardes  Gui- 
ana ,  (that  is, in  all  thofe  landes  which  the  eight  bran¬ 
ches  of  Orenequc  fafhione  into  llandcs , )  there  are 
but  one  fort  of  people  called  Tiuitiuas  ,  but  of  two 
caftes  as  they  tearme  them, the  one  called  cuvani^ 
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the  other  tvaraweeti ,  and  thofc  warre  one  with  the 
other. 

On  the  hithermoft  part  of  Orenoque ,  as  at  Toparma- 
ea,  and  Muicapora, thofc  are  of  a  nation  Called  Nepotos, 
and  are  of  the  followers  of  Carapana,  Lorde  of  Emeria. 
Betweene  wmicaper a  and  the  port  of  eMtreqwto 
which  ftandeth  in  Aromata ,  and  all  thofe  in  the  val¬ 
ley  of  zArmriocapana  are  Called  Orenoqueponi ,  and  did 
obey  cMoreqiitto ,  and  are  nowe  followers  of  Tepia- 
wari.  Vpon  the  riucr  of  Caroli  ,  are  the  Canuri , 
which  are  gouerned  by  a  woman  (  who  is  inhe¬ 
ritrix  of  that  prouince  )  who  came  farre  off  to  fee 
our  nation  ,  and  asked  mee  diuers  queftions  of  her 
Maiefty ,  becitig  much  delighted  with  the  difeourfe 
of  her  Maiefties  greatnes,  and  wondring  atfuch  re¬ 
ports  as  we  truely  made  of  her  highnes  many  vertues. 
And  vpon  the  head  of  Caroli ,  and  on  the  lake  of  (af- 
Jipa ,  arc  the  three  ftrong  nations  of  the  Cajftpagotos . 
Right  foutff  into  the  land  are  th e  Caput  epani,  and  Em- 
par  epani,  and  beyond  thofe  adioyning  to  tjWacuregua- 
r<*/,(the  fir  ft  Citie  of  Inga  Jare  the  Irvarawakjeri :  all 
thefe  are  profefled  enemies  to  the  Spanyardes,  and 
to  the  rich  Epuremei  alfo  .  To  the  weft  of  Carolt  arc 
diuers  nations  of  Cambals ,  and  of  thole  Evsaipanoma 
without  hcadcs  .  Dirc&Iy  weft  are  the  Amapaias 
and  Anebas ,  which  are  alio  marueilous  rich  in  gold. 
The  refttowardcs  Per*  wee  will  omit.  Onthe  north 
of  Orenoque  s  betweene  it  and  the  weft  Indies  are 
the  ivikiri ,  Say  mi ,  and  the  reft  before  fpoken  of, 
all  morcall  enemies  to  the  Spanyardes  .  On  the 
fouth  fide  of  the  mainc  mouth  of  Orenoque ,  are 
the  Arwacas  :  and  beyond  them  the  Cambals. 
>  N  i  and 
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and  to  the  fouth  ofthem  the  Amazon es. 

To  make  mention  of  the  feueral  hearts, birds,  fifties, 
fruites,  flowers, gummes,fwecte  woodes,and  of  their 
feuerall  religions  and  cuftomes,  would  for  the  firft  re¬ 
quire  as  many  volumes  as  thofe  of  Gefrerw.  and 
for  the  reft  another  bundle  of  Decades.  The  religion  of 
the  Epuremei  is  the  fame  which  the  Ingas, Emperors  of 
Pern  vfed ,  which  may  be  red  in  dec  a ,  and  other  Spa- 
nifh  ftoricsjhowe  they  bcleeue  the  immortalitie  of  the 
Soule,  worfhip  the  Sunne, and  bury  with  them  aliuc 
their  beftbeloued  wiuesandtreafure,  astheylikewife 
doe  in  Pegu'm  the  cart  Indies,  and  other  places  .The  O- 
renoquepowbiity not  their  wiues  withthem,but  their 
Jewels ,  hoping  to  inioy  them againe .  The  Amacas 
dry  the  bones  of  their  Lordes,  and  their  wiues  and 
friendesdrinke  them  in  powder.  Jn  the  graues  ofthe 
Persians,  the  Spanyards  founde  their  greateft  abun¬ 
dance  of  treafure :  The  like  alio  is  to  befound  among 
thefc  people  in  eucry  prouincc.  They  haul*  all  many 
wiues,  and  the  Lordes  fiuefolde  to  the  common  fort: 
their  wiues  neuer  eate  with  their  husbands, nor  amon~ 
themen, but ferue their husbandes  at  meales,andaf- 
terwardcs  feede  by  themfelues  .  Thofe  that  are  part 
their  yongeryeares,  make  all  their  breadeand  drinke, 
and  workc  their  cotten  beddcs,anddoe  all  cJfeoffcr- 
uice  and  labour,for  the  men  doe  nothing  but  hunte, 
fifh, play ,  and  drinke, when  they  are  out  of  the  wars. 

'  I  wil  enter  no  further  into  difeourfe  of  their  maners, 
Jawes and  cuftomes.- and bccaufe  Ihaue  not  myfclfe 
fccnc  the  cities  of  Isiga^l  canot  auow  on  my  credit  what 
I  hauc  hcard,a!though  it  be  very  likely, that  the  Empc- 
rour  Inga  hath  built  and  crcifcd  as  magnificent  palla- 
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ccs  in  Guiana,  as  his  aunceftors  did  in  Peru  ,which  were 
for  their  riches  and  rarenes  moft  marueilous  and  excc- 
ding  al  in  Europi r,and  1  thinkc  of the  world, China  excep- 
ted.vvhich  alio  the  Spanyards(which  I  had )  aflured  me 
to  be  of  trueth,  as  alfothe  nations  of  the  borderers  , 
who  being  but  Saluaiosp o  thofe  of  the  Inland  ,do  caufe 
muchtreafureto  be  buried  with  them,  for  I  wasen- 
formed  of  one  of  the  Cafficjuioi  the  valley  of  Amort- 
ficapaua  which  had  buried  with  him  a  little  before  our 
arriuall  ,achaireof  Golde  moft  curioufly  wrought, 
which  was  made  eyther  in  i^lacureguarai  adioyning, 
or  in  Cktanoa:  But  ifwce  fhoulde  hauegricucdthem 
in  their  religion  at  the  firft,  before  they  had  beenc 
taught  better ,  and  liaue  digged  vppe  their  graues, 
wee  had  loft  them  all:  and  therefore  I  helde  my  firft 
refolution ,  that  her  maiefty  fhould  eyther  accept  or 
refufetheenterprife,  ere  any  thing  fhoulde  be  done 
that  might  in  any  fort  hinder  the  fame.  And  if  Peru 
had  fo  many  hcapes  of  Golde,  whereof  thofe  Ingot 
were  Princes  ,and  that  they  delighted  fo  much  therein, 
no  doubt  but  this  which  nowc  liucth  and  raigneth 
in  cUanoa,  hath  the  fame  humour,and  I  am  afltued 
hath  more  abundance  of  Golde ,  within  his  territo- 
rie  ,then  all  Peru ,  and  the  weft  Indies. 

For  the  reft, which  my  felfe  hauc  feenc  I  will  promife 
thefe  things  that  follow  andknowetobe  true.  Thole 
that  are  defirous  to  difeouer  and  to  fee  many  nati. 
ons,  may  be  fatisfied  within  this  riuer  ,  which  brin- 
geth  forth  fo  many  armes  &  branches  Ieadingto  feue- 
rall  countries,&  prouinces.abouc  2ooo.miles  eaft  and 
weft,and  800.  miles  fouth  and  north :  and  ofthefc,the 
moft  eyther  rich  in  Gold ,  or  in  other  marchandizes. 
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The  common  foldicr  Thai  here  fight  for  gold, and  pay 
himfclfcin  fteede  of  pence,  with  plates  ofhalfc  a  foote 
brode,wheras  he  breaketh  his  bones  in  other  warres  for 
prouant  and  penury .  Thofe  commanders  and  Chief- 
taines,  that  ihooteat  honour ,and  abundance,  Thai  find 
there  more  rich  and  bewtifull  cities  ,  more  temples 
adorned  with  golden  Images ,  more  fcpulchers  filled 
with  trcafurc,then  either  Cortex  found  in  M*xico,oxPa k 
in  Peru :  and  the  fhining  glorie  ofthis  conqueft 
willcclipfe  all  thofe  fo  farre  extended  beames  of  the 
Spanifh  nation.  There  is  no  countrey  which  yeeldeth 
more  pleafiire  to  the  Inhabitants,cither  for  thefe  com¬ 
mon  delights  of  hunting,  hawking,  fifhing ,  fowling, 
and  the  reft, then  Guiana  doth.  It  hath  fo  many  plaines, 
cleare  riuers ,  abundance  of  Phcfants ,  Partridges  , 
Quailes,Rayles,  Cranes,  Herons, and  all  other  fowle* 
Dcare  of  all  fortes,Porkes, Hares,  Lyons, Tygers, Leo¬ 
pards,  and  diuers  other  fortes  of  beaftes  ,eyther  for 
chace, or foode.  It  hatha  kinde  of beaft called  £*ma%  . 
or  Ant  a ,  as  bigge  as  an  Englifh  beefe ,  and  in  greatc 
plenty. 

Tofpeakcofthe  feuerall  fortes  of  euery  kinde,  I 
feare  would  bctroublefome  to  the  Reader ,  and  there¬ 
fore  I  will  omitte  them,  and  conclude  that  both  for 
health ,  good  ayre,pleafure,and  riches ,  I  am  refolued 
it  cannot  bee  equalled  by  any  region  eythcr  in  the 
caft  or  weft.  Moreouer  the  countrey  is  fo  healthfull , 
as  ioo.perfons  and  more,  which  lay ( without  fhift 
moft  fluttifhly.and  were  euery  day  almoft  melted  with 
heat  in  rowing  &  marching ,  and  fuddenly  wet  againe 
with  great  fho  wers,  and  did  cate  of  all  forts  of  corrupt 
fruits,  &  made  mealcs  of  frelh  fills  without  feafoning. 
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of  7“ ortuguf^Lagartos^ &  ofallorts  good  and  bad  ^with¬ 
out  either  order  or  meafure ,  and  bcfides  lodged  in  the 
open  ayre  euery  night)  we  loft  not  any  one,nor  had  one 
llldifpofed  to  my  knowledge, nor  found  anie  Callentura, 
*or  other  of  thofe  peftilenc  difeafes  which  dwell  in  all 
hote  regions ,  and  lo  nere  the  Equinodiall line. 

Where  there  is  ftoreofgold,  it  is  in  effect  nedelcs  to 
remember  other  commodities  for  trade:  but  it  hath  to¬ 
wards  the  fouth  part  of  the  riuer,  great  quantities  of 
Brafill  woode,  &  ofdiuers  berries,  that  die  a  moft  per¬ 
fect  crimfon  and  Carnation- And  for  painting, Afrance, 
7/<t/r,ortheeaftIndiesyeildnoneluch:  For  the  more 
thefkyn  is  wafhed,  the  fayrer  the  cullour  appeareth, 
and  with  which,  euen  thole  brown  andtawnicwome 
fpotthemfelues ,  and  cullour  their  cheekes.  All  places 
ycilde  abundance  of  Cotten ,  of  fylke ,  of  Balfamnm, 
and  of  thofe  kindes  moft  excellent ,  and  neuer known 
in  Europe :  of  all  fortes  of  gummes ,  of  Mian  pep¬ 
per:  and  whatelfe  the  countries  may  afforde  within 
the  land  weeknowe  not,  neither  had  we  time  to  a- 
bide  the  trial),  and  feStch  .  The  foile  befides  is  fo 
excellent  and  lo  full  of  riuers  ,  as  it  will  carrie  fu- 
ger ,  ginger ,  aud  all  thofe  other  commodities,  which 
the  weft  Indies  hath.  •  _ 

Thenauigationislhoit,  feritmay  bee  laylcd with 
anordinarie  wind  in  fix  weekes,  and  in  the  like  time 
backeagaine,  and  by  the  way  neither  lee  fhore,Eni- 
micscoaft,  recks,  norlandcs,  all  which  in  thevoi- 
ages  to  the  Weft  indies ,  and  all  otherplaccs  ,wec 
arefubied  vnto  ,  as  the  channcll  of  Bahama, 
comming  from  the  Weft  Indies, can  not  be  pal¬ 
led  in  the  Winter,  and  when  it  is  at  thebeft,  it  is  a 
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pcrillous  and  a  fearefull  place  :  The  reft  of  the  Indies 
for  calmes ,  and  difeafes  very  troublefomc  ,  and  the 
Bermudas  a  hcllifh.  fca  for  thunder,  lightning  ,  and 
ftormes . 

This  vericycare  there  were  feuenteen  fayle  of  Spa¬ 
nish  fhipps  loft  in  the  channell  of  Bahama  ,  and  the 
great  Phtllip like  to  hauefunke  at  the  Bermudas  was  put 
backto  Saint  Iua»  defuenorico.  Andfoit  fallcth  out  in 
that  Nauigation  eueryyerc  for  the  moft  parte,  which 
in  this  voyage  arc  not  to  be  feared:  for  the  time  of  the 
yere  to  leauc  England ,  is  bcftinluly  ,and  the  Summer 
in  Guiana  is  in  Odbobcr  ,Noucmbcr,  December,  Ia- 
nuaric,  February, and  March,  and  then  the  fhipps  may 
depart  thence  in  Aprill ,  and  fo  rcturnc  againc  into 
England  in  Iune ,  fo  as  they  fhall  ncuer  be  fubicdl  to 
Winter  weather ,  cythcrcomming,going,or  flaying 
there,whichformy  part,  I  take  to  be  one  ofthc  great- 
eft  comforts  and  incouragmcnts  that  can  be  thought 
on  ,  hauingf  as  Ihaucdonc)taftcdin  this*  voyage  by 
the  weft  Indies  fo  many  Calmes,  fo  much  hcatc  ,fuch 

outragious  guftes ,  fowlc  Wfcathcr  ,  and  contraric 
windes , 

To  conclude, is  a  Countrey  that  hath  yet  her 
Maydenhcad ,  ncuer  fackt ,  turned ,  nor  wrought ,  the 
face  ofthc  earth  hath  not  beenc  tome,  nor  the  vertue 
and  fait  ofthc  foyle  fpent  by  manurance,  the  gtaucs 
haue  not  beenc  opened  for  gold  ,  the  mines  not 
broken  with  fledges ,  nor  their  Images  puld  down  out 
oftheir  temples .  It  hath  ncuer  been  entred  by  any  ar- 
mieofftrength ,  and  ncuer  conquered  or  poflefcd  bya- 
nyChriftian  Prince.  Itisbcfidcsfodefcnfiblc,thatif 
two  fortes  be  builded  in  one  ofthcProuinccs  which  I 
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haue  fcen  ,the  flood  fctteth  in  fo  nccrc  the  banke,  where 
the  channcll  alfo  lycth,that  no  fhippe  can  pafie  vp,but 
within  a  Pikes  length  of  the  Artillerie  ,  firft  of  the 
one  ,  and  afterwardes  of  the  other  :  Which  two 
Fortes  wilbe  a  fufficient  Guard  both  to  the  Empire 
ofJW,andto  an  hundred  otberfeuerall  kingdomes, 
lying  within  the  faid  Riuer ,  eucn  to  the  citie  of^e- 

to  in  Pern . 

There  is  therefore  great  difference  betwcnc  the  cafi- 
nes  of  the  conqueft  of  Guiana,  &  the  defence  of  it  be¬ 
ing  conquered  ,  and  the  Weft  or  Eaft  Indies: 
Guiana  hath  but  one  entraunce  by  the  fea  ( ifit  haue 
that,)  for  any  vcffels  of  burden,  fo  as  whofocucr  ftiall 
firft  poflefle  it ,  it  fhall  bcefounde  vnacceflable  for 
anie  Emmie ,  except  he  come  in  Wherries ,  Bar¬ 
ges  ,  or  Camtu  ,  or  els  in  flattc  bottomed  boats ,  and  if 
he  do  offer  to  enter  it  in  that  manner ,  the  woodsare 
fothickc  200  miles  together  vpponthe  riucrsof  fuch 
entraunce,  as  a  moufc  cannot  litre  in  a  boatc  vnhit 
from  the  bankc .  By  land  it  is  more  impofliblc  to 
approchjforit  hath  the  ftrongeftfituation  ofanicregi- 
on  vnderthcSunnc,  and  is  fo  enuironed  with  impaf- 
fable  mountaynes  on  eucric  fide ,  as  it  is  impofli- 
ble  to  vi&uall  anye ;  companic  in  the  paflage  , 
which  hath  bcene  well  proued  by  the  Spanifh  na¬ 
tion,  who  fince  the  conqueft  of  Peru  haue  ncuer  left 
fiue  yeres  free  from  attempting  this  Empire,  or  dif- 
coucring  fome  way  into  it,  and  yet  of  23  feue- 
rall  gentlemen,  knights,  and  noble  men  ,  there  was 
neuer  anic  that  knewe  which  way  to  leade  an  armic 
by  land  ,  or  to  condudt  fhippes  by  fea,  any  thing 
ncerc  the  faid  countrie  .  Ortliano,  of  which  the  riuer 
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of  sf  MAze»enakcth  name  was  the  firft,  and  Do»A»- 
thowo  de Berreo  (  whome  we  difplanted  )  the  laft :  and  I 
doubt  much  ,  whether  hee  himfelfe  or  any  of  his 
yet  knowe  the  beft  waie  into  the  faide  Empyre.  It 
can  therefore  hardly  be  regained,  if  any ftrength  bee 
formerly  fet  downe  ,  but  in  one  or  two  places  and 
but  two  or  three  crumfters  or  galleys  buy!t,and  fur- 
mlhed  vponthc  riuer  within.-  The  weft  Indies  hath 
manyportes,  watring  places,  and  landings,  andnea- 
rcr  then  300.  miles  to  Guiana^ no  ma  can  harbor  a  fhip, 
except  he  know  one  onely  place ,  which  is  not  lear¬ 
ned  in  haft,  and  which  I  will  vndertake  there  is  nota¬ 
ry  °.ne  of  my  companies  that  knoweth  .whofoeuer 
hearkened  moft  after  it. 

Beftdes  by  keeping  one  good  fort,  or  building  one 
towne  of  ftrength, the  whole  Empyre  is  guarded,  and 
whatioeucr  companies  fhalbe  afterwardes  planted 
within  the  land,  although  in  twenty  feueral!  prouin- 
ces,  thofe  fhall  bee  able  all  to  reunite  themfeluesv- 
pon  any  occafion  eyther  by  the  way  of  one  riuer,  or 

bee  able  to  march  by  land  without  eyther  wood, bog, 

os  mountaine:  whereas  in  the  weft  Indies  there  are 
fewe  townes,  or  prouinces  that  can  fuccour  or  rclieue 
one  the  other.,  eyther  by  land  or  fea :  By  lande  the 
countries  arc  eyther  defart ,  mounteynous ,  or  ftrong 
Enemies:  Byfea,ifanymaninuadeto  the  Ea  ft  ward, 
thofe  to  the  weft  cannot  in  many  months  turne  againft 
the  brizc  and  eafte'rwind, beftdes  the  Spanyardcs  are 
therein  fo  difperfed,  as  they  arc  no  where  ftrong,  but 
in  Nuem  onely ;  the  fharpe  mountaines ,  the 

thornes,  &  poifoned  prickels,the  fandy  &  deepe  waies 
tn  the  vaiJies ,  the  (mothering  heateand  ayre>and  want 
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of  water  in  other  places,  arc  their  onely  and  beft  de- 
fence  j  which  f becaufe  thofe  nations  that  inuadc  them 
are  not  victualled  or  prouided  to  ftay ,  neyther  hauc 
any  place  to  friende  adioyning )  doe  ferue  them  in 
fteede  of  good  armes  and  great  multitudes. 

The  weft  Indies  were  firft  offered  her  Maiefties 
Grandfather  by  Columbus  a  ftraunger,  in  whomc  there 
might  be  doubt  of  deceipt ,  and  befides  it  was  then 
thought  incrcaiblc  that  there  were  fuch  and  io  many 
lands  &  regions  neuer  written  of  before.  This  Empire 
is  made  kno wen  to  her  Maicfty  by  her  own  vaflal,&  by 
him  chatoweth  to  her  more  duty  then  an  ordinary  fub- 
iedfjfo  that  it  fhall  ill  fort  with  the  many  graces  and  be¬ 
nefices  which  I  hauc  receaucd  to  abufe  her  highnes, 
either,  with  fables  or  imaginations .  The  countrey  is 
alrcadie  difeouered,  many  nations  won  to  her  Maie¬ 
fties  loue  Sc  obedience, & thofc  Spanyards  which  haue 
lateft and longeft .labored  about  the  conqueft,  beaten 
out ,  difcouragcd  and  difgraced ,  which  amonge  thefe 
nations  were  thought inuinciblc.  Her  maieftie  may 
in  this  enterprize  employ  all  thofe  fouldiers  and  gen¬ 
tlemen  that  are  yonger  brethren ,  and  all  captaines  and 
Cheiftaines  that  want  employment,  and  the  charge 
wilbe  onely  the  firft  fettingout  in  victualling  and  ar- 
mingtherafor  after  the  firft  orfecondyere  I  doubt  not 
but  to  fee  in  London  a  Contratation  houfc  of  more 
receipt  for  Guiana ,  then  there  is  nowc  in  ciuilforthe 
Weft  indies. 

And  I  am  refolued  that  if  there  were  but  a  final  army 
a  footc  in  Guiana, marching  towards  (Jtfanoa  the  chiefc 
Citie  of  Inga ,  he  would  yceld  her  Maicfty  by  co  mpo  - 
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fltion  fo  many  hundred  thoufand  pounds  yearely ,  as 
Inould  bothdefende  all  enemies  abroad, and  defray  all 
expences  at  home,  and  that  he  woulde  befides  pay  a 
garri/onof  3000.  or  4000.  foldicrs  very  royally  to  de- 
lend  him  againft  other  nations*.  For  he  cannot  but 
know,  how  his  predeccflbrs,  yea  how  his  owne  great 
vncles  (1  unfair  an d  Atibalifa  fonnes  to  Guanacapa  Em¬ 
peror  of  Peru, were  ( while  they  contended  for  the  Em- 

pyre)  beaten  out  by  the  Spanyardcs,  and  that  both  of 
late  yeares,  and  euerfince  the  laid  conqueft,  the  Spa- 
nyardes  haue  fought  the  paflages  and  entry  of  his 
countrey.*  and  of  they*  cruelties  vfed  to  the  borderers 
he  cannot  be  ignorant.In  which  refpe&s  no  doubt  but 
ne  wil  be  brought  to  tribute  with  great  gladnes, if  not, 
hee  hath  neyther  fhotte  nor  Iron  weapon  in  all  his 
Empy  re, and  therefore  may  eafely  be  conquered. 

And  I  farther  remember  that  Berreo  confeftcd  to  me 
and  others  (  which  I  proteft  before  the  Maieftv  of 

God  to  be  true)  that  there  was  found  among  prophe¬ 
cies  in  Peru  (  at  fuch  time  as  the  Empyre  was  reduced 
to  the  Spanifh  obedience )  in  their  chicfeft  temp]es,a- 
mongft  diuers  others  which  forefhewed  theloffc  ofthe 
faid  Empyre,  that  from  Inglatierr*  thofe  Ingeui houlde 
be  againe  in  time  to  come  reftorcd,and  deliuered from 
theferuitudeof  the  faid  Conquerors .  And  I  hope, as 
wee  with  thefefewe  handes  haue  difplantcd  the  firft 
garrifon,  and  driuen  them  out  of  the  faid  countrey, fo 
her  Maiefty  will  giue  order  for  the  reft,  and  cy  ther  de¬ 
fend  it, and  hold  it  as  tributary, or  conquere  and  keepe 
it  as  EmprelTcof  the  fame.  For  whatfoeuer  Prince 
Ihall  poflefle  it ,  (hall  bcc  greateft ,  and  if  the  king  of 
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Spaync  cnioy  it ,  he  will  become  vnrefiftable  Her 
Maiefty  heereby  fhall  confirme  and  ftrengthen  the  o- 
pinions  of  al  nations, as  touching  her  great  and  prince¬ 
ly  a&ions .  And  where  thefouth  border  of rea- 
cheth  to  the  Dominion  and  Empire  of  the  Amazon's, 
thofc  women  (hall  heereby  heare  the  name  of  a 
virgin,  which  is  not  oncly  able  to  defend  her 
owne  territories  and  herncighbors,but 
.  .  aifotoinuadeandconquere  fo 
great  Empyres  and  fo 
farre  remoued. 

To  fpeake  more  at  this  time,  I  fearc  would  be  but  trou¬ 
ble  fo  me  -T  trull:  in  God,  this  being  true ,  will  fuf- 
fice,and  that  he  which  is  king  of  al  kings  and 
Lorde  of  Lords,  will  put  it  into  her 
hart  which  is  Lady  ofLadics  to  pof* 

fcdcitjifnot,  1  wiliudgethofe 

men  worthy  to  be  kings  ther- 
of,that  by  her  grace  and 
leaue  will  vndertake 
it  of  them- 

felues. 
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An  Abftra6t  taken 

out  of  certaine  Spanyardes  Letters  con - 

cerning  Guiana  and  the  Countries  lying 
ypon  the  great  rim  of  Orenoque.-  with 

certaine  reportes  alfo  touching 

.  /  -  *  the  fame. 

—  -  /  r-y  f  t ,  -  ,  ’  ►  <  r  ,  \  *v  •  «.  .V  1  *  .  '  •  *  .  ,  ?  -•  '  f  \  r  .  *  ^ 

'  .  i  ■  •  - 

Aduertifement  to  the  Reader. 

■  v  » ;  : :-t .  .  I  i,  -  *  -  — -  c-  ■  *  -•  v  • 

Hofe  letters  out  of  which 
the  abftra&es  following 
are  taken ,  were  furprifed 
atfea  as  they  were  palling 
for  Spayne  in  the  yeare 
1 594.  by  Captainc  George 
Popbam  :  who  the  next 
yeare,  and  the  fame  that 
III  Sir  Walter  Ralegh  difco- 
.  uered  Guiana ,  as  he  was  in 
a  voyage  for  the  weft  Indies,learned  alfo  the  reportes 
annexed  .  All  which  ,  at  his  returne  }  beeing  two 
monthcs  after  Sir  Walter ,  as  alio  fo  long  after  the  wri¬ 
ting  of  the  former  difcourle,  hearing  alfo  of  his  aif- 
couerie:  heemadeknovvne  and  deliucredto  fbmcof 
her  Maiefties  moll  honorable  priuie  Cotiucell  and 

others- 


to  the  leader.  j  0  , 

others  .  The  which  feeing  they  confirm e  in  fome 
parte  the  fubftance  ,  I  meane  ,  the  riches  of  that 
Countrey  :  it  hath  becne  thought  ficte  that  they 
fhoulde be  thereunto  adioyned.  Wherein  the  Rea* 
deristobeaduertifed,  that  although  the  Spanyards 
feeme  to  glorie  much  of  their  formal!  pofTeffion 
taken  bcfoic  (J\/tore<jmo  then  Lord  of  Aromaya,  and 
others  there  aboutes,  which  thoroughly  vnderftoode 
them  not  at  that  time,  whatfoeuer  the  Spanyardcs  o» 
t’nerwife  pretende  :  Yet ,  according  to  the  former 
difcourfe,and  as  alfo  it  is  related  by  Cayweraco ,  the 
fonne  of  Tefiawarj  nowe  chiefe  Lorde  of  the  faide 
Aromaja  ,  who  was  brought  into  England  by  Sir 
Walter  Raleghs^  and  was  prefent  at  the  fame  pofleffi- 
on  and  difeouerie  of  the  Spanyardes  mentioned  in 
thefe  letters ;  itappeareththat  after  they  were  gone 
out  of  their  Countrcy  ,  the  Indians  then  hailing 
farther  .confideration  of  the  matter  ,  and  more 
then  conic&ure  of  their  intent ,  hauing  knowne 
and  hearde  of  their  former  cruelties' vppon  their 
borderers  and  others  of  the  Indians  elfewhere:  At 
their  next  comming  ,  there  beeing  tenne  of  them 
fent  and  imployed  for  a  farther  difeouerie  ,  they 
were  prouided  to  receiuc  and  intertayne  them  in  an 
other  manner  of  forte  then  they  had  done  before; 
that  is  to  fay,  they  flewe  them  and  buried  them  in 
the  Countrey,  they  fo  much  fought .  They  gaue 
them  by  that  meanes  a  full  and  complete  pofTeffi¬ 
on  the  which  before  they  had  but  begunne ,  And 
fo  they  are  minded  to  doc,  to  as  many  Spanyardcs 
as  come  after  .  Other  pofleffion  they  haue  had 
none  fincc ,  Neyther  doe  the  Indians  meane  as 
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they  proteft ,  to  giuc  them  any  other .  One  ot  her 
thing  to  bee  remembred  is  that  in  thefc  letters  the 
Spanyardes  feeme  to  call  Guiana,  and  other  Coun¬ 
tries  neere  it,  bordering  vppon  the  riuer  of  Orenoque,  by 
the  name  of  Nueuo  Dorado ,  becaufc  of  the  greate 
plenty  of  Golde  there ,  in  rnoft  places  to  be  founde. 
Alluding  alio  to  the  name  of  El  Dorado  which  was 
giuen  by  Martinet  to  the  greate  Citie  of  cMama , 
as  is  in  the  former  treatife  fpecified .  This  is  all  I 
thought  good  to  aduertife  .  As  for  fome  other 
matters,  I  leaue  them  to  the  confideration  and  judge¬ 
ment  of the  indifferent  reader, 

W:  & 
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Letters  tal^en  dt  Sed  by  Gdptdiue 

George  Popham.  1594. 

Allonfo  his  Letter  from  the  Gran  Canaria  to  his  bro¬ 
ther  being  cotnm4und.tr  of  S.  Lucas,  con- 
■  coming  El  Dorado. 


THcre  hauc  beene  certaine  letters  receiucd  hcere  oflate.of 
aland  newly  differed  called  Ntteuo  ‘Dorado,  from  the 
lonnesof  ccrtaine  Inhabitants  of  this  Citic,  who  were  in  the 
difcouerieithey  write  of  wonderful  riches  to  be  founde  in  the 
faid  Dor*d«,*na  that  golde  there  is  in  great  abundance  ,  the 

courfc  to  fall  with  it  is  jo.  leagues  to  the  windward  to  the 
Jiiarguartta, 


EG$ 


Allonfos  letter  from  thence  to  certaine  A  f archants 
of  S.  Luczs concerning  the  Dorado. 

Sirs ,  we  hauc  no  newes  worth  the  writing,  fauin*  of  a  dif 
couery  lately  made  by  the  Spanyards  in  a  *e we  land  calkd 
JSTueuo  Doradota.nd  is  two  daies  failing  to  the  windward  of  the 
Marguarita, there  is  golde  in  that  abundance,  as  the  like  hath 
not  beene  heard  of.  Wehaueitforccrtaiacinlctters  written 
from  thence  bv  fome  that  were  in  the  difcouery,vnto  their  pa¬ 
rents  hecreinthis  Cityilpurpofe  ( God  willing)  to  bellow  ten 
or  t  welue  daies  in  fearch  of  the  faid  Dorado ,as  I  palTc  in  voyage 
towards  Carthagena, hoping  there  to  make  fome  good  laic  of 
our  commodities,  I  hauefentyou  therewith  part  of  the  infor¬ 
mation  of  the  faid  difcouciy,  that  was  feat  to  his  Maicfty, 

Part  of  the  Copy  that  wot  font  to  hit  Afaicfy  of 
the  difeouerjr  of  Nacuo  Dorado. 

IN  theriuer  of  Pato  otherwife  called  Orenoam,  in  the  princi- 
pallportthcreof  called  IVarifmero,  the  2  ^ .  of  April  1  ego. 
DtflttMgidfver*  Mailer  of  die  Campc  and  Generali  for  Axtb. 
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de  Bey  re  9  Gouernour  and  Captainc  gencrall  for  our  Lord  the 
King,  betwixt  the  riuers  ofPato  and  Papamene  alias  OrenocjHe} 
and  <JUaranKovyana  of  the  Hand  of  Trmidadoym  prefence  of 
me  Rodrigo  de  Car  area  regiller  for  thefea,  commaunded  all 
the  fbldicis  tobe  drawne  tegether  andputinorderofbattaile, 
the  Captaincs  and  foldiers,  and  Mailer  of  the  Campe  Handing 
in  the  middeil  ot  them  ,  fiide  vnto  them  :  Sirs,  Soldiers,  and 
Captaincs,youvnderliand  long  dnee  that  our  Generali  Anth. 
de  Berreo ,  with  the  trauell  of  1 1  ycares,  and  expence  of  more 
then  i  oocoo .  pefoes  of  Gold,  difeouered  the  royal!  prouinces 
ofCjniana^nd  Dorado:  Of  the  which  he  tooke  poffellion  to 
gouerne  the  lame,  but  through  want  of  his  peoples  health, and 
ncceffary  munition,he  ilfiiedout  at  the  Hand Magmrita,  and 
from  thence  peopled  the  Trinidado .  But  now  they  haue  fent 
me  to  learne  out  and  difeouer  the  waics  moll  ealy  to  enter, and 
to  people  the  laid  prouinces, and  w'herethe  Campes  and  Ar- 
miesmay  bell  enter  the  fame  •  By  reafon  wrhereof  I  intend  fo 
to  doe  in  the  name  of  his  Maielly  ,and  the  faid  gouernour  An~ 
the:  de  Berreo ,  and  in  token  thereof  I  require  you  Fran.Carillo^ 
that  you  aide  me  to  aduance  this  erode  that  lieth  hcere  on  the 
ground ,  w'hich  they  let  on  end  towards  the  ead  ,and  the  faid 
Mailer  of  the  Campeche  Captains  and  loldiers  kneeled  down, 
and  did  due  reuercncevnto  the  faid  croffe  ,  and  thereupon  the 
Mailer  of  the  Campe  tooke  a  bole  of  water  and  dranke  it  of, 
and  tooke  more  and  threw  abroad  on  the  ground  :he  alio  drew 
out  his  iword  and  cut  the  grade  of  the  ground,  and  the  boughs 
of  the  trees  faying,!  take  thispodrlhon  in  the  name  of  the  king 
Don  Philip  oui  mailer,  and  of  Ids  Gouernour  Antho:  de  Berreo: 
andbccaufefome  make  quclhonof  this  podedion ,  to  them  I 
anfw ere  that  in  thtfe  our  actions  w  as  prefent  the  CttfiejUeox  prin 
dpall  Don  Antko:  other  wile  called  A/ote<jfiito9whok  land  this 
was.whoyeeldedconlent  tr  the  faid  pofcclTion,was  glad  ther- 
of,and  gane  his  obedience  to  our  Lord  the  King ,&  in  his  name 
to  the  laid  gouemor  tAni  ho:  de  Berreo .  And  the  laid  Mailer 

of  the  Campe  kneeled  downs  being  in  his  liberty ,  and  all  the 
;  .  Captaincs 
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"Captaines  and  foldiers  laid  that  the  pofl'cffion  was  well  taken, 
and  that  they  would  defend  it  with  their  liucs,  vpon  whofoeutt: 
would  fay  the  contrary  .And  the  laid  Mailer  of  tie  Campe  ha- 
umg  his  i  word drawne  in  his  hand ,  laid  vnto  me,  regifter  that 
art  heerc  prcfent,giuc  me  an  mllrument  or  teflioioniail  to  con- 
firme  me  in  this  polVeffion,  which  I  haue  taken  of  tiis  land  for 
the  gouernor  Antho:  de  Berreo ,  and  if  it  be  needfull  I  will  take  ; 
it  ane  we  ,  And  I  require  you  all  that  are  prelent  to  witnes  the 
fame, and  do furtherdeclare  that  I  will  goe  on ,  taking  the  pof-  ' 
feflion  or  all  thele  iandes  wherefoeuer  Ifhall  enter  .  Signed 
thus. 


Domingo  de  vera  andvnderneath,  Before  me  Rodrigo 
de  Caranca,  Regifter  of  the  %Armyt  . 

AN  D  in  profecution  of  the  faid  poflefhon,  and  difcoueric 
of  the  way  and  prouinces,the  2  7.0  f  April  ofthe  faid  y  eare, 
the  xMaftcr  ofthe  Campe  entred  by  little  and  little  with  all  the 
Campe  and  men  of  warrc,more  then  two  leagues  into  the  In¬ 
land  ,  and  came  toatowne  of  a  principally  and  conferring  with 
himdidlethimvnderllandby  meanesof  syintho:  Bifante  the 
Interpre cor  that  hi s  Maielly  &  Ayuhr.de  Berreo  had  lent  him  to 
take  the  faid  pofleflion.  And  the  faid  fry er  Francis  Carillo  by  the 
Interpreto^deliuered  him  certaine  thinges  of  our  holy  Catho- 
lique  faith,  to  all  which  he  anfwered,that  they  vnderttood him 
well  and  would  become  Chnltians ,  and  that  with  a  very  good 
will  they  fhould  aduance  the  cro(Te,in  whit  part  or  place  of  the 
towne  it  pleafed  chem,  for  he  was  for  the  Gouernor  tyfitho:  de 
Berreo ,  who  was  his  Matter .  Thereupon  the  faid  Matter  of 
the  Campe  tooke  a  great  crofTc ,  and  fet  it  on  ende  to  ward  the 
call ,  and  requetted  the  whole  Campe  to  witnefle  it  and  Do¬ 
mingo  de  vera  firmed  it  thus. 

It  is  well  and  firmely  dm*, and  v  n  dt  r neat fore  me  Rod¬ 
rigo  Caranca fiegifter  of  the  isfrmy. 
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THE  fird  of  May  they  profccutcd  the  faidpcfieffion  and 
difcoucryto  the  towne  of  Carapana.  From  thence  the 
faid  Mailer  of  the  Campe  pafTed  to  the  towne  of  Tsroco^ hofe 
principal!  is  called  Tcpiawary  bceing  fiue  leagues  farther  with¬ 
in  the  Jand  then  the  firfl  nation;& wel inhabited.  And  to  this 
principal  by  meane  of  the  interpretor  they  gauc  to  vnderftand 
that  his  Maiefiy  and  the  faid  Corrtgidor  commaundcd  them  to 
take  the  poflcffion  ofthat  Iand,and  that  they  fhould  yeeld  their 
obedience  to  his  Maicfty,and  to  hisCorrigidor,and  to  theMa- 
flerof  the  Campcinhis  name,  and  that  in  token  thereof  he 
would  place  a  croflc  in  the  middle  of  his  towne.  Wherunto  the 
l  aid  Caflicjue  anfwered  they  fhould  aduance  it  with  a  very  good 
w  ill,and  that  he  remained,  in  the  obedience  of  our  Lorde  the 
King,  and  of  the  faid  Gouernour  Anthoi  de  Berreo  whole 
vaflall  he  W'ould  be. 

The  fourth  of  May  we  came  to  a  prouincc  aboue  fiuc  leagues 
thence, of  all  fides  inhabited  with  much  people,  the  principal! 
of  this  people  came  and  mette  vs  in  peaceable  maimer:  and 
hec  is  called  Bertato  ,  he  brought  vs  to  a  very  large  houfe 
where  he  entertained  vs  wel,&  gauc  vs  much  Gold.and  the  in* 
terpretor  asking  him  from  whence  that  Gold  was.he  anfw  ered 
from  aprouince  not  palling  a  daies  iourney  of,  where  there  are 
io  many  Indians  as  would  fhadow  the  liinne,and  lb  much  Gold 
as  all  yon  dcr  plaine  w  ill  not  containe  it .  In  which  Ccuntrcy 
(when  they  enter  into  the  BorAcbera)  they  take  of  the  faid  Gold 
in  dufi,ar\d  anoynt tbcmfclues  all  ouer  therewith  to  make  the 
brauer  fhew  e,  and  to  the  end  the  Gold  may  couer  them,  they 
annoy nt  their  bodies  with  flamped  herbesof  a  glcw  cncus  fub- 
fiance :  and  they  kaue  w  arre  with  thole  Indians,  They  premi- 
led  vs  that  if  we  would  gee  vnto  them  they  w  ould  ay  de  vs,  but 
they  were  fuch  infinite  number  as  no  doubt  they  wculde 
kill  vs  And  being  asked  hew  they  gat  thclamc  Gcld,thcy  told 
vs  they  went  to  a  ceitainc  dewnt  orplayneandp ulledcr  dig¬ 
ged  vp  thcgrrffcfcy  the rcotc, which  dene, they  tccke  of  the 
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earthy  putirg  it  in  great  buckets  w  hich  they  caricd  to  wrJh  at 
the  riucr.& that  which  cane  in  powder  they  kept  for  their  Bc~ 
richer  as  &  that  which  was  in  peeces,thcy  wroughttnto  Eagle?. 

The  eight  of  May  we  went  from  thence,  and  marched  a- 
bout  fiuc  leagues:  at  the  fbote  of  a  hill  we  founde  a  principal! 
called  jirttaco; with  3  coo  Indians,mcn  <k  women^ll  in  peace 
and  with  much  vnSual,as  hens  and  venifomin  great  abundance, 
and  many  fortes  of  wine.  Hce  intreated  vs  to  goe  to  his  houfe 
and  to  reft  that  night  in  his  tow  nc  being  of  5Co.houfes.  The 
interpreter  asked  whence  he  had  thole  hens, he  faid  they  were 
brought  from  a  trcuntainc  not  paffing  a  quarter  of  a  league 
thence,  where  w  ere  many  Jndian$,yea  lo  many  as  graffe  on  the 
ground,  and  that  the  fc  men  had  the  points  of  their  /boulders 
higherthentheCrowncsof  their  headcs,  and  had  fo  many 
hens  as  was  wonderful! ,  and  if  w  e  would  haue  any  we  fhould 
fend  than  kw  esharpes,  for  they  wculdegiue  for  eueryone 
two  hens ,  we  tocke  an  Indian  and  gauehim  500.  harpes,  the 
hens  were  io  many  that  he  brought  vs,as  w  ere  not  to  be  num- 
bred :  Wee  faid  wc  would  goe  thither ,  they  told  vs  they  were 
now  in  their  Borracher *  and  w  ould  kill  vs ,  vve  asked  the  Indi- 
an,that  brought  the  hensifit  were  true, he  faid  it  w'asmoft  true; 
Wc  asked  him  how  they  made  their  Borrachcra,  he  (aide  they 
had  many  Eagles  of  Gold  hanging  on  their  6reafts,&  pearls  in 
their  cares,and  that  they  daunced  being  all  couercd  with  Gold. 
The  Indian  faid  vnto  vs,ifwc  W'ould  fee  thc,wc  fhould  giuc  him 
fomc  hatchets ,  and  he  w-ould  bring  vs  of  thofc  Eagles .  The 
Mafter  ot  the  Campe  gaue  him  one  hatchet(he  would  giuc  him 
no  more  becaufe  they  fhould  not wnderftand  we  went  to  leeke 
Gold)he  brought  vs  an  Eagle  which  wayed  27  pounds  of  good 
Gold.  The MafterofthcCampetookeiqandfhcwedit tothe 
foldiers,  and  then  threw  c  itfrem  him, making  /hew  not  to  re¬ 
gard  it .  About  midnight  came  an  Indian  and  laid  vnto  him, 
giue  me  a  pickeaxc  and  I  will  tell  thee  what  the  Indians  with 
the  h'gh  fhoulders  mcanc  to  doc,  the  Interpreter  told  the  Ma¬ 
iler  ot  the  Campe  who  ccmmaundcd  one  to  be  giucnhim,he 
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tnentoldevs  thole  Indians  were  comming  to  kill  vs  for  our 
merchandize .  Hereupon  the  Matter  of  the  Campe  caufed 
m$  company  to  be  fet  ip  order,and  beganne  to  march.  The  i  r . 
day  of  May,  wc  went  about  /leagues  from  thence  to  a  pro¬ 
vince,  where  we  found  a  great  company  of  Indians  appirrel- 
led,  they  told  vs  that  if  we  came  tofight,they  woulde  fill  vp 
thofe  plaines  with  Indians  to  fight  with  vs  ,  but  if  we  came  in 
peace  ,  we  flhould  enter  and  be  well  entertained  of  them,be- 
canfe  they  had  a  great  defire  to  lee  Chriftians,  and  there  they* 
told  vs  of  all  the  riches  that  was.  I  doe  not  heerefetit  downe, 
bccauie  there  is  no  place  fo  rit ,  but  it  flh all  appcarc  by  the  infor¬ 
mation  that  goes  to  his  Maicfty,  for  if  it  fhouldheere  be  fet 
downe,fowerlcaucs  of  paper  would  not  contained 

The  letter  of  George  Buriew  Britton, the  [aide  Ca~ 
naries  vnto  hus  c ofen  a  french  man,  dwelling  in 
S .  Lucas ,  concerning  the  Dorado. 

SIR,  and  my  very  good  cofen,there  came  oflate  ccrtaine 
letters  from  a  new  difeouered  countrey,not  farre  from  T ri - 
Hi&xdo,  which  thev  write, hath  Goldin  great  abundance ^  the 
neweslecmethrobe  very  certaihe,  because  it  paiTeth  for  good 
amongtt  the  bettof  this  City.  Part  of  the  information  of  the 
v  d ifcoucry  that  went  to  his  Maiefty ,  gocth  indofed  in  AUttf# 

letters,  it  is  a  thing  worth  the  feeing. 

The  report  of  Domingo  Martincs  of  Iamica,c^w« 

ntng  the  Dorado. 

Hr.  faith  thatinpj  being  at  CarthagenM  there was  a  general 
icportc  or  a  late  dilcoucry  called  Nmshi  Dorado,  and 
tnat  a  little  before  his  comming  thither,  there  came  a  Frigot 
from  the  faid  Dorado }  bringing  in  it  the  portrature  of  a  Giant 
allof  Golde  ,  of  weight  47  kintals  ,  which  the  Indians 
there  heldc  for  their  Idoll .  But  no yve  admitting  of  Cbrifti*- 

nitic 
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nitie  and  obedience  to  the  King  of  Spayne,  fent  their  faid  I- 
doll  vnto  him  m  token  they  were  become  Chrilliaias,  and 
heidc  him  for  their  King .  The.company  comming  in  the  laid 
Frig ott  imported  Goldc  to  be  there  in  moll  abundance 
Diamondes  of  ineflimablc  value  ,  with  greate  (iorc  of 
pearle. 

1  ••  1 '  "■  >, •> 

The  report  of  afrenfh  man  called Boutillier  o/Shetbrouke, 
concerning  the  Trinidado  and  the  Dorado, 

-  ,  '  ' 

HE  faith  that  being  at  Trinidado  in  9 1  .he  bad  of  an  Indian 

thercapcece  of  Goldc  of  a  quarter  of  a  poundcin  ex- 
chaungeof  a  knife,  thefaid  Indian  toldc  him  he  had  it  at  the 
head  of  that  riuer  which  commeth  to  Paracoa  in  the  Trenidado 
but  faid  within  the  riuer  of  Orenocjveja  wfas  in  great  abundance. 
Alio  in  93  being  taken  by  the  Spanyards,and  brought  prifo- 
ntr  into  the  Hand  of  Madera  ( the  place  for  his  prifon  )  there 
came  in  this  meane  time  a  barkeof  40  tunnes  from  a  newe 
dilcouery  ,  with  two  millions  of  Gold  ,  the  company  w  hereof 
reported  Gold  in  that  place  to  be  in  great  abundance ,  and  cal* 
led  it  the  Nuevo  Dorado .1  his  french  manpaffed  from  Spayne 
inthe  barkc  ,  and  hauingacabbcn  neere  a  gentleman  ,  one 
of  the  difeouerers  that  came  from  that  place  in  the  faid  barke, 
had  diuers  times  conference  with  him,  andamongllother 
thinges  of  the  great  abundance  of  Golde  in  the  faid  Dorado 
being  as  they  laid  within  the  riuer  of  Orenojue. 

'Teportes  of  Certains  tJMarchantes  of  Rio de 
Hacha ,  concerning  the  Nueuo 
Dorado. 

THey  faid^aduancing  the  kings  great  trealurc  inthe  Indies) 
that  eel  dedvciy  many  Gold  mines, &  w’on- 

derful  rich;but  lately  was  difeoue;  ed  a  certain  prouince  io  rich  in 

P  4  Gold 


in 


Letters  taken  At  Sea 

Goldasthc  report  thereof  miy  feeme  incredible,  it  is  there  m 
fuch  abundance, and  is  called  the  Nashb  Drradj :  Aaboxh  de 
Btrrf  made  the  faid  difeouery* 


The  Refert  of  aSpa^jard.Captai^emth  Berrco/*  the 
difeonerie  §f  Nueuo  Dorado* 


THat  the  information  fent  to  the  Jt.  was  in  cucry  point  true- 
ly  faid, that  the  riucr  Orenoqne  hathfeauen  mouths, or  out« 
lets  into  the  fca,  called  Las  Siete  hoc  as  dc  drago>  that  the  faid  ri- 
ucr  runneth  farre  into  the  land,  in  many  plac  cs  very  broad,  and 
that  Avtho:  ie  Berreohy  at  Trinedad*  making  head  to  goe  to 
conquerc  aadpcoplc  the  faid  Dertde* 
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